
Mrs. Moore, Art Teacher 

Art Assignment – 3rd – 4th – 5th Grade(s) 

Week of April 27 – May 1 

Calder-Inspired Paper Sculpture 

 

Introduction:  

As a child I really loved Alexander Calder's sculptures.  Whimsical and colorful, they let me 

see that art can be fun too!  These simple paper sculpture project are  inspired by Calder's large 

scale metal ones.  To help you get started you can watch this short video on how to create 

these paper sculptures. https://vimeo.com/127449815  

 

What You Will Need: 

Colored Construction Paper, Scissors, Markers or Crayons, Sharpies (optional) , Sticker 

(optional) 

 

What You Will Do: 

But in case you like to read directions, here they are! 

https://vimeo.com/127449815


 
1. Cut out a rectangular piece of paper.   I used construction paper, which stood up fine at 

home, but fell down with any bit of wind.  If you want to make these sturdier, 

use cardstock (Optional:  Decorate it with markers!) 

 

2.  Fold it in half. 

 

3.  Make cuts like pictured.  Cut lines and curves until they almost reach the fold. 

 

4.  Optional, decorate with groovy circle stickers. 

 

5.  Open it up and fold the strips to the front or back in an alternating fashion.  (This will 

help the sculpture to balance.)  On the left side you would fold the strips (starting from 

the top) front, back, front, back, and front.  And on the right side you would fold the strips 

(starting from the top)  back, front, back, front, and back. 

 

 

 

 

6. Once you get the basic design down, you can play around with your cutting ... like I 

did below! 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&field-keywords=construction%20paper&linkCode=ur2&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Aconstruction%20paper&tag=pinstrsoc-20&url=search-alias%3Daps&linkId=DRX6R5AOZY62L5MD
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&field-keywords=cardstock&linkCode=ur2&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Acardstock&tag=pinstrsoc-20&url=search-alias%3Daps&linkId=HVSNM7RGJPIXFN4T
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&field-keywords=circle%20stickers&linkCode=ur2&sprefix=circle%20sti%2Caps&tag=pinstrsoc-20&url=search-alias%3Daps&linkId=GC5SXBBVNJT4B5ME
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-GAuJxZNj8k4/VVA2Waw7NPI/AAAAAAAAP7Q/Ew7EJnGOIJo/s1600/2015-05-012.jpg


 
They look really cool standing up together.  These simple paper sculptures fun to make and I 

hope enjoy making them!!! 

 

 

 

******** This assignment may take more a little more time. If you do not get a chance to 

complete this assignment by May 1st, we can extend the due date for the following week. As 



you work on the assignment, you can send an email, if you think it will take longer.  Do not 

stress, we can adjust as needed!  ************************************************** 

 

 

 


