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What We Know







In late June, the NJ Department of Education released
The Road Back Restart and Recovery Plan for Education, a
104-page document with guidelines and resources to
provide direction in reopening our school.
Districts were asked to develop a plan with some form of
in-person instruction, while adhering to state mandates in
The Road Back and Executive Orders still in effect.
School will not be the same as it has been in the past.
Federal and State mandates are evolving, leaving our
plans subject to change.

The Planning Process


A Reopening Committee was created with representatives from
administration, the Child Study Team, the Board of Education and
community, teachers, the school nurse, the school counselor, and the
school facility and maintenance. The goal of the committee was to
reopen the school with the safest environment possible for students and
staff.



The Reopening Committee has met at least weekly since the end of June
to review The Road Back and create our reopening plan.



Products were purchased to allow students and staff to return safely in
the fall.



One hundred chrome books were purchased using money from the CARES
Act. This will allow all students in kindergarten through eighth grade to
use a school provided device for their learning. Parents were surveyed for
feedback, and additional surveys will be coming.

Parent Survey results – Feelings about
returning to school

Parent Survey Results – Type of Instructional
Model

Parent Survey Results - Transportation

What will school be like in September?


Changes to the school calendar:


The academic year for students will begin on Tuesday,
September 8.



Teachers and classroom paraprofessionals will report to
school on September 1, 2, and 3 for training.



The change in the students’ start date means that October 9
and January 15, which were previously scheduled to be
teacher in-service days, will now be student attendance
days.

What will school look like in September?


Ideal instruction and socialization for students is to have them
here 5 days a week with their regular classroom teachers.
However, social distancing requirements in New Jersey’s Restart
and Recovery Plan and the Governor’s Executive Order No. 152,
which limits indoor gatherings to 25% of the capacity of a room,
meant that we needed to modify the configuration of the
classes.



Utilizing all available spaces in the building and all available
staff for supervision, we have developed a plan that allows for
parents to choose which learning model best suits their
child(ren) and family.

What will school look like in September?


For all three models, the following will be in effect:




The school day will be begin at approximately 9:00 AM and end at
approximately 2:00 PM. “Approximately” is used because of uncertainty
regarding exact times due to bus runs. The times may need to be
adjusted by several minutes, such as 9:10 – 2:10.


This change in the school day allows for teaching to focus on core subject
areas (Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies).



Lunch will be served, and students will have recess time as well as regularly
scheduled breaks throughout the day.

Wednesday will be a remote learning day for all students to allow for
specials and Social Emotional Learning lessons to be taught, teachers to
virtually meet with students individually, and planning. The school will
also be deep cleaned on those days.

What will school look like in September?


Model #1 – students attend 4 days per week


Students attend 4 days per week (M, T, Th, and F) with a focus on core
subject areas. Wednesday will be a virtual day for specials and Social
Emotional Learning lessons.



Classrooms are limited to 25% capacity or the number of desks that fit at 6
ft. apart, whichever is less. Classes that exceed this limit will be split into
two classrooms. The regular classroom teacher will present lessons to all
students, either in person or projected via Google Meet onto a screen in the
other classroom with another teacher/aide present to assist. This will allow
for a seamless transition to school wide remote learning should it become
necessary.



Services for any special needs will be provided.



The school must be notified if a student will be using this model by August
14. The student can change to all remote learning (Model#3) or hybrid
(Model #2) at any time with parent request.

What will school look like in September?


Model #2 – Hybrid A/B model



Students would be assigned to either the “A Group” or “B Group”.
“A Group” students would attend school in person on Mondays and
Tuesdays, and virtually on Wednesdays, Thursday, and Fridays.
“B Group” students would attend school virtually on Mondays, Tuesday,
and Wednesdays, and in person on Thursdays and Fridays.
On virtual days, the students would have access to the projected lesson
from the teacher in the school building, so they are receiving the same
presentation of the lesson as the students who are present in the school
building.
Services for any special needs will be provided.
Attendance and lesson accountability will be equal to Model #1.
The school must be notified if a student will be using this model by
August 14. The student can change to all remote learning (Model#3) at
any time (with parent request) and will be given the opportunity to
change to Model #1 at the end of first marking period if so desired.









What will school look like in September?


Model #3 – All Remote Learning



Students attend school virtually 5 days per week. These students will
have access to the projected lesson from the teacher in the school
building, so they are receiving the same presentation of the lesson as
the students who are present in the school building.



Students will be encouraged to access lessons in real time. If this is
not possible, a recording of the lesson will be made available.



Requests for full time remote learning must be in writing. The
student will remain in this model until the end of the first marking
period, at which time the student can change to Models #1 or #2, or
remain in Model#3.



Services for any special needs will be provided.



Attendance and lesson accountability will be equal to Model #1.

Regardless of learning options…


The school will need to know which option you are choosing no later than August 14. A
survey will be emailed and posted on the school website and the school’s Facebook
page.



Face coverings will be mandatory. The school will provide 2 washable 3-layer face
coverings for all students and staff. Disposable masks will also be available if a student
forgets their mask.



Students will wear masks when riding the bus, entering and exiting the school building,
in the hallways, and in the classroom. Students will have regularly scheduled breaks,
aside from lunch/recess, where they will be able to remove their masks outside.



Students will have protective student desk shields. The clear barrier is approximately
24 inches tall x 22 inches long x 13 inches deep.



Students will be limited in changing classrooms. Instead, the teachers will change
classrooms if possible so that students do not share desk spaces and there is limited
hallway movement.



Materials will not be shared with other students.



Procedures and requirements are subject to change based on current
recommendations and conditions.

Other considerations…


General Heath and Safety:



The goal of the Reopening Committee has been to provide the safest
environment possible for both students and staff to return to the
school building.


Daily health screenings for all staff and students: Parent survey through
Blackboard Connect or website before students leave home, visual
screening by staff, temperature screenings if needed.



Face coverings for students and staff: exceptions include when eating and
documented cases of health issues.



Routine hand washing and hygiene practices.



Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle from home and use the
bottle filler if needed.



Bathrooms will be assigned to grade levels to minimize the number of
students using the facility and will be cleaned regularly throughout the day.



Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting protocols.

Other considerations…


School visitors:


Parents are encouraged to complete any school business electronically if
possible as we try to limit office visits.



All visitors must wear a mask. Visitors will be limited to the vestibule
unless authorized by office staff.



Visitors should use the hand sanitizer provided when they enter the
school.



Any visitors permitted entrance beyond the vestibule will be required to
complete a screening prior to entering. Visitors should not come to the
school if they are sick or displaying symptoms of COVID-19, including a
fever, congestion, dry cough, breathing difficulties, sore throat, and/or
chills.

Other considerations…


Procedures for symptomatic staff and students:


Staff and students will be isolated from others in an isolated section
of the nurse’s office until able to leave the building.



See next slide for current NJDOH guidelines for quarantine.



Return to school will follow the current policy and guidelines.
Students sent home or quarantining should continue their learning
virtually regardless of model until able to return to the building.



If the district becomes aware that a person who has spent time in the
building tests positive for COVID-19, district officials must
immediately notify local health officials.



Out-of-State travel – Parents of students who travel out of state must
notify Mrs. Abraham via email to determine the need to quarantine
and instruct remotely based on current CDC guidelines.

Transportation


Parents are encouraged to consider driving students to school if
possible. Transportation waivers are available on the school website.



Students will be required to wear face coverings on the bus unless
socially distanced.



Students will have assigned seats so that the bus can be loaded back
to front and unloaded front to back. Students will sit with household
family members.



Bus windows will be kept down when weather permits to allow for air
circulation.



Buses will be cleaned as per the reopening guidance from NJDOE.

Other considerations…


Cleaning practices:


Cleaning products will be EPA approved and custodians will be trained in their proper
use.



Grade levels will be directed to use specific bathrooms to minimize the number of
students in each.



Bathrooms will be sanitized, cleaned, and disinfected every hour with check sheets to
be initialed at each cleaning and displayed by each restroom.



Increased cleaning of frequently touched areas, including but not limited to, light
switches, door knobs, classroom sinks and handles, countertops, and pencil
sharpeners.



Hand sanitizers will be placed at entrances to the building and classrooms, and
throughout the building.



Teachers will be provided with disinfectant to clean throughout the day.

Other considerations…


Meals:


Breakfast and lunch will be available for all students.



Breakfast and lunch will be individually packaged and served to the classrooms.



Meals will be eaten in the classrooms with the teacher.



Disposable food items (trays, utensils, plates) will be used.



Free or reduced meals will be available for eligible students who are learning
virtually, both hybrid and full remote.

Other considerations…




Recess/ PE:


Students are encouraged to wear comfortable clothing and safe footwear every day to permit
unrestricted movement for both recess, PE, and break times.



PE lessons will be adjusted so that equipment is not shared.



Recess, PE, and breaks will be outside as often as possible; students should wear weather
appropriate clothing.



Students will have recess every day they are in school.



Students will be directed to specific parts of the playground during each recess period to prevent
cohort mixing. We will rotate playground areas so equipment will be shared equally among grade
levels. Playground equipment will be cleaned in between cohort use.



Students will need to wear face coverings/masks if social distancing is not maintained outside.



Students will wash their hands after playtime.

Hallways:


Movement of groups of students through the hallways will be limited.



Markings will be placed on the floors to assist students in maintaining a 6 foot distance.

Other considerations…


Field trips / Assemblies / Extra-Curricular Activities / Use of Facilities


Field trips and assemblies are on hold until further notice.



Outside of school hours, non-district run groups may not be inside the building for
activities, but may occur outside on school premises.



Outside of school hours, district-run groups will need to maintain the same
standards and protocols as during the school day and provide a written plan
detailing how that will be accomplished.

Other considerations…


Wildcat Den (AM and PM)


Students and staff will be screened each day.



Group size and movement between rooms will be minimized.



Staff and students will wear masks. Outside breaks will be encouraged,
weather permitting.



Fees may be increased if demand requires additional staff be hired.



Hand washing and hygiene will be maintained as during the school day.



School will need notification by August 14. It will be part of the survey.

In Conclusion…


Even for the students in the building, school will not be the same. Even the
way classes are taught will be different.



The procedures outlined in this plan may change, depending on conditions
and mandates.



A survey will be coming out tomorrow to determine the learning model you
wish to have for your child. A link will be posted on the school website, the
school Facebook page, and through email. Please make sure to fill it out by
August 14.



As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact us.

