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Statement of Purpose
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.

Pacing Guide
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Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1 – My Place in the World (Communities)

Approximately 25 days

Unit 2 – Geography

Approximately 25 days

Unit 3 – Citizenship/ Working Together

Approximately 25 days

Unit 4 – Economics/ Connecting to the World

Approximately 25 days

Unit 5 People/ Places in US History

Approximately 25 days

Unit 6 Holiday/ Celebrating Culture and Heritage

Ongoing throughout the year

Core Materials
Scholastic Studies Weekly
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In unit 1, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed:
Check ALL that apply
Career Ready Practices
21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

√

CRP1. Act as a responsible and
contributing citizen and employee.

Income and Careers

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies.
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9.2

X

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration,
and Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical
leadership and effective management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital
tools and resources.

8.1.2.A.4

Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual
environments (i.e. games, museums).

4

Unit 1: My Place in the World (Community/All About
Communities)

Duration: September - October

Unit Summary
Communities are places where people live. Communities develop in urban, rural, and suburban areas. In communities
people help each other and follow rules. Transportation and communication in communities have changed over time.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of
people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4. B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.4. C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.
6.3.4. A.1 Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this understanding to rules and laws in your school or
community (e.g., bike helmet, recycling).
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary Connections
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.

5

SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
1.3.2. C.1 Portray characters when given specifics about circumstances, plot, and thematic intent, demonstrating logical
story sequence and informed character choices.
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
8.1.2.A.4. Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e. games, museums).
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP.11 Use technology to enhance productivity.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● A community is a place where people live, work, and have
fun together.
● A neighbor is someone who lives in the same neighborhood.
● There are suburban, rural, and urban areas.
● Laws are rules people in a community must follow.
● A good citizen is a member of the community who helps
others.
● A family is a group of people who love and care for each
other.
● A family tree shows the people in our family.
● Ancestors are people in our family tree that came before us.

Essential Questions
● What is a community?
● What are neighbors?
● What different kinds of communities are
there?
● What are laws?
● What is a good citizen?
● What are community helpers?
● What is a family/what is a family tree?
● What are ancestors?
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Evidence of Student Learning
Projects

Other Assessments

● Create family tree.
● Create maps of home, schools and community.
● Write thank you letter to a community helper.

Formative Assessments
● Anecdotal Notes
● Checklists
● Participation and teacher observation
Summative Assessments
● Oral assessments
● Teacher-made rubrics for daily/unit skills
assessment
● Teacher Observations
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Teaching Strategies Gold
● Journal drawing/ writing
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Role play ways to be a good citizen.
Vocabulary

Celebration, citizen, community, tradition, neighbors, Vote, Flag, Family, future, volunteers, Weather, globe, job, map,
town, seasons, money, need, problems, rules/laws
Knowledge and Skills
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Content

Skills

Students will….

Students will be able to …

● Learn that people live in communities.
● Recognize that community members work together for
the common good.
● Recognize the characteristics of cities, suburbs, and rural
areas.
● Identify the significance of community landmarks.
● Use literature to increase knowledge about how a city or
urban area, small town or village, and rural area are
different.
● Identify changes in communication and transportation
and explore ways that these changes have affected
people’s lives.
● Identify the qualities of good citizenship and recognize
ways to show good citizenship.
● Recognize the way rules and laws help communities.

● Identify where they live using a world
address.
● Discuss why communities exist.
●

Identify the characteristics of
different communities, including
specific landmarks.

● Discuss different types of
transportation and communication
available in their community.
● Apply the qualities of good
citizenship by following rules and
laws.
● List ways rules and laws help
people.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will view (Google maps) maps of school, home and
community.

Computer

Students will write about a family ancestor.

Interactive Whiteboard

Students will create community and family word wall for classroom.

Print Materials
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Students will experience a fire truck/firefighter visit.

Local fire department

Students will write thank you letter to a community helper.

Literature

Students will act out and discuss the roles of community helpers.
Students will use movement, vocal choices, setting, and props to
complete a short performance about how community helpers are
important in our lives and our community.
Literature

List of community helpers to inspire students

Franklin’s Neighborhood by Paulette Bourgeoise
Uptown by Bryan Collier
Next Stop Grand Central by Maira Kalman
Town and Country by Alice Provensen and Martin Provensen
Madlenka by Peter Sis
Mei-Mei Loves The Morning by Margaret Tsubakiyama
Grandpa’s Corner Store by Dyanne Disalvo-Ryan
Yard Sale! by Mitra Modarressi
Fancy Nancy: My Family History by Jane O’Connor
Helpers in My Community by Bobbie Kalman
A House is a House for Me by Mary Ann Hoberman
Me and My Family Tree by Joan Sweeney
Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney
Whose Hat Is That? By Sharon Katz Cooper

Websites
http://scholastic.com
http://primarygames.com
http://goodnightstories.com/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/government/index.html

http://www.pacificislandtravel.com/nature_gallery/
howtoreadamap.htm
http://www.pbskids.org
http://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity/
http://lessonplanet.com

9

http://www.cdm.org
http://brainpop.com

http://socialstudiesforkids.com
http://apples4theteacher.com
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Additional Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
• Use visuals
• Introduce key vocabulary and concepts before lesson (see http://esl-kids.com)
• Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
Gifted and Talented
● Students label parts of project independently
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Use of FM system
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
● Use centers
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Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Reteach, reread, allow students view video
● Work in a small group or one-on-one

In unit 2, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed:

21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

Career Ready Practices
√

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Income and Careers

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4.Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
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Planning, Saving, and Investing

9.2

√

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career Preparation

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural
global competence.

Technology
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8.1.2.A.1

Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose.

8.1.2.C.1

Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities
with students in other classes, schools, or countries using various
media formats such as online collaborative tools, and social media.

Unit 2: Geography/ Our Earth

Duration: November - December

Unit Summary
Our Earth tells about the people, plants, and animals that live on Earth. Maps and globes help us learn about different
landforms on Earth. Earth’s seasons and its resources affect our lives.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps and determine how the
information may be useful.
6.1.4. B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how
people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources.
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.3.4. A.2 Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including community
members and local officials.
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6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary Connections
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
8.1.2.C.1. Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other classes, schools,
or countries using various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and social media.
8.1.2.A.1. Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose.
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● Geography tells about the Earth, people, plants, and animals
that live on Earth.
● Our world is made up of seven continents and four oceans.

Essential Questions
● How does geography help me?
● What are important characteristics of our
country and world?
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● Our country is made up of various landforms and bodies of
●
water.
● Summer, fall, winter, and spring affect our daily lives by
●
making us adapt to changes.
● A natural resource is something that is in nature that is ready
●
for people for use.
● We can protect the earth by making minimal changes and
●
practicing recycling.
Evidence of Student Learning
Projects
● Make Groundhog Day prediction (seasons)
● Create a map of landforms and water

What different landforms make up our
country?
What are the four seasons and how do
they affect our lives?
What is a natural resource and how do we
use them?
How can we protect the Earth?

Other Assessments
Formative Assessments
●
●
●
●

Student made map
Daily activities and assignments
Teacher observation
Recyclable or not? picture sort

Summative Assessments
● Teacher created assessments
● Pre and Post tests
● Daily work
● Project rubrics
● Presentation of projects
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
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Alternative Assessments
● Teaching Strategies Gold
● Social Studies notebook
● KWLA Chart: Know, Want to Know, Learn,
Analyze

Vocabulary
Atlantic Ocean, Earth, New Jersey, North America, Pacific Ocean, South America, United States of America,
Washington, D.C.
Knowledge and Skills
Content
Students will….
● Identify the United States and its neighbors on a map and
globe.
● Identify the oceans and seven continents on a map and
globe. Identify major landforms and bodies of water on
maps and globes.
● Recognize the difference between weather and seasons.
● Find out how weather patterns affect people’s activities.
● Explain what natural resources are.
● Explain how people depend on natural resources to
satisfy their basic needs.
● Learn how the Earth has been changed by people and
identify ways in which people have changed her.

Skills
Students will be able to …
● Utilize a map and a globe to identify the
United States and her border neighbors.
● Utilize a map and a globe to identify the
oceans, continents, major landforms, and
bodies of water.
● Distinguish between weather and seasons
vocabulary words.
● Discuss how weather influences personal
activity.
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● Identify ways of protecting Earth.
● Recognize ways people can conserve and replenish natural
resources.

● Describe natural resources and how
people are dependent on them to satisfy
basic needs.
● Explain how the Earth has been changed
by people.
● Illustrate how people can protect the Earth
and conserve and replenish her resources.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will learn about another country.

Interactive Whiteboard

Students will view Groundhog Day ceremony on computer.
Students will create a world or national map
Students will learn about the different homes for people and animals
around the world.

Print Materials, computer
Literature
Computer/iPad
Read aloud Books

Literature
The Earth and I by Frank Asch
Our Earth by Anne Rockwell
Earthdance by Joanne Ryder
In November by Cynthia Rylant
On the Same Day in March: A Tour of the World’s Weather by Marilyn Singer
Letter to the Lake by Susan Swanson
Our Big Home: An Earth Poem by Linda Glaser
River Friendly, River Wild by Jane Kurtz
Websites
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http://scholastic.com
http://fermi.jhuapl.edu/states/states.html
http://www.50states.com/
http://brainpop.com
http://socialstudiesforkids.com
http://brainpopjr.com

http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/world/nres.html
http://congressforkids.net
http://primarygames.com
http://apples4theteacher.com
http://lessonplanet.com
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Additional Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● http://www.esl-galaxy.com ELL resources for all areas of study
● Use maps to identify home country and new country
● Make eye contact when giving directions
● Use alternative means of assessment (drawing, use of pictures…)
Gifted and Talented
● Use center, stations, or contracts
● Provide options and choices
● Propose interest-based extension activities
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Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
● Use manipulatives such as blow up globes and puzzles puzzles
● Use of FM System
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Allow students to take breaks
● Work in Small Group
● Allow Answers to be given orally or dictated.

In unit 3, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed:

21st Century Themes
9.1

Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

Money Management

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP3 Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
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Credit and Debt Management

9.2

√

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

√

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems
and persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

√

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
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Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural
global competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

8.1.2.D.1

Develop an understanding of ownership of print and nonprint
information.

8.1.2.E.1

Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue.

Unit 3: Citizenship/Working Together

Duration: January - February

Unit Summary
A citizen is a person who belongs to a country. Good citizens make our country a better place. They follow rules and
laws so that they get along. They vote to choose leaders. Citizens of the United States have songs, symbols, and
sayings that help celebrate our country.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of
people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e.,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation
and improvement of American democracy.
6.1.4. A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for
social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
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6.1.4. B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.4. D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.
6.1.4. D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.
6.1.4. D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
6.3.4. A.1 Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this understanding to rules and laws in your school or
community (e.g., bike helmet, recycling).
6.3.4. A.2 Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including community
members and local officials.
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
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SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue.
8.1.2.D.1. Develop an understanding of ownership of print and nonprint information.
8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● A good citizen makes his or her country and community a
better place.
● A good citizen follows the rules.
● The American flag, Statue of Liberty, Liberty Bell, the bald
eagle, etc. are some symbols of the United States.
● Martin Luther King, Jr. worked to create equality.

Essential Questions
● What makes a good citizen?
● What does a good citizen act?
● What are some symbols that represent
the United States?
● Who is Martin Luther King, Jr.?
● What is President’s Day?
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● President’s Day is when we celebrate the work of presidents
like Washington and Lincoln.

Evidence of Student Learning
Projects

Other Assessments

● Identify and discuss Washington and Lincoln. Make President
Formative Assessments
Timeline for each and compare and contrast. Student timeline
● Teaching Strategies Gold
as well then compare and contrast through discussion.
● Teacher created project rubric
● Discuss Martin Luther King when talking about good citizenship
● Anecdotal Notes
and making good choices
● Completion of daily activities
● Create an “Acts of Kindness Chain”
● Make a flag
Summative Assessments
● Learn the Pledge of Allegiance in sign language
● End of unit Projects
● Make a class book about nice friends
● Project rubrics
● Identify and discuss Washington and Lincoln.
● Make a log cabin
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● explain a concept in two ways—with
words and a pictures
● diorama
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
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American Flag, Pledge of Allegiance, Statue of Liberty, White House, Bald Eagle
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will….

Students will be able to …

● Identify different types of groups.
● Explain the need for groups to have rules.
● Explain the need for rules and laws in the home, school, and
community.
● Give examples of rules or laws that establish order,
provide security, or manage conflict.
● Identify leadership roles in community, state, and country.
● Describe the responsibilities and characteristics of a good
leader.
● Identify the qualities of good citizenship as demonstrated
by ordinary people.
● Identify and use voting as a way to make decisions.
● Identify symbols of national identity, such as our flag
and the Pledge of Allegiance.
● Recognize characteristics of good citizenship, such as
belief in justice, truth, equality, and responsibility.
● Identify historical figures who were good citizens.
● Demonstrate understanding and skills through material such as
songs.

● Distinguish between different types
of groups and explain the need for
rules in all groups.
● Define rules and laws.
● Illustrate a leader in the community,
state, or country.
● List the responsibilities and
characteristics of a good leader.
● Define the qualities of a good
citizen in their community.
● Discuss how the community makes
decisions
● Participate in an election.
● List historical figures who
exemplify characteristics of
good citizenship.
● Illustrate and label symbols of our
national identity related to
citizenship.
● Listen to and discuss patriotic songs.

Instructional Plan
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Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will compliment board/compliment jar students can add to
about their friends.

Interactive whiteboard

Students will be writing about “If I were the President.”

Computer

Students will be writing about how to be a good friend.

Print Materials, Literature

Students will participate in cooperative group activities for 100th Day
of school.

Literature
Woodrow, the White House Mouse by P.C. Barnes
Washington, D.C.: A Scrapbook by Laura Lee Benson
Duck For President by Doreen Cronin
The Honest to Goodness Truth by Patricia McKissack
I Pledge Allegiance By Pat Mora
The American Flag by Patricia Ryon Quiri
If I Were President by Catherine Stier
A Big Cheese for the White House: The True Tale of a Tremendous Cheddar by Candace Fleming
So You Want To Be President by Judith St. George
Websites
http://socialstudiesforkids.com
http://brainpopjr.com

http://www.map-reading.com/chap4.php
http://congressforkids.net

http://brainpop.com
http://discoveryeducation.com
Modifications/Accommodations
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Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Additional Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Picture cards
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson
● https://study.com/academy/lesson/adaptations-accommodations-for-ell-students-in-reading.html
Gifted and Talented
● Students design questions
● Choice board to extend learning
● Expose to sophisticated vocabulary
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide preferential seating for group lessons and individual work
● Review concepts and important vocabulary from previous lessons before teaching new information
● Check for student understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures
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In unit 4 , the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed:

9.1

X

21st Century Themes

Career Ready Practices

Personal Financial Literacy

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Income and Careers

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

√

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

X

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

X

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

X

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness,
Exploration, and Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career Preparation

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital
tools and resources.

8.1.2.D.1

Develop an understanding of ownership of print and nonprint information.

Unit 4: Economics/Connecting to the World

Duration: March - April

Unit Summary
By working, people get the things they need and want. Some people are producers, but all are consumers. More
products and services are available through trade. Technology has changed the way people meet their wants and needs.
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NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. C.1 Apply opportunity cost (i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in
their communities.
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.4. C.6 Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and governments within the
economic system.
6.1.4. C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.
6.3.4. C.1 Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children.
Interdisciplinary Connections
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
Technology
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● People work to earn money.
● Volunteers do important jobs without getting paid.
● Needs are things people must have in order to live, like
shelter.
● Wants are things that people would like to have but do not
need in order to live.
● Goods are things that are made or grown.
● A service is something that people do for others.
● A factory is a building where things are made.
● Trade is when we give something and then get something
back.
● Technology is an advance that makes things faster, easier, or
better.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Why do people work?
What is a volunteer?
What are needs and wants?
What are goods and services?
What is a factory?
What is trade?
What is technology?

Evidence of Student Learning
Projects
● Create classroom reward system
● Use materials to create something new/be an innovator.

Other Assessments
Formative Assessments
● Round Robin Charts (students add to, then
pass chart to the person)
● Think-Pair-Share
● Something I now know is...poster or
collage depicting what the learned
Summative Assessments
● Teacher created project rubric
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● Unit assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Teaching Strategies Gold
● Teacher Observations
● Sentence /Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric

Vocabulary
Choice, citizen, community, culture, fairness, future, globe, job, Money, Need, Problems, Rules, Solutions
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will….

Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●

Understand that people work to earn money and help others.
Explain the choices people make about earning money.
Identify needs and wants.
Explain the choices people make about spending and
saving.
● Distinguish between goods and services.
● Define trade.

● Explain why people work.
● List examples of needs and wants and
discuss choices people make when
earning, saving, and spending money.
● Define goods and services.
●

Participate in the trade process.
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● Identify ways in which science and technology have affected
communication, transportation, and recreation.

● Explain how communication,
transportation, and recreation have been
affected by science and technology.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will sort needs/wants pictures.

Interactive whiteboard

Students will watch Mr. Roger’s video of visiting crayon factory.

Computer

Classroom store-students can earn money and spend on
needs/wants.
Students will write about what job they want when they grow up.

Literature
Print Materials

Literature
The Night Worker by Kate Banks
Market Day by Lois Alert
A Busy Day at Mr. Kang’s Grocery Store by Alice K. Flanagan
Madlenka by Peter Sis
Joseph Had a Little Overcoat by Simms Tabaco
Click Clack Moo: Cows that Type by Doreen Cronin
Trashy Town by Andrea Zimmerman
Everybody Works by Shelly Potner and Ken Kreisle
Studies Weekly
Websites
http://scholastic.com

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/4142.htm

http://www.songsforteaching.com/folk/mycountrytisofthee.php
http://worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/comprose.htm

http://usflag.org/
http://ipledgeallegiance.com/
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http://www.m-w.com/maps/mwmapssn.html
http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/geology/leveson/core/linksa/direct
.html
http://brainpop.com
http://socialstudiesforkids.com

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/symbols/index.html
http://congressforkids.net
http://apples4theteacher.com
http://lessonplanet.com

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a
higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Additional Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Use group projects
● Provide hands on activities
● Allow extended time
Gifted and Talented
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations
● Use center, stations, or contracts
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● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time
● Work in a small group
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide frequent movement opportunities and breaks for students as needed
● Allow students with opportunities for additional time to complete assignments
● Provide small group and/or individual instruction to help reinforce concepts and new ideas being taught

In unit 5, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed:

21st Century Themes
9.1

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

X

Career Ready Practices

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
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Planning, Saving, and Investing

9.2

√

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration,
and Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.
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Technology
8.1.2.B.1

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital
tools and resources.

8.1.2.E.1

Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue.

Unit 5: People/Places in US History

Duration: May - June

Unit Summary
Beginning with Native Americans and continuing through the American revolution, the United States slowly grew and
changed. New people came to America and continue to do so today.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e.,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation
and improvement of American democracy.
6.1.4. D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.
6.1.4. D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.
6.1.4. D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and present.
6.1.4. D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.
6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
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6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
Interdisciplinary Connections
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
Technology
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● Native Americans were the first people to live in America,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
● A tradition is a special way of doing something to what is
passed down over time.

Essential Questions
●
●
●
●

What is a Native American?
What are traditions?
What is an explorer?
How did the Native Americans help the
Pilgrims?
● What key historical people and document
led to the development of our nation?
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● An explorer is a person who traveled to learn about a new
● What is a pioneer?
place.
● What is an immigrant?
● Native Americans helped the Pilgrims to survive by showing
them how to fish, hunt, and grow food.
● George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin
Franklin were important to the development of the United
States history and development.
● The United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights are
important documents that led to the development of our
nation.
● Pioneers leave their homes to inhabit a land they do not
know.
● An immigrant is a person who leaves a country to live in
another.
Evidence of Student Learning
Projects
● Collect items for care package to be sent to troops
● Create and label a book of US symbols
● Vote on favorite vacation spot/have students share their
opinion on best vacation spots.

Other Assessments
Formative Assessments
● Classroom Discussion
● Anecdotal Notes
● Exit Slips
● Checklists
● Open Ended Questions
● Rubrics
● Participation and teacher observation
Summative Assessments
● Presentations or Projects
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● Portfolios
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Teaching Strategies Gold
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Group work/ class discussion rubric
Vocabulary
Martin Luther King, Jr., Abraham Lincoln, Pilgrims, Squanto, George Washington, Columbus, President, White House,
Statue of Liberty, American Landmarks, American Flag
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will….

Students will be able to …

● Identify Native Americans as the first people to live in North
America.
● Explain Native American traditions.
● Learn about early explorers to America.
● Recognize how the Pilgrims overcame hardship with the
help of Native Americans.
● Explain how the original 13 colonies became the United
States.
● Identify contributions of historical figures that have
influenced the nation.

● Recognize Native Americans as the first
people to live in North America.
● Describe Native American traditions.
● Identify early explorers to America.
● List how the Native Americans helped
the Pilgrims overcome hardship.
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● Identify important historical documents to the development of
the United States.

● Name historical figures and documents
and describe how they contributed to our
history.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will write thank you letters to veterans for Memorial Day.

Interactive whiteboard

Invite an active duty or veteran into your classroom to present to the
students.
Students will view American landmarks and U.S. symbols on the
computer.
Students will make flags.

Print Materials

Students will write about a vacation they have taken or will take (in
the US).
Literature

Writing utensils

Computer
Literature

Where Did Your Family Come From? A Book About Immigrants by Melvin and Gilda Berger
Frank’s Great Museum Adventure by Rod Clement
Museums by Jason Cooper
Covered Wagons, Bumpy Trails by Verla Kay
Grandmother’s Dreamcatcher by Becky Ray McCain
Who Came Down That Road? By George Ella Lyon
How Chipmunk Got His Stripes: A Tale of Bragging and Teasing by Joseph Bruchac and James Bruchac
Red Flower Goes West by Ann Turner

Websites
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http://scholastic.com
http://www.terrafly.com

http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/gazetteer
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/discovery/exploration
/map_navigation_animation.shtml
http://apples4theteacher.com
http://socialstudiesforkids.com

http://brainpop.com
http://lessonplanet.com
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignments.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Compare home country’s symbols to ours
● Use visuals
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Write a description in symbol books
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills
● Use center, stations, or contracts
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
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● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
Special Education/504
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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In unit 6 , the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed:

21st Century Themes

9.1

X

Career Ready Practices

Personal Financial Literacy

CRP1.
Act as a responsible and
contributing citizen and employee.

Income and Careers

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and
innovation.
CRP7 . Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration,
and Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career
paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance
productivity.

Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital
tools and resources.
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8.1.P.E.1

Use the Internet to explore and investigate questions with a teacher’s
support.

Unit 6: Holidays/Celebrating Culture & Heritage

Duration: Ongoing

Unit Summary
Holidays will be discussed during the appropriate time of the school year.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental
rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).
6.1.4. A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for
social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
6.1.4. D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
6.1.4. D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.
6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
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6.3.4. A.2 Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including community
members and local officials.
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary Connections
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
Technology
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
8.1.P.E.1 Use the Internet to explore and investigate questions with a teacher’s support.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…
● Labor Day is when we show respect for our country’s working
people.
● Patriot’s Day is when we show pride for our country and
remembrance for September 11th.
● Constitution Day is when we celebrate the writing of the
Constitution of the United States.
● Columbus Day is when we celebrate Christopher Columbus
discovering the new world.
● Halloween is a fall holiday. We need to be safe while
celebrating this holiday.
● Veterans’ Day is when we celebrate the people who have
fought in our country's armed services.
● Election Day is when we discuss the importance of voting in
elections.
● Thanksgiving Day is when we remember the feast shared by
the Pilgrims and Native Americans.
● Hanukkah is a winter holiday celebrated for 8 nights.
● Christmas is a winter holiday in which people give and receive
gifts.
● Kwanzaa is a winter holiday celebrating African heritage.
● New Year’s is when we celebrate the promise of a new year.
● Martin Luther King Jr. Day is celebrated in remembrance of
the changes in laws that he influenced to help African
Americans earn equal rights.
● Chinese New Year is a winter holiday celebrated in China.
● Valentine’s Day is a holiday celebrating love and friendship.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What is Labor Day?
What is Patriot’s Day?
What is Constitution Day?
What is Columbus Day?
What is Halloween?
What is Veterans’ Day
What is Election Day?
What is Thanksgiving?
What is Hanukkah?
What is Christmas?
What is Kwanzaa?
What is New Year’s?
What is Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day?
What is Chinese New Year?
What is Valentine’s Day?
What is Presidents’ Day?
What is St. Patrick’s Day?
What is Easter?
What is Passover?
What is Earth Day?
What is Arbor Day?
What is Cinco de Mayo?
What is Mother’s Day?
What is Memorial Day?
What is Father’s Day?
What is Independence Day?
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● Presidents’ Day is when we celebrate the work of Presidents
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.
● St. Patrick’s Day is an Irish holiday celebrated in March.
● Easter is a spring holiday celebrated in March or April.
● Passover is a spring holiday celebrated in March or April.
● Earth Day is when we discuss ways to protect the earth.
● Arbor Day is when we discuss protecting trees.
● Cinco de Mayo is a spring holiday celebrating independence.
● Mother’s Day is when we show appreciation for mothers.
● Father’s Day in when we show appreciation for fathers.
● Memorial Day is when we show respect for the soldiers who
died for our country.
● Independence Day is when we celebrate our country’s
birthday.
Evidence of Student Learning
Projects
●
●
●
●

Compare and contrast winter holidays
Create All About Me book throughout the year
Holiday parties/celebrations
Holiday story night

Other Assessments
Formative Assessments
● Open Ended Questions/ Classroom
Discussion
● Anecdotal Notes
● Checklists
● Vocabulary / Picture match up
Summative Assessments
● Pre-test, post-test, and daily work
● Presentations or Projects
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● Portfolios
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Teaching Strategies Gold
● Project Rubric
● Venn diagram
Vocabulary
Martin Luther King, Jr., Abraham Lincoln, Pilgrims, Squanto, George Washington, Columbus Day , Election Day, Flag
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Memorial Day, President’s Day, Thanksgiving, Veterans’ Day
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will….

Students will be able to …

● Explain how selected celebrations reflect an American love
of individualism and freedom.
● Discuss how holidays reflect our local and national heritage.

● Identify major holidays and relate how
different people celebrate them.
● Explain why certain holidays are related to
history.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources
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Students will create class constitution with guidelines on how to have
a successful school year.

Interactive Whiteboard

Students will write and share a list of things they are thankful for.

Literature

Students will participate in a Halloween parade.

Computer

Students will write a resolution for the new year.

Print Materials
Literature

Labor Day by Carmen Bredeson
Thanksgiving is for Giving Thanks by Margaret Sutherland and Sonja Lamut
What is Thanksgiving? by Michelle Medlock Adams
In November by Cynthia Rylant
A Picture Book of Martin Luther King, Jr. by David A. Adler
Martin Luther King, Jr. by Pam Parker
Celebrating Presidents’ Day by Kimberly Jordano
Presidents’ Day by David F. Marx
Memorial Day by Jacqueline S. Cotton
Memorial Day Surprise by Theresa Golding
Independence Day by Trudy Stain Trueit
The Fourth of July Story by Ashley Dagliess
Websites
http://scholastic.com
http://socialstudiesforkids.com
http://brainpop.com
http://primarygames.com

http://lessonplanet.com
http://apples4theteacher.com
http://congresskids.net
Suggested Options for Differentiation

English Language Learners
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● Have students share their holiday traditions
● Use visuals such as gestures, props, graphic gestures, props, graphic organizers and charts. organizers and
charts
● IPre teach key vocabulary and concepts
Gifted and Talented
● Propose interest-based extension activities
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
● Make use of video or music
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Have student repeat directs and/or concept before starting projects
● Cooperative learning
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Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 1
Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
EMS BOE Approved October 23, 2019

Statement of Purpose
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
Pacing Guide

1

Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1 – Communities All About Communities

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 2 – Geography Our Earth

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 3 – Citizenship/Working Together

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 4 – Economics

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 5-History People and Places in History

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 6 Holiday/ Celebrating Culture and Heritage

Ongoing throughout the school year

Core Materials
Scholastic Studies Weekly

Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

2

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

X

Income and Careers

Career Ready Practices

√

√

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

√

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

3

9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

X

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

Unit 1: Communities All About Communities

Duration: September - October

Unit Summary
Communities are places where people live. Communities develop in urban, rural, and suburban areas. In communities,
people help each other and follow rules. Transportation and communication in communities have changed over time.
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NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of
people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4. A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at the local and
national levels of United States government.
6.1.4. B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.4. C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.
6.3.4. A.1 Evaluate what makes a good rule or law.
6.3.4. A.2 Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local issues.
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary Skills
1.3.2. C.1 Portray characters when given specifics about circumstances, plot, and thematic intent, demonstrating
logical story sequence and informed character choices.
RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
SL.1.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion).
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
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21st Century Life and Careers skills
9.1 All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to
function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● A community is a place where people live, work, and have
fun together.
● A neighbor is someone who lives in the same neighborhood.
● There are suburban, rural, and urban areas.
● Laws are rules people in a community must follow.
● A good citizen is a member of the community who helps
others.

● What is a community?
● What are neighbors?
● What different kinds of communities are
there?
● What are laws?
● What is a good citizen?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments
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Students will come in dressed as what they want to be when they
grow up (career). Students will give an oral presentation explaining
why they chose that job and what they their job entails and the
importance it plays in the community. Students will also portray this
character in a specific situation that is part of their job to show how
important this community helper is to our town. Students will
demonstrate a logical event based on the person’s job.

Formative Assessments
● Classroom Discussions
● Anecdotal notes
● Exit slips
● Check lists
● Cooperative learning groups
● Teacher Observation
Summative Assessments
● Pre/Post Tests
● End of Unit Test
● Presentations/projects
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Sentence Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
Career, Community, Suburban, Rural , Urban, Neighbor
Knowledge and Skills
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Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●
●

People live in communities.
Community members work together for the common good.
Characteristics of cities, suburbs, and rural areas.
Significance of community landmarks.
Literature increases knowledge about how a city or urban
area, small town or village, and rural area are different.
● Changes in communication and transportation and explore
ways that these changes have affected people’s lives.
● Qualities of good citizenship and recognize ways to show
good citizenship.
● How rules and laws help communities.

● Identify where they live using a world
address.
● Discuss why communities exist.
● Identify the characteristics of different
communities, including specific
landmarks.
● Discuss different types of transportation
and communication available in their
community.
● Apply the qualities of good citizenship by
following rules and laws.
● List ways rules and laws help people.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will participate in a Community helpers Career DayParents come in and talk to the class about their job and the
important role they play within the community.

Brainpop Jr., parent letter, signup sheet

Students will create an Eagleswood Township travel brochure
containing local attractions to show why others should visit such as:
Stafford Forge, Calloway’s Amusement Park, etc.
Students will create a Community Map of town including landmarks,
a key, and map out path from school to home.

Sample brochure, Google maps, books,
Chromebook, art supplies
Sample map, art supplies, Chromebook
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Students will create an advertisement for their favorite place in the
neighborhood that shows why others should visit.

Art supplies, sample advertisement

Students will interview someone from their community who has
resided there a long time in order to discover how their role in the
community has evolved or changed over time.

Sample interview

Students will describe the physical features and human
characteristics of neighborhoods (including simple landforms,
populations, types of housing, i.e., apartments, condos, houses, etc.
and transportation systems). Students will identify the type of
community in which they live (rural, urban or suburban) and defend
their choice verbally or in writing.

Websites, google maps

Students will identify various jobs within their community and
compare/ contrast them to jobs within other rural, urban or suburban
communities.

Online resources, Chromebook, google
classroom

Students will identify their family heritage and make a class tally
chart or bar graph to show diversity.

Chart paper, art supplies

Literature
Franklin’s Neighborhood by Paulette Bourgeois
Uptown by Bryan Collier
Next Stop Grand Central by Maira Kalman
Town and Country by Alice Provensen & Martin Provensen
Madlenka by Peter Sis
Mei-Mei Loves The Morning by Margaret Tsubakiyama
Grandpa’s Corner Store by Dyanne Disalvo-Ryan
Yard Sale! by Mitra Modarressi
Websites
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An elementary education resource site for teachers. Educational
activities are categorized by subject.
Animated Educational Site for Kids - Science, Social Studies,
English, Math, Arts & Music, Health, and Technology

http://apples4theteacher.com
https://jr.brainpop.com

A site with articles, subjects, and tons of links for all subjects of
http://socialstudiesforkids.com
social studies.
A literacy resources for kids and outstanding children's books to
http://scholastic.com
schools, teachers, and families for more than 90 years.
Find 350000+ lesson plans and worksheets reviewed and rated by
http://lessonplanet.com
teachers. Lesson plans for all subjects including science, math,
language arts and more.
The Site for families, kids, parents and teachers - Write a story, read http://goodnightstories.com/
it, or hear it
Teaches kids from kindergarten through 12th grade about the
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/kfederal government, from the U.S.Government Printing Office.
2/government/index.html
Find activities that develop map skills in students from preK to
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/m
Grade 6. It also deepens and gives a more complete
ap-skills-elementary-students
understanding of history
Educational games and videos from Curious George, Wild Kratts
http://www.pbskids.org
and other PBS KIDS shows!
A green CITY OF YOUR OWN! Metropolis a curriculum developed
http://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity/
by John Martoni, a third-grade teacher and planner.
Primary Games has free arcade games featuring the best action,
http://primarygames.com
adventure, sports, and racing games!
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase
● Use visual
● Introduce key vocabulary before lessons
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● Provide peer tutoring
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Provide whole group enrichment exploration
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills
● Use center, stations, or contracts
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives
● Allow students to draw responses or answer orally
Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

Career Ready Practices
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9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

√

Money Management
Credit and Debt Management

9.2

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

√

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

√

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.
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Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career Preparation

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural
global competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Unit 2: Geography Our Earth

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

Duration: November - December

Unit Summary
Our Earth tells about the people, plants, and animals that live on Earth. Maps and globes help us learn about different
landforms on Earth. Earth’s seasons and its resources affect our lives.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine when the
information may be useful.
6.1.4. B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how
people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
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6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.4. C.9 Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the world differently.
6.3.4. A.2 Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local issues.
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
SL.1.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the
topics and texts under discussion).
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life & Career Skills
9.1 All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to
function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
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CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● Geography tells about the Earth, people, plants, and animals
that live on Earth.
● Our country is made up of capitals and states.
● Our world is made up of seven continents and four oceans.
● Our country is made up of various landforms and bodies of
water.
● Summer, fall, winter, and spring affect our daily lives by
making us adapt to changes.
● A natural resource is something that is in nature that is ready
for people for use.
● We can protect the earth by making minimal changes and
practicing recycling.

● How does geography help me?
● What are important characteristics of our
country and world?
● What different landforms make up our
country?
● What are the four seasons and how do
they affect our lives?
● What is a natural resource and how do we
use them?
● How can we protect the Earth?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Create a Map Students will create a map of something within the
school using symbols for landmarks, map key and map scale.
Examples being the classroom, favorite special, playground or
school showing route to a destination. The map will be given to a
partner and the partner will have to navigate using the map.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Musical Contient Chant
● Checklists
● Open Ended Questions
● Participation and teacher observation
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Me on the Map Children will create a travel brochure of where they
live on their plant.

Summative Assessments
● Quizzes
● Daily assignments
● Chapter tests
● End of unit tests
● Presentations or Projects
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
Earth, continents, oceans, capitals, states, landforms, seasons, weather, natural resources, conservation, map, globe,
compass rose, map key, map scale
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● Identify the United States and her neighbors on a map and
globe.

● Utilize a map and a globe to identify the
United States and her border neighbors.
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● Identify the oceans and seven continents on a map and
globe.
● Identify major landforms and bodies of water on maps and
globes.
● Learn how to use a compass rose, map key, and map scale.
● Recognize the difference between weather and seasons.
● Find out how weather patterns affect people’s activities.
● Explain what natural resources are.
● Explain how people depend on natural resources to satisfy
their basic needs.
● Learn how the Earth has been changed by people and
identify ways in which people have changed her.
● Identify ways of protecting Earth.
● Recognize ways people can conserve and replenish natural
resources.

● Utilize a map and a globe to identify the
oceans, continents, major landforms, and
bodies of water.
●

Explain how to use a compass rose, map
key, and map scale.

● Distinguish between weather and seasons
vocabulary.
● Discuss how weather influences personal
activity.
● Describe natural resources and how
people are dependent on them to satisfy
basic needs.
● Explain how the Earth has been changed
by people.
● Illustrate how people can protect the Earth
and conserve and replenish her resources.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities
Given a world map and a globe, students will identify oceans and
continents, country borders, the location of the United States and
New Jersey, places that are usually hot (near the equator) and
usually cold (near the poles) and various symbols (cities, mountains,
water) in a variety of ways (e.g., finger pointing, coloring, verbal or
written explanation)

Resources
● World map
● Globe
● Coloring pencils
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Students will interview a family member about a neighborhood that
they grew up in. Using a sheet of paper will create of map of that
neighborhood using map symbols for landmarks.
Students will create a map of their bedroom and share with the
class.
Students will record and graph the weather, temperature and
activities to identify patterns related seasons.

● Construction paper
● Coloring pencils

Students will plant flowers on school grounds to contribute to
renewable/natural resources.

● Flowers
● Gardening tools
● Brainpop jr.

●
●
●
●

Construction paper
Coloring pencils
Graph
Chromebook (check weather)

Literature
The Earth and I by Frank Asch
Our Earth by Anne Rockwell
Earthdance by Joanne Ryder
In November by Cynthia Rylant
On the Same Day in March: A Tour of the World’s Weather by Marilyn Singer
Letter to the Lake by Susan Swanson
Our Big Home: An Earth Poem by Linda Glaser
River Friendly, River Wild by Jane Kurtz
Websites
Color landforms of the United States
Virtual tours of landmarks around the world
List of States and Capitals, as well as State facts

http://fermi.jhuapl.edu/states/states.html
https://www.google.com/earth/explore/showcase/
http://www.50states.com/

Short videos about landforms, countries, and map reading

https://jr.brainpop.com/
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An elementary education resource site for teachers. Educational
activities are categorized by subject.
Historical maps, modern maps, maps in general
Information on natural resources
Lesson plans, videos, presentations, activities, apps, and
worksheets
Digital version of weekly readers as well as short video clips

http://apples4theteacher.com
http://socialstudiesforkids.com
http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/world/nres.html
http://lessonplanet.com
http://scholastic.com

Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Use visuals • Introduce key vocabulary before lesson
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
● Use visual aids and graphics
Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
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Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

X

Income and Careers

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.
√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
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9.2

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career Preparation

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Unit 3: Citizenship/Working Together

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

Duration: January - February
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Unit Summary
A citizen is a person who belongs to a country. Good citizens make our country a better place. They follow rules and
laws so that they get along. They vote to choose leaders. Citizens of the United States have songs, symbols, and
sayings that help celebrate our country.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of
people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e.,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation
and improvement of American democracy.
6.1.4. A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at the local and
national levels of United States government.
6.1.4. A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for
social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
6.1.4. B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.4. C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are interrelated and are
affected by the global market and events in the world community.
6.1.4. D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.
6.1.4. D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.
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6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
6.3.4. A.1 Evaluate what makes a good rule or law.
6.3.4. A.2 Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local issues.
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
SL.1.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion).
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life & Career Skills
9.1: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to
function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● A good citizen makes his or her country and community a
better place.
● A good citizen follows the rules.
● The American flag, Statue of Liberty, Liberty Bell, the bald
eagle, etc. are some symbols of the United States.

● What makes a good citizen?
● How does a good citizen act?
● What are some symbols that represent the
United States?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments
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Rule Rule! Writing Activity. Students List reasons to follow rules
and types of rule for different situations.(safety, order, conflict).
Then, complete the Rules Rule! Crafty activity by placing their
“rules” on ruler template.

Mini Booklet Students identify the visuals on each page as a rule
or a law. Then, complete the sentence to match the illustration.

Formative Assessments
● Classroom Discussion
● Discussion prompts
● Correct completion of Mini Booklet
Summative Assessments
● Pre-test, post-test, and daily work
● Chapter tests
● District benchmarks or interim assessments
● End of unit tests
● Presentations or Projects
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
citizen, leader, community, rules, laws, patriotic symbol, justice, equality,
Knowledge and Skills
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Content

Skills

Students will ….

Students will be able to...

● Identify different types of groups.
● Explain the need for groups to have rules.
● Explain the need for rules and laws in the home, school, and
community.
● Give examples of rules or laws that establish order, provide
security, or manage conflict.
● Identify leadership roles in community, state, and country.
● Describe the responsibilities and characteristics of a good
leader.
● Identify the qualities of good citizenship as demonstrated by
ordinary people.
● Identify and use voting as a way to make decisions.
● Identify symbols of national identity, such as our flag and the
Pledge of Allegiance.
● Recognize characteristics of good citizenship, such as belief
in justice, truth, equality, and responsibility.
● Identify historic figures who were good citizens.
● Demonstrate understanding and skills through material such
as songs.

● Distinguish between different types of
groups and explain the need for rules in all
groups.
● Define rules and laws.
● Illustrate a leader in the community, state,
or country.
● List the responsibilities and characteristics
of a good leader.
● Define the qualities of a good citizen in their
community.
● Discuss how the community makes
decisions.
● Participate in an election.
● List historical figures who exemplify
characteristics of good citizenship.
Illustrate and label symbols of our national
identity related to citizenship.
● Listen to and discuss patriotic songs

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create a class constitution with classroom rules.
● Art supplies
● Powerpoint Presentation
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Guess Who? Activity. Students create an interactive anchor chart
illustrating a picture of one person they know who is a good citizen.
Each picture is displayed on the anchor chart. The class guesses
who it is.

●
●
●
●
●

Chart paper
Good citizen ideas
Large chart paper
Art supplies
Modeled example

Literature
Woodrow, the White House Mouse by P.C. Barnes
Washington, D.C.: A Scrapbook by Laura Lee Benson
The American Flag by Patricia Ryon Quiri
The Day Gogo Went to Vote, South Africa, 1994 by Elinor Sisulu
If I Were President by Catherine Stier
A Big Cheese for the White House: The True Tale of a Tremendous Cheddar by Candace Fleming
So You Want To Be President by Judith St. George
If Kids Ruled the World (Kids Can Press)
Officer Buckle and Gloria
Websites
The Site for family’s kid’s parents and teachers - Write a story,
read it, or hear it.
A literacy resources for kids and outstanding children's books to
schools, teachers, and families for more than 90 years.
Lesson plans and worksheets reviewed and rated by teachers.
Lesson plans for all subjects including science, math, language arts
and more.
A site with articles, subjects, and tons of links for all subjects of
social studies.
Weekly classroom news magazine that motivates kids to read!
Issues cover a wide range of real-world topics kids love to learn
about.

http://goodnightstories.com/
www.scholastic.com
www.lessonplanet.com

www.socialstudiesforkids.com
www.timeforkids.com
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Free arcade games featuring the best action, adventure, sports,
and racing games!

www.primarygames.com

A green CITY OF YOUR OWN! Metropolis a curriculum developed
by John Martoni, a third-grade teacher and planner.
Educational games and videos from Curious George, Wild Kratts
and other PBS KIDS shows.
An elementary education resource site for teachers. Educational
activities are categorized by subject.

http://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity

Animated Educational Site for Kids - Science, Social Studies,
English, Math, Arts & Music, Health, and Technology

https://jr.brainpop.com

www.pbskids.org
www.apples4theteacher.com

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
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●
●
●
●
●

Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase
Use visuals
Introduce key vocabulary before lesson
Provide peer tutoring
Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)

Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills
● Use center, stations, or contracts
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Work in Small Group

Unit 4 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
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Check all that apply
Career Ready Practices

21st Century Themes

9.1

X

X

X

Personal Financial Literacy

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Income and Careers

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

√

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

√

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

Becoming a Critical Consumer

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.
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9.2

X

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Unit 4: Economics

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

Duration: March - April

Unit Summary
By working, people get the things they need and want. Some people are producers, but not all are consumers. More
products and services are available through trade. Technology has changed the way people meet their wants and
needs.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
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6.1.4. C.4 Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.
6.1.4. C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods.
6.1.4. C.6 Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and governments within the
economic system.
6.1.4. C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are interrelated and are
affected by the global market and events in the world community.
6.1.4. C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.
6.1.4. C.11 Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial decisions within the community.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
SL.1.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion).
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life & Career Skills
9.1 21st Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and
problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and
organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation: All students will apply knowledge about and engage in the process of
career awareness, exploration, and preparation in order to navigate the globally competitive work environment of the
information age.
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CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

People work to earn money.
A tax is money people pay a community to support it.
Volunteers do important jobs without getting paid.
Needs are things people must have in order to live.
Wants are things that people would like to have but do not
need in order to live.
Goods are things that are made or grown.
A service is something people do for others.
A producer makes or grows goods to sell and a consumer
uses these goods. We are all consumers.
A factory is a building where things are made.
Trade is when we give something and then get something
back.
Technology is an advance that makes things faster, easier or
better.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Why do people work?
What is a tax and what is it used for?
What is a volunteer?
What are needs and wants?
What are goods and services?
What are producers and consumers?
What is a factory?
What is trade?
What is technology?

Evidence of Student Learning
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Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Goods I Need/Goods I Want craftivity: Students will draw a good
they need and a good they want on a shopping bag writing template
and label their pictures accordingly.
Services All Around Me Flip Book: Students will assemble the flip
book and draw one service they can receive or perform in each
location under the matching flap.
Goods and Services Sorting Activity: Place “Goods and
Services” title cards in a pocket chart. Direct students to sort the
community helper pictures into the matching categories. Have
students explain the role of each community helper as it is sorted to
justify reasoning.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Correctly complete sorting of wants and
needs
● Completed flipbook
● Participation
Summative Assessments
● Quizzes
● Pre-test, post-test, and daily work
● Chapter tests
● District benchmarks or interim
assessments
● End of unit tests
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Sentence frames

Vocabulary
Money, needs, wants, tax, goods, services, trade, factory, volunteers, producers, consumers

34

Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● Understand that people work to earn money and help others.
● Explain the choices people make about earning money.
Identify needs and wants.
● Explain the choices people make about spending and saving.
● Distinguish between goods and learn what producers and
consumers are.
● Distinguish between producing and consuming.
● Trace a product from a natural resource to finished goods.
Understand trade.
● Identify ways in which science and technology have affected
communication, transportation, and recreation.

● Explain why people work.
● List examples of needs and wants and
discuss choices people make when
earning, saving, and spending money.
● Define goods, services, producers, and
consumers.
● Sequence the process of creating finished
goods from a natural resource.
● Participate in the trade process.
● Explain how communication,
transportation, and recreation have been
affected by science and technology.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will examine how people make economic decisions based
upon their needs and wants (including what it means to “save”
money). Students will draw and explain (verbally and in writing) how

Modeled example, mentor text, art supplies
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and why they should spend a sum of money on either a need or
want when posed with a specific scenario.
Students will create an anchor chart of goods, services, producers,
consumers and each make contributions to the four categories.

Anchor chart, art supplies, Chromebook

Literature
The Night Worker by Kate Banks
E-Mail by Larry Dane Brimner
Market Day by Lois Ehlert
A Busy Day at Mr. Kang’s Grocery Store by Alice K. Flanagan
Madlenka by Peter Sis
Joseph Had a Little Overcoat by Simms Taback
Click Clack Moo: Cows that Type by Doreen Cronin
Trashy Town by Andrea Zimmerman
Websites
The Site for family’s kid’s parents and teachers - Write a story, read
it, or hear it.
A literacy resources for kids and outstanding children's books to
schools, teachers, and families for more than 90 years.
Lesson plans and worksheets reviewed and rated by teachers.
Lesson plans for all subjects including science, math, language arts
and more.
A site with articles, subjects, and tons of links for all subjects of
social studies.
Weekly classroom news magazine that motivates kids to read!
Issues cover a wide range of real-world topics kids love to learn
about.

http://goodnightstories.com/
www.scholastic.com
www.lessonplanet.com

www.socialstudiesforkids.com
www.timeforkids.com
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Free arcade games featuring the best action, adventure, sports, and
racing games!

www.primarygames.com

A green CITY OF YOUR OWN! Metropolis a curriculum developed
by John Martoni, a third-grade teacher and planner.
Educational games and videos from Curious George, Wild Kratts
and other PBS KIDS shows.
An elementary education resource site for teachers. Educational
activities are categorized by subject.

http://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity

Animated Educational Site for Kids - Science, Social Studies,
English, Math, Arts & Music, Health, and Technology

https://jr.brainpop.com

www.pbskids.org
www.apples4theteacher.com

Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase
● Use visuals
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson
● Provide peer tutoring
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills
● Use center, stations, or contracts
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
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● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated

Unit 5 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
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CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

Becoming a Critical Consumer

9.2

√

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
√

Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
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8.1.2.B.1.

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

40

Unit 5: History People and Places in History

Duration: May - June

Unit Summary
Beginning with Native Americans and continuing through the American revolution, the United States slowly grew and
changed. New people came to America and continue to do so today.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e.,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation
and improvement of American democracy.
6.1.4. D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape
of New Jersey.
6.1.4. D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New
Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.
6.1.4. D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a nation, historically and
today.
6.1.4. D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey.
6.1.4. D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.
6.1.4. D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.
6.1.4. D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
6.1.4. D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and present.
6.1.4. D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.
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6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
SL.1.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the
topics and texts under discussion).
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life & Career Skills
9.1 All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to
function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

42

Students will understand that…
● Native Americans were the first people to live in America,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
● Native Americans helped the Pilgrims to survive by showing
them how to fish, hunt, and grow food.
● George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin
Franklin were important to the development of the United
States history and development. The Mayflower Compact,
the Declaration of Independence, the United States
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights are important documents
that led to the development of our nation.
● An immigrant is a person who leaves a country to live in
another.
● Pioneers leave their homes to inhabit a land they do not
know.

● What is a Native American?
● How did the Native Americans help the
Pilgrims?
● What key historical people and documents
led to the development of our nation?
● What is an immigrant?
● What is a pioneer?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Checklists
● Classroom Discussion
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●
●
●
●
●

Anecdotal Notes
Exit Slips
Open Ended Questions
Teacher observation
Participation

Summative Assessments
● Pre-test, post-test, and daily work
● Chapter tests
● District benchmarks or interim
assessments
● End of unit tests
● Quizzes
● Presentations
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
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Native Americans, traditions, pilgrims, colonies, documents, immigrant, pioneer
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● Identify Native Americans as the first people to live in North
America.
● Explain Native American traditions.
● Learn about early explorers to America.
● Recognize how the Pilgrims overcame hardship with the help
of Native Americans.
● Explain how the original 13 colonies became the United
States.
● Identify contributions of historical figures that have
influenced the nation.
● Identify and explain the importance of historical documents
to the development of the United States.
● Describe how the United States grew over time.

● Recognize Native Americans as the first
people to live in North America.
● Describe Native American traditions.
● Identify early explorers to America.
● List how the Native Americans helped the
Pilgrims overcome hardship.
● Recognize that there were 13 original
colonies.
● Name historical figures and documents
and describe how they contributed to our
history.
● Show the growth of the United States.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will explain orally, with a Venn diagram or through a
project, how their school’s character education/anti-bullying
program is the same as the actions of historic figures like Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Model text, model venn diagram, brainpopjr.
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Students will explain (verbally or visually) what the patriotic holidays
and symbols of our nation stand for and why each is important.
Students will explain the bravery that Ruby Bridges displayed for
Black History Month. Students will create a construction paper
Ruby Bridges and write a response as to why they felt she was so
brave.
Students will explore Brainpopjr. And the important women that
played a role in our nation’s history. Students then will participate in
a game of Kahoot.
Students will commemorate Hellen Keller in honor of Women’s
history month by reading mentor text and making their names in
braille with split peas.
Literature

Brainpop Jr., mentor texts
Ruby Bridges book, model, art supplies, writing
paper

Kahoot, Chromebook, brainpopjr.

Mentor text, sentence strips, art supplies, braille
code alphabet, dried split peas

Where Did Your Family Come From? A Book About Immigrants by Melvin and Gilda Berger
Frank’s Great Museum Adventure by Rod Clement
Museums by Jason Cooper
Covered Wagons, Bumpy Trails by Verla Kay
Grandmother’s Dreamcatcher by Becky Ray McCain
Who Came Down That Road? by George Ella Lyon
How Chipmunk Got His Stripes: A Tale of Bragging and Teasing by Joseph Bruchac and James Bruchac
Red Flower Goes West by Ann Turner
Websites
Lesson plans and worksheets reviewed and rated by teachers.
Lesson plans for all subjects including science, math, language arts
and more.
Social Studies for Kids is a site with articles, subjects, and tons of
links for all subjects of social studies.
An elementary education resource site for teachers. Educational
activities are categorized by subject.
Free arcade games featuring the best action, adventure, sports,
and racing games!

http://lessonplanet.com

http://socialstudiesforkids.com
http://apples4theteacher.com
http://primarygames.com
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Watch exciting videos from BBC programs that are full of facts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/discovery/exploration
about space and presented by ...Exploration. A wide variety of
/map_
missions of exploration seek to explain the Universe's unanswered
questions. ... UK Dark Matter Collaboration.
TerraFly changes the way you view your world. Simply enter an
http://www.terrafly.com
address, and our system will put you at the controls of a new and
innovative way to explore your world.
Listings of geographic entity names, codes, total population, ... You http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/gazetteer
are here: Census.gov › Geography › Maps & Data ›
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase
● Use visuals
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson
● Provide peer tutoring
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills
● Use center, stations, or contracts
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Modifications/Accommodations
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Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Allow Extra Time
● Work in Small Group
● Allow Answers to be given orally or dictated.
● Use large print books, or books with braille, books on CD

Unit 6 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers
X

Career Ready Practices

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
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CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

Becoming a Critical Consumer

9.2

√

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
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8.1.2.B.1.

Unit 6: Celebrating Our Heritage

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

Duration: Ongoing

Unit Summary
Holidays will be discussed during the appropriate time of the school year.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental
rights.
6.1.4. A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for
social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
6.1.4. D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
6.1.4. D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.
6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
6.3.4. A.2 Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local issues.
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
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RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
SL.1.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the
topics and texts under discussion).
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
9.1 21st Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and
problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and
organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● Labor Day is when we show respect for our country’s working
people.
● Thanksgiving Day is when we remember the feast shared by
the Pilgrims and Native Americans.
● Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is celebrated in remembrance of
the changes in laws that he influenced to help African
Americans earn equal rights.

●
●
●
●
●
●

What is Labor Day?
What is Thanksgiving?
What is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day?
What is Presidents’ Day?
What is Memorial Day?
What is Independence Day?
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● Presidents’ Day is when we celebrate the work of Presidents
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.
● Memorial Day is when we show respect for the soldiers who
died for our country.
● Independence Day is when we celebrate our country’s
birthday.
Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Students will pretend to be a reporter and write an article about a
celebration relating to one of the holidays learned about throughout
the year. Article will include the who, what, when, where and why of
the holiday.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
●
●
●
●
●

Participation
Checklists
Open Ended Questions
Project Rubrics
Teacher observation

Summative Assessments
● Quizzes
● Pre-test, post-test, and daily work
● Chapter tests
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
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Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Holidays, celebrations, memorial, labor, Pilgrims, Native Americans, equal rights, President, independence
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know…

Students will be able to …

● Explain how selected celebrations reflect an American love of
individualism and freedom.
● Discuss how holidays reflect our local and national heritage.
● Learn the different types of celebrations related to the
holidays studied based on culture.

● Identify major holidays and relate how
different people celebrate them.
● Explain why certain holidays are related to
history

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources
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Students will help to create a list entitled Jobs ABC. Listing a job for
each letter of the alphabet. Then they will help to design a class
book illustrating all 26 jobs.

Art supplies, Chromebook, interactive projector

Students will disguise a turkey made out of construction paper so
they are not eaten on Thanksgiving.
Students will create peaceful protest posters and conduct a peaceful
protest march in honor of MLK.
Student will choose a president and research his life to learn
important facts such as birth date, home state, family members,
work experience, accomplishments, and other interests. Then start
your class on poster profiles of their presidents, asking them to
record highlights of their research information and add drawings and
pictures. After the children share their posters with the class, display
them for inspiration and reference during your presidential unit.
Students will sign a mock Declaration of Independence pertaining to
the upcoming expectations of a second grader.
Literature

Art supplies, modelled example, mentor text
Art supplies., modelled example, mentor text
Art supplies, modelled example, mentor text

Mock Declaration of Independence, markers

A Picture Book of Martin Luther King, Jr. by David A. Adler
Martin Luther King, Jr. by Pam Parker
Celebrating President's’ Day by Kimberly Jordano
Presidents’ Day by David F. Marx
Memorial Day by Jacqueline S. Cotton
The Wall by Eve Bunting
Memorial Day Surprise by Theresa Golding
Independence Day by Trudy Stain Trueit
The Fourth of July Story by Ashley Dagliess
Websites
A literacy resources for kids and outstanding children's books to
schools, teachers, and families for more than 90 years.

www.scholastic.com
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Lesson plans and worksheets reviewed and rated by teachers.
Lesson plans for all subjects including science, math, language arts
and more.
A site with articles, subjects, and tons of links for all subjects of
social studies.

www.lessonplanet.com

An elementary education resource site for teachers. Educational
activities are categorized by subject.
Animated Educational Site for Kids - Science, Social Studies,
English, Math, Arts & Music, Health, and Technology

www.apples4theteacher.com

www.socialstudiesforkids.com

www.jr.brainpop.com

Free arcade games featuring the best action, adventure, sports, and www.primarygames.com
racing games!
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase
● Use visuals
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson
● Provide peer tutoring
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills
● Use center, stations, or contracts
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
● Propose interest-based extension activities
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Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Use large print books, or books with braille, books on CD
● Allow Extra Time
● Work in Small Group
● Allow Answers to be given orally or dictated.
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Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 2
Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
EMS BOE Approved October 23, 2019

Statement of Purpose
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
Pacing Guide

Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1 –Citizenship/Working Together

Approximately 30 Days

Unit 2 – Communities/All About Communities/Culture

Approximately 30 Days

Unit 3 – Economics/Connecting to Our World/
Geography

Approximately 30 Days

Unit 4 – History, People and Places in History, Heritage

Approximately 30 Days

Core Materials
Scholastic Studies Weekly

Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

X

9.2

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

8.1.2.E.1

Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue.

Unit 1: Citizenship/Working Together

Duration: September - October

Studies Weekly Newspapers - 1, 3, 4, 16, 18, 19
Unit Summary
A citizen is a person who belongs to a country. Good citizens make our country a better place. They follow rules and
laws so that they get along. They vote to choose leaders. Citizens of the United States have songs, symbols, and
sayings that help celebrate our country.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of
people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e.,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation
and improvement of American democracy.

6.1.4. A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at the local and national
levels of United States government.
6.1.4. A.7 Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected
representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels.
6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and national levels, the
services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each level.
6.1.4. A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental
rights.
6.1.4. A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for
social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
6.1.4. C.1 Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their communities.
6.1.4. C.6 Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and governments within the
economic system.
6.1.4. C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are interrelated and are
affected by the global market and events in the world community.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.2.7. Explain how specific illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and
clarify a text.
SL.2.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with
care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
SL.2.5. Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to
clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.

21st Century Life & Career Skills
9.1 21st Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and
problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and
organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● A good citizen makes his or her country and community a
better place.
● A good citizen follows the rules.
● The American flag, Statue of Liberty, Liberty Bell, the bald
eagle, etc. are some symbols of the United States.

● What makes a good citizen?
● What does a good citizen do?
● What are some symbols that represent the
United States?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Create a flyer or poster for a Second Grade classroom to
show characteristics of a good citizen and what it means to
work together.
● Pretend you are presenting in a Social Studies class and role
play “turn and talk” with a partner.

●
●
●
●
●
●

Classroom Discussion
Exit Slips
Checklists
Presentations or Projects
Rubrics
Studies Weekly Quizzes

Summative Assessments
● Participation and teacher observation
● Pre-test, post-test, and daily work
● Chapter tests
● End of Unit Tests
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies Benchmark Assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Teacher Observation of Participation
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies Notebook
Vocabulary

Allegiance, honesty, indivisible, justice, pledge, republic, authority, consequences, courage, responsibility, citizens,
equal, opportunity, privacy, U.S. Constitution, immigrants, liberty, memorial, migrant workers, minutemen, replica,
symbol, government, governor, naturalization, president, commissioner, factory, free speech, gender, mills, mines,
recycle, responsibilities, rights
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● A community is a place where people live, work, and have

● Discuss why communities exist.
● Identify the characteristics of different

fun together.
● A neighbor is someone who lives in the same neighborhood.
● There are suburban, rural, and urban areas.

communities, including specific landmarks.
● Discuss different types of transportation

● Laws are rules people in a community must follow.

and communication available in their

● A good citizen is a member of the community who helps

community.
● Apply the qualities of good citizenship by

others

following rules and laws.
● List ways rules and laws help people.
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Create a concept map
Write Good Citizen in the center
Fill in ideas of how to be a good citizen

Being a Good Citizen
Adrian Vigliano

Famous Citizen Museum
● Choose a famous citizen

LIVES Poems about Famous Americans
Lee Bennett Hopkins

● Create a timeline (poster)
Community Activism Poster

Brainpop Rights and Responsibilities

Students will identify at least one good citizen found in current event
articles, fiction or nonfiction and justify their choice in writing.

Current event articles

Literature
Studies Weekly Newspaper
“Be Honest and Tell the Truth” by Cheri J. Meiners
“What If Everybody Did That?” by Ellen Javernick
“We Live here Too! Kids Talk About Good Citizenship” by Nancy Loewen
“Our National Symbols” by Linda Carlson Johnson
“Earth Day (Let’s Celebrate)” by Clara Cella
“We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States” by David Catrow
Websites
Social Studies for Kids is a site with articles, subjects, and tons
of links for all subjects of social studies,
BrainPOP - Animated Educational Site for Kids - Science, Social
Studies, English, Math, Arts & Music, Health, and Technology,

www.socialstudiesforkids.com

Independent, not-for-profit educational organization that provides
leadership in the development of living communities.
Interactive Website that promotes students to reread/listen to the
weekly articles and then play games that focus on the concepts
learned that week
Modifications

http://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity/

www.brainpop.com

www.studiesweekly.com

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.

English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation/Modifications/Accommodations
English Language Learners
● Teacher model/visual models and adjust activity when needed
● Chunk Text
● Pre-Teach Vocabulary
● Build Background Knowledge
● Use Sentence Starters
● Provide cues
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Teacher led small group and step by step instruction.
● Visual Models
● Provide Extra Time
Gifted and Talented
● Higher Level Questioning
● Reader Response Extension
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Allow Extra Time
● Work in Small Group
● Allow Answers to be given orally or dictated.
● Use audiobooks

Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

√

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

8.1.2.E.1

Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue.

Unit 2: Communities/All About Communities/Culture

Duration: November - December

Studies Weekly Newspapers - 2, 10, 20, 21, 22
Unit Summary
Communities are places where people live. Communities develop in urban, rural, and suburban areas. In communities
people help each other and follow rules. Transportation and communication in communities have changed over time.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of
people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4. A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at the local and national
levels of United States government.
6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and national levels, the
services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each level.
6.1.4. B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4. C.1 Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their communities.
6.1.4. C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.

6.1.4. C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.
6.3.4. A.1 Evaluate what makes a good rule or law.
6.3.4. A.2 Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local issues.
6.3.4. A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary skills
RI.2.7. Explain how specific illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and
clarify a text.
SL.2.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with
care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
SL.2.5. Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to
clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life & Career Skills
9.1 21st Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and
problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and
organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● A community is a place where people live, work, and have fun
together.
● A neighbor is someone who lives in the same neighborhood.
● There are suburban, rural, and urban areas.
● Laws are rules people in a community must follow.
● A good citizen is a member of the community who helps
others.

● What is a community?
● What are neighbors?
● What different kinds of communities are
there?
● What are laws?
● What is a good citizen?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
● Students will be creating a magazine as a group project that
will teach other Second Graders about communities and each
student will write a short blurb with an illustrative feature.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Classroom Discussion
● Exit Slips
● Checklists
● Presentations or Projects

● Cooperative Learning
● Groups
● Open Ended Questions
● Vocabulary Quizzes
● Rubrics
● Studies Weekly Quizzes
Summative Assessments
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Participation
Teacher Observation
Post-Test
Daily work
Chapter tests
End of unit quizzes
End of unit tests

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies Benchmark Assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations

●
●
●
●

Questions Starters
Participation Rubric
Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
Social Studies Notebook

Vocabulary
Distance, island, North America, Pacific Ocean, United States, consequences, endangered, extinct, natural resources,
population, public, recycle, experiments, inventor, phonograph, scientist, choice, food banks, scarcity, trade, capital
resources, human resources, natural resources, resources
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● Retell a story concerning a different culture to a small group.
● Understand the chronological structure of human impact on
New Jersey’s environment and the greater United States.
● Understand needs, wants, and differences of various cultures
● Compare and Contrast rules and laws.

● Make connections with various texts
● Ask questions to help clarify thinking.
● Compare and contrast two or more
versions of the same story.
● Distinguish between internal and external
conflicts between communities.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Community Quiz Show
The teacher will create a quiz on Quizizz based on the town of West
Creek/LBI for the children to answer.
Cultural Chain

Quizizz

Construction Paper

Students will design a link (strip of construction paper) that will
represent their cultural background. The links will then be connected
to form a chain to show how our nation is strong and connected
thanks to the different cultures that inhabit it.
Rural, Suburban, and Urban Community Project
Class is divided into groups representing each community
The students will design a presentation based on their research
pertaining to each community.

Chromebooks, Art Supplies,
Magazine clippings brought in from home

Literature
Studies Weekly Newspaper
“How Far Away? Comparing Trips” by Jennifer Marrewa
“Smart About the Fifty States” by Jon Buller
“The 13 Colonies: A New Life in a New World!” by Carole Marsh
“An Illustrated Timeline of Inventions and Inventors” by Kremena T. Spengler
“Families Around the World” by Margreit Ruurs
“Pigs Will Be Pigs: Fun with Math and Money” by Amy Axelrod
Websites
BrainPOP - Animated Educational Site for Kids - Science, Social
www.brainpop.com
Studies, English, Math, Arts & Music, Health, and Technology,
Using appealing, full-color illustrations, and engaging activities,
www.congressforkids.net
Congress for Kids will extend your learning in the basics about the
American federal government.
A website pertaining to how different cultures celebrate the
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/
Christmas holiday.
Interactive Website that promotes students to reread/listen to the
www.studiesweekly.com
weekly articles and then play games that focus on the concepts
learned that week
Suggested Options for Differentiation/Modifications/Accommodations
English Language Learners
● Teacher model/visual models and adjust activity when needed

● Summarize as you go
● Provide extra time
● Use visuals and gestures
● Use sentence starters
● Highlight key words
● Build background knowledge
Gifted and Talented
● Early Finishers Tic Tac Toe Board
● Higher level questioning
● Reader response Extension
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Teacher led small group and step by step instruction.
● Visual Models
● Chunk text
● Paragraph frames
● Summarize as you go
● Provide extra time
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

Career Ready Practices

9.1

Income and Careers

X

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

√

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

X

X

9.2

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

√

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

X

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Awareness

√

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Career Preparation

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

8.2.2.A.1

Define products produced as a result of technology or of nature.

Unit 3: Economics/Connecting to Our World/ Geography

Duration: January - February

Studies Weekly Newspapers - 6, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24
Unit Summary
Our Earth tells about the people, plants, and animals that live on Earth. Maps and globes help us learn about different
landforms on Earth. Earth’s seasons and its resources affect our lives. By working, people get the things they need and
want. Some people are producers, but not all are consumers. More products and services are available through trade.
Technology has changed the way people meet their wants and needs.
NJ Student Learning Standards

6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine when the
information may be useful.
6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the
United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.
6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and globes to measure
distances and to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude.
6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how
people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4.C.1 Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their communities
6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations
6.1.4. C.3 Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.
6.1.4. C.4 Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.
6.1.4. C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.
6.1.4. C.6 Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and governments within the
economic system.
6.1.4. C.7 Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced by the global market and
government.
6.1.4. C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are interrelated and are affected
by the global market and events in the world community.
6.1.4. C.9 Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the world differently.
6.1.4. C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.

6.1.4. C.11 Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial decisions within the community.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.2.7. Explain how specific illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and
clarify a text.
SL.2.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with
care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
SL.2.5. Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to
clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life & Career Skills
9.1 21st Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and
problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and
organizational cultures.
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.
9.3 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation: All students will apply knowledge about and engage in the process
of career awareness, exploration, and preparation in order to navigate the globally competitive work environment of the
information age.
9.4 Career and Technical Education All students who complete a career and technical education program will acquire
academic and technical skills for careers in emerging and established professions that lead to technical skill proficiency,
credentials, certificates, licenses, and/or degrees.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A tax is money that people pay to a community to pay the
workers for what they do.
Wants are things that people would like to have but do not
need in order to live.
Goods are things that are made or grown. A service is
something that people do for others.
A producer makes or grows goods to sell and a consumer
uses the goods. We are all consumers.
Trade is when we give something and then get something
back. Different countries trade using various routes.
Technology is an advantage that makes things faster, easier,
or better.
Geography tells about the Earth, people, plants and animals.
Our country is made up of capitals and states. There are
seven continents and 4 oceans.
Our country is made up of different landforms and bodies of
water.
A natural resource is something from nature that people can
use.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What is a tax and what is it used for?
What are needs and wants?
What are goods and services?
What are producers and consumers?
What is trade?
What is technology?
How does geography help me?
What are important characteristics of our
world and country?
What different landforms make up our
country?
What are the 4 seasons and how do they
affect our lives?
What is a natural resource and how can
we protect them?
How can we protect the Earth?

● We can protect our Earth by making only small changes and
recycling.

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Students will create a slideshow in Google slides using visual
text features, based on Geography.
● Create a cartoon strip describing supply and demand.

● Classroom Discussion
● Exit Slips
● Checklists
● Presentations or Projects
● Portfolios
● Groups
● Open Ended Questions
● Vocabulary Quizzes
● Project Rubrics (Comic Strip/Google
Slides)

● Studies Weekly Quizzes
Summative Assessments
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Participation
Teacher Observation
Unit Pre-Test
Unit Post-Test
Daily Work
Chapter Tests
End of Unit Tests

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies Benchmark Assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies Notebook
Vocabulary

internet, permission, technology, capital, continent, countries, countries, globe, sphere, coordinates, distance, map key,
map symbols, maps legend, climate, community, good judgement, landform, consumers, goods, income, producers,
services, taxes, allowance, chores, interest, market
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● Read a variety of nonfiction reference books to support an
understanding of goods and services.
● Learn strategies for making connections among geography
and our world.
● Determine and analyze cause and effect relationships and
similarities and differences in economics

● Read a variety of nonfiction texts
● Utilize comprehension strategies
● Develop unfamiliar vocabulary to deepen
understanding
● Participate in shared research projects
about the topic of study

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

School Store-Students will set up a classroom store.

Classroom materials, index cards for price tags

Class will make items to be determined by the teacher and class.
Invite another classroom in to purchase items or sell within.
Wish List Project- Students will cut out pictures from store flyers
and add up how much they will cost.
How much are you worth? Color and cut out coins. Glue to face and
total the amount.

Magazines, store circulars
Coin sheet

State Report- Students will write a travel brochure on the assigned
state.

https://kids.usa.gov/learn-about-thestates/index.shtml

Literature
Studies Weekly Newspaper
“The Industrial Revolution for Kids: The People and Technology That Changed the World, with 21 Activities” by Cheryl
Mullenbach
“National Geographic Kids Beginner’s World Atlas” by National Geographic
“Follow that Map! A First Book of Mapping Skills” by Scot Ritchie
“We Need Directions” by Sarah E. De Capua
“Introducing Landforms (Looking at Earth)” by Bobbie Kalman
“Do I Need It? Or Do I Want It? Making Budget Choices” by Jennifer S. Larson
“A Day at the Market” by Sara Anderson
Websites
https://kids.usa.gov/money/index.shtml
Zing is an online resource for mentor texts.

https://resources.schoolwide.com/login

Interactive Website that promotes students to reread/listen to the
weekly articles and then play games that focus on the concepts
learned that week
Modifications

www.studiesweekly.com

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a
higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation/Modifications/Accommodations
English Language Learners
● Teacher model/visual models and adjust activity when needed
● Summarize as you go
● Provide extra time
● Use visuals and gestures
● Use sentence starters
Gifted and Talented
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Work in a small group

Unit 4 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Career Ready Practices

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Career Preparation

Technology
8.1.2.B.1.

Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple
digital tools and resources.

Unit 4: History, People and Places in History, Heritage
Studies Weekly Newspapers - 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 15, 17

Duration: March - June

Unit Summary
Beginning with Native Americans and continuing through the American revolution, the United States slowly grew and
changed. New people came to America and continue to do so today. Holidays will be discussed during the appropriate
time of the school year.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e.,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation
and improvement of American democracy.
6.1.4. D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape
of New Jersey.
6.1.4. D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and America,
and describe the challenges they encountered.
6.1.4. D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a nation, historically and
today.
6.1.4. D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey.
6.1.4. D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.
6.1.4. D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.
6.1.4. D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
6.1.4. D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and present.
6.1.4. D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.

6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
6.1.4. A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental
rights.
6.1.4. A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for
social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
6.1.4. D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
6.1.4. D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.
6.1.4. D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
6.3.4.A.2 Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local issues.
6.3.4.A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about the
issue.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.2.7. Explain how specific illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and
clarify a text.
SL.2.1.A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with
care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).

SL.2.5. Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to
clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
Technology
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.
21st Century Life and Career Skills
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● Labor Day is when we show respect for our country’s working
people.
● Thanksgiving Day is when we remember the feast shared by
the Pilgrims and Native Americans.
● Martin Luther King Jr. Day is celebrated in remembrance of
the changes in laws that he influenced to help African
Americans earn equal rights.
● Presidents’ Day is when we celebrate the work of Presidents
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Memorial Day is
when we show respect for the soldiers who died for our
country.
● Independence Day is when we celebrate our country’s
birthday and independence from British rule.

Essential Questions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What is Labor Day?
What is Thanksgiving?
Who is Dr. Martin Luther King Jr?
What is Presidents’ Day?
What is Memorial Day?
What is Independence Day?
What is a Native American?
What key historical people and document
led to the development of our nation?
What is a pioneer?
What is an immigrant?
What are traditions?
What is an explorer?
What is a colony?

● Native Americans were the first people to live in America,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
● A tradition is a special way of doing something over and over
again.
● An explorer is a person who travels to new places to learn
about them.
● A colony is a place ruled by a separate country and is
populated by colonists.
● An immigrant is a person who leaves one country to go live in
another.
● A pioneer is a person who travels to a new land they do not
know.

● How did the Native Americans help the
Pilgrims?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

● Students will create a book about a historical figure with
Formative Assessments
diagrams, drawings and pictures to present to peers, parents,
● Classroom Discussion
and community
● Students will create a diorama of a moment in U.S. history
that was impactful to their overall understanding.

● Exit Slips
● Checklists
● Presentations or Projects
● Cooperative Learning

● Groups
● Open Ended Questions
● Vocabulary Quizzes
● Rubrics
Summative Assessments
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Participation
Teacher observation
Unit Pre-Tests
Unit Post-Test
Daily Work
Chapter tests
End of Unit tests

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies Benchmark Assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies Interactive Notebook

Vocabulary
Aztec, calendar, events, future, history, past, present, expedition, guide, journal, chickee, powwows, The Three Sisters,
totem pole, coif, compact, Plymouth, survive, worship, disease, germs, immigrant, symbol, citizen, inspire, patriot,
plantations, president, Underground Railroad, arroz con pollo, celebrate, culture, Diwali, Dong Zhi, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
Las Posadas
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills:

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● People of many different cultures contributed to the history of
the United States
● Analyze and interpret historical facts
● Observe their surrounding carefully, raise questions, and
seek answers to questions by researching texts and or
conducting first hand investigations

● Participate in research projects about the
topic of study
● Communicate enduring content
understanding orally and in writing
● Use comprehension strategies before,
during and after reading to monitor and
deepen comprehension
● Determine important details in texts to
summarize and notate key ideas and
concepts

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

History scavenger hunt-Students will search for historical items
that are displayed in various locations.

https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/

American Symbols project- Students will cut out or draw famous
American symbols. Write a short description about what they
represent. Display them on a poster.
Students will set a historical figure that they learned about and
complete a short performance about that person. Students can
choose to use a reader’s theater script to act out a scene, or they
can complete a presentation about the person about their life.

http://www.teachertube.com/video/americansymbols-photo-story-35839
https://www.readinga-z.com/fluency/readerstheater-scripts/
http://www.thebestclass.org/rtscripts.html
http://www.teachingheart.net/readerstheater.htm
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroomresources/lesson-plans/readers-theatre-172.html

Literature
Studies Weekly Newspaper
“Child-Centered Math: Calendar Math - 35 Hands-On Activities” by Mary J. Kurth
“Mayas, Incas, and Aztecs: World Cultures Through Time” by Wendy Conklin
“Lewis and Clark: A Prairie Dog for President” by Shirley Raye Redmond
“Sacagawea: Journey into the West” by Jessica Gunderson
“North American Indians” by Douglas Gorsline
“Sarah Morton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a Pilgrim Girl” by Kate Walters
“When Christmas Feels Like Home” by Gretchen Griffith
“Escape the North! The Story of Harriet Tubman” by Monica Kulling
“Celebrate! Connections Among Cultures” by Jan Reynolds
Websites
Multicultural Kid Blogs is a supportive community which brings
together parents, educators, bloggers, writers and artists from
across the world.
Independent, not-for-profit educational organization that provides
leadership in the development of living communities.
Social Studies for Kids is a site with articles, subjects, and tons
of links for all subjects of social studies,

http://multiculturalkidblogs.com/heritagemonths/womens-history-month-series/
http://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity/
www.socialstudiesforkids.com

BrainPOP - Animated Educational Site for Kids - Science, Social
Studies, English, Math, Arts & Music, Health, and Technology,
Interactive Website that promotes students to reread/listen to the
weekly articles and then play games that focus on the concepts
learned that week
Modifications

www.brainpop.com
www.studiesweekly.com

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation/Modifications/Accommodations
English Language Learners
● Teacher model/visual models and adjust activity when needed
● Chunk text
● Wait time
● Preview lesson
● Provide extra time
● Pre teach vocabulary
● Use visuals and gestures
● Highlight key words

Gifted and Talented
● Students can create a project extension of their choosing
● Higher level questioning
● Students design questions
● Reader Response Extension
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Teacher led small group and step by step instruction.
● Visual Models
● Preview lesson
● Provide extra time
● Pre Teach vocabulary
● Use visuals and gestures
● Highlight key words
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
● Build background knowledge
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated

Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 3
Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
EMS BOE Approved October 23, 2019

Philosophy
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.

Pacing Guide

Unit

Unit 1: Making a Difference: Citizenship
in New Jersey

Unit 2: Settlement and Resources of New
Jersey

Unit 3: Impact of Ideas and Inventions in
New Jersey

Unit 4: Crossroads to the American
Revolution
Unit 5: Perspectives Over Time

Anticipated Timeframe

Approximately 35 Days
Approximately 35 Days

Approximately 35 Days

Approximately 35 Days

Approximately 35 Days

Core materials:
Scholastic studies Weekly

Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration
Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
8.1.5. A.1

Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks
including solving problems.

8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of
using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

8.1.5. A.2

Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,
symbols and/ or pictures.

8.1.5. A.3

Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue.

Unit 1: Making a Difference: Citizenship in New Jersey

Duration: September - October

Unit Summary
Students will understand and expand upon the importance of citizenship regarding the relationships in progression from
local, state, national and global. Students will further comprehend how citizens impact these communities and cause
change.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend upon all
citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels.
6.1.4. A.12 Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.
6.3.4. D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such
actions
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for
the answers.
RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical
procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.
RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
W.3.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Technology
8.1.5. A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving
problems.
8.1.5. A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/
or pictures.
8.1.5. A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue.
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print
and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
Essential Understanding
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● The decisions of the state government affect local
government and interact with federal law
● Various individuals and groups influence the way an issue
affecting government is viewed and resolved.
● Active citizens respect different viewpoints and take actions
that result in a more just and equitable society.

● How can an individual or organization
create change at the local, state, or
national level?
● How can the study of multiple
perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures
provide a context for understanding and
challenging public actions and decisions in
a diverse and interdependent world?
● How do responsible community members
understand the structure, function and
origin of the local, state, and federal
government?

Evidence of Student Learning

Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
A World With No Rules Project- Give the students the task to think
why rules are important? Think about rules in our school, home,
community, place of worship, sport activities, or your favorite board
game. Make a slideshow, powerpoint, or brochure explaining the
importance of rules in society.
Map Project-Give the students a blank map of New Jersey.
Students identify New Jersey’s natural regions.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observation
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips
● Project Specific Rubrics
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● Summary
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark
Alternative Assessments
● Wordle of Key Terms
● Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Sentence Frames
● Group Work/Class Work

Vocabulary

Vote, council, separation of powers, democracy, representative, executive branch, judicial branch, legislative branch,
governor, president, congress
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● How to take action to improve their community.
● How to identify their civic responsibilities.
● How to engage in conflict resolution.

● Show how citizens work together to
improve communities.
● Actively participate in their community and
civic endeavors.
● Identify how people solve problems and
the steps they follow.
● Identify the process of creating change in
their community.
● Identify the branches of government and
the roles they are responsible for in our
country.
● Collaborate with their peers and
community to discuss changes that could
be done to improve their
community/school.
● Vote on class procedures and decisions

Instructional Plan

Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create an interactive flipbook illustrating national
symbols and meanings, levels/branches of government,
congressional responsibilities, process of checks-and-balances,
highlights government services, and describes presidential
responsibilities.

Foldable flip book template

After reading A More Perfect Union, and The Bill of Rights, Students
will collaborate and create a “Constitution” pertaining to the
classroom rules and student responsibilities. This activity will
emulate what the founding fathers created for our country.

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonpl
ans/profbooks/billrights.pdf
Schoolhouse Rock
What If Everybody Did That? Read Aloud by Ellen
Javernick (can facilitate a discussion about the
importance of rules in our society)

Students will create the identity of the classroom and set up a
framework of government lead by students with the guidance of the
classroom teacher.
One Person Makes a Difference Activity - Read the mentor text, If A
Bus Could Talk and discuss the unfair way that Rosa Parks was
treated. Use this discussion to guide students into brainstorming
what we can do to make the world a better place and record this on
an anchor chart. Have students journal about what qualifies as
“making a difference” to make our world a better place, about other
people that have made a difference to help our world, and how each
student can personally make a difference. Students can each make
a poster to display about what they do or plan to do to make our
world a better place and make a difference.

We the Kids by David Catrow (can be used as an
extension to have students create their own rules
based on the U.S. Constitution)
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cl
assroom-Government-Simulation-Making-USGovernment-Relevant-for-Kids-1531628
If A Bus Could Talk by Faith Ringgold

Literature
Government
Voting by Sarah De Caupa
The Declaration of independence by Elaine Landau
My Grandma’s the Mayor by Marjorie White Pellegrino
A More Perfect Union by Betsy Maestro and Guilio Maestro
How the U.S. Government Works by Syl Sobel
The Bill of Rights by Christine Taylor-Butler
Websites
https://kids.usa.gov/

https://www.commonsense.org/education/blog/13
-best-websites-and-games-for-us-history-andcivics

https://www.congressforkids.net/

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/

https://betterlesson.com/search?keyword=US%20government&from
=autocomplete_submit
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
English Language Learners
● Compare and contrast new community with community in country of origin
● Pre Teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures
● Chunk texts
● Graphic organizers
Gifted and Talented
● Higher level questioning
● Students design questions
● Choice of activity to extend learning
● Expose to sophisticated vocabulary
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Provide small group instructions
● Pre-teach concepts
● Build background knowledge
Special Education/504
●
●
●
●

Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
Provide student with specific graphic organizers to help them note take about the different levels of government
Provide opportunity to draw solution strategies
Provide students with notes from the lesson and discussions

Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

X

Income and Careers

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.
√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

X

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.5.E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of
using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.

8.1.4.A.3

Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.

Unit 2: Settlement and Resources of New Jersey

Duration: November - December

Unit Summary
Advancements in science and technology can have unintended consequences that impact individuals and/or societies
especially the impact on our environment. Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ greatly from region to
region over time.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. B.7 Explain why some locations in NJ and the US are more suited for settlement than others.
6.1.4. B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources.
6.1.4. B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions taken to address them.
6.1.4. D.10 Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture,
is manifested in different regions of NJ.
Interdisciplinary skills
RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for
the answers.
RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical
procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
Technology
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.3 Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print
and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
21st Century Life and Careers skills
9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income.
9.1.4.A.1 Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the community and the related
earnings.
9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work‐related activities in the school, hom e, and comm unity.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● The Lenape living in NJ used resources in their environment.
● The Native Americans developed their village around the
geographical terrain good for farming, hunting, and preparing
food.
● NJ has a rich variety of landforms, including mountains, hills,
and plains.

● How does the land, water, and climate of
NJ affect how people live?
● How does New Jersey’s resources provide
jobs for its people?
● How does the geography affect the
patterns of settlement?

● Many waterways throughout NJ provide transportation and
recreational opportunities.
● NJ has a temperate climate influenced by its nearness to the
Atlantic Ocean and its distance from the equator.
Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
● Add to region map of New Jersey to including natural
resources and elevations.
● Write a persuasive letter to their parents describing a certain
landmark of interest that they would like to visit.
● Suggested Problem-Based Learning Unit
○ Research the Lenni Lenape tribe to find out about
their culture and see what influences are still seen
today.
○ Students will complete a Lenape lap book.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Map Rubric
● Teacher Observation
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips
● Oral Assessments
● Conferencing
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● Projects
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric

● Teacher Observ
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
Vocabulary
Landforms, landscape, resources, waterway, topographical, interpret, Lenape, environment, settlement, culture, harvest
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know…

Students will be able to …

● How to recognize and differentiate between the landforms
found in NJ.
● How to comprehend a topographical map and understand the
importance of them.
● The major resources that come from NJ and the importance
of them.
● How to compare/contrast life of the Native Americans to the
people of the 21st century.

● Identify the landscape of NJ and its major
landforms.
● Describe how people use the waterways in
NJ. Read and interpret a topographical
map to better understand the land of NJ.
● Identify major natural resources and their
importance in NJ.
● Summarize the role of the seasons and
region in Lenape Life.
● Compare/contrast the daily tasks of
Lenape children compared to the children
of today.
● Describe how the Lenape living in NJ used
the resources in their environment.

● Describe and summarize how and why the
Native Americans developed their village
around the geographical terrain good for
farming, hunting, and preparing food.
● Analyze how the NJ temperate climate is
influenced by its nearness to the Atlantic
Ocean and its distance from the equator.
● Research and create a display about the
Lenape people and their connection to NJ.
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will be split into 2 groups in the class. As a class, create a
chain of “pen pal” letters on google docs to each other. Letters will
be written 1. From the point of view of a Lenape child illustrating the
roles and responsibilities of the child in the tribe and 2. From the
student’s modern point of view.

Prior knowledge of Lenape tribe, google doc
access

Students will use molding clay, students will create a topographical
map of New Jersey, identifying major landforms.
Students will create a brochure of New Jersey advertising to pilgrims
why New Jersey is a great place to travel to. Students will be sure to
highlight the importance of waterways and landscape of New Jersey
to growing communities. Using the internet, students will import
images from the internet to support their claims.
Students will complete research project on the Lenape tribe food
traditions. Using Microsoft Word, create a menu for Thanksgiving
Dinner using accurate ingredients that were available to the Native
Americans in New Jersey.

Molding clay, toothpicks, small labels
2 Manilla folders, taped together to form a trifold,
internet access

Internet access, Microsoft Word, Google Docs

Literature
Understanding Weather and Climate by Edward Aguado
The Light in the Forest by Conrad Ritcher
When the Shadbush Blooms by Carla Messinger
A Braid of Lives: A Native American Childhood by Nail Philip
Websites
http://www.lenapelifeways.org/lenape1.htm

http://www.nanticoke-lenape.info/history.htm

http://www.bigorrin.org/lenape_kids.htm

https://www.warpaths2peacepipes.com/indiantribes/lenapi-tribe.htm

http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm

http://geology.com/state-map/new-jersey.shtml

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.

Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
● Preview lessons
● Graphic organizers
● Pre-teach key vocabulary
● Build background knowledge
● Use visuals
Gifted and Talented
● Higher level questioning
● Students design questions
● Choice board to extend learning
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Highlight key words
● Chunk texts
● Summarize as you go
● Preview lessons
● Graphic organizers
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide students with a map of New Jersey that they can use to color code as they learn about the difference
parts and features of the state
● Provide students with a study guide before a test or quiz to help them prepare
● Group students in partnerships that will facilitate discussion and collaborative environments
● Pre-teach and model strategies to learn and practice new vocabulary words pertaining to the unit

Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

X

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

X

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program

8.1.4.A.3

Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.

8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of
using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

Unit 3: Impact of Ideas and Inventions in New Jersey

Duration: January - February

Unit Summary
Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products and services. Economic
opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability of resources and technology.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. C.12 Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent figures who lived New Jersey.
6.1.4. C.14 Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, climate,
transportation, technology, and/or the labor force have played in economic opportunities.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for
the answers.
RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical
procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.
RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media
and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
Technology

8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.3 Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print and
non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
21st Century Life and Career
9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income
9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work‐related activities in the school, hom e, and comm unity.
9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal likes and dislikes
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● Post war inventions led to change in New Jersey.
● In New Jersey during the 1800’s transportation developed,
industries developed and reform improved people’s lives.

● What post war inventions had the greatest
impact on change in New Jersey?
● How did transportation and industries
improve the lives of people living in New
Jersey?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Suggested Problem-Based Learning Unit

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments

What inventions are most important to us in our everyday lives?
What if these inventions had never been invented? Inventions and
their inventors have always been and will always be an important
part of what shapes society. Think about famous inventors and
inventions that came from New Jersey. You have been
commissioned to write a story entitled, A Day in the Life Without...
This story should describe how life would be different without that
New Jersey inventor and invention. Your story can be shared with
younger students and our classmates to better understand the
impact that certain inventions and people in history have on our lives
today.

● Performance Assessments
● Conferencing
● Project Specific Rubrics
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● Problem-Based Learning Units
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observation
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork

Vocabulary
Invention, innovation, transportation, contribute, railway, impact, prototype, model, inspiration, patent
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know…

Students will be able to …

● New Jersey was a center for innovation, and recognize
various New Jerseyans responsible for their contributions
towards innovation.
● The impact of transportation on development and economics.

● Explain why New Jersey can be
considered a center for innovations
● Describe some inventions introduced by
New Jerseyans

● Describe how new bridges, turnpikes,
railroads, and steamboat travel improved
transportation in New Jersey.
● Analyze the purpose and need for post war
inventions and how they led to change in
New Jersey.
● Research and discuss about how the
1800’s transportation developed, industries
developed and reform improved people’s
lives.
● Create a presentation about a NJ
prominent figure and their impact on
society.
● Compare/contrast the different regions of
NJ based on their geography, natural
resources, climate, transportation,
technology, and/or the labor force have
played in economic opportunities.
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create a nonfiction book with google slides identifying
and describing New Jersey bridges, turnpikes, railroads, and

Google slides, prior research on travel in NJ

waterways used for travel. In each of the sections includes the pros
and cons to traveling that specific route.
Students will create a “museum” of inventions created by famous
New Jersey inventors.

Students will write a story about traveling through New Jersey. In the
story, students will identify which roads, bridges, railroads, etc. they
used to get from one town to another.
Students will write ¨MapQuest¨ style directions on how to get to a
specific location of their choosing in New Jersey. Students should
use their knowledge of keys and legends to indicate how many miles
(approximately) on each road. Students may also choose which
means of travel they want to illustrate (car, train, etc.)
Students will create a commercial and present to peers, advertising
various inventions from New Jerseyans.

Various student-chosen materials for models,
index cards for product descriptions.
http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/teachersG
uide.htm
Map of New Jersey illustrating roads, bridges,
railroads.
Google Earth

http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/teachersG
uide.htm

Literature
What Do You Do With An Idea by Kobi Yamada
Who was Thomas Jefferson by Dennis Brindell Fradin
If I Build a Car by Chris Van Dusen
Websites
http://www.njinvent.org/publications.html

https://njmonthly.com/articles/jerseyliving/motherlode-of-invention/

http://www.onlyinyourstate.com/new-jersey/nj-inventions/

http://newjersey.hometownlocator.com/features/c
ultural,class,bridge.cfm

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a
higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Use cooperative learning
● Preview and explain new concepts and vocabulary
● Demonstrations
● Chunk texts
● Highlight key words
Gifted and Talented
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities

Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures
Chunk texts
Summarize as you go
Preview lessons
Graphic organizers
Highlight key words
Modifications/Accommodations

Special Education/504
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Provide differentiated instruction as needed
Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
Read directions, tests/quizzes, and classwork aloud in a small group, rewording as needed
Allow students to verbalize before beginning an assignment
Help students to plan projects and goals with the teacher before beginning the assignment
Provide visual and tactile instructional demonstrations
Review concepts and important vocabulary from previous lessons before teaching new information
Check for student understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures

Unit 4 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

Career Ready Practices

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

9.2

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program

8.1.4.A.3

Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.

8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of
using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

Unit 4: Crossroads to the American Revolution
Unit Summary

Duration: March - April

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Students will explore the development of New Jersey
government, the role of New Jersey in the American Revolution and the impact of Trans-Atlantic slavery on the state.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. D.7 Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development 12 of New Jersey government.
6.1.4. D.8 Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.
6.1.4. D.9 Explain the impact of Transatlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and individuals.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for
the answers.
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical
procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
W.3.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media
and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
SL.3.6 Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or
clarification.
Technology
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.3 Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.
8.1.5. A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/
or pictures.
8.1.5. A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving
problems.
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print
and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
1.1.5. C.1 Evaluate the characteristics of a well-made play in a variety of scripts and performances.

Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● Governor Livingston played an important role in the
development of New Jersey government.
● Victories at Trenton and Princeton were significant
accomplishments for the state during the American
Revolution.

Essential Questions
● How did early leaders affect the
development of New Jersey State
Government?
● How did New Jersey play an important
role in the American Revolution?
● How did transatlantic slavery impact
individuals, New Jersey and the nation?

● Trans-Atlantic slavery impacted the economy on a national
and state level.

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Suggested Problem-Based Learning Unit:
What was the role of New Jersey in the Revolutionary War? Many
travelers like to visit historic sites throughout the United States. In
pairs or a group, students will create a brochure enticing tourists to
visit various historic sites throughout the state and explore their
significance as it relates to the Revolutionary War. Students should
include a timeline of important events, a map of historic sites in New
Jersey, and biographical information on any influential people
involved in making the site historic.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Students write one minute summaries of
lesson
● Doodle map of learning
● Act out a concept
Summative Assessments
● Unit Tests
● Quizzes
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Cloze exercises
● Compose a cheer for historical figure
● Drawing depicting time period

Vocabulary
revolution, economic, development, government, governor, slave, Transatlantic slavery, colony, continental army,
democracy, redcoat
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● The role that Governor Livingston played in the development
of New Jersey.
● The importance of New Jersey’s location to the American
Revolution.
● The effects that Trans-Atlantic slavery had on the economy.

Instructional Plan

● Analyze the effects that Governor
Livingston had on the development of New
Jersey government.
● Locate and identify significant sites that
played a role in the American Revolution.
● Describe the effects that the slave trade
had on the economy.
● Research and write about Governor
Livingston’s impact on the state of NJ.
● Explain and discuss the impact of
transatlantic slavery on New Jersey, the
nation, and individuals.
● Formulate reasons why the victories at
Trenton and Princeton were significant
accomplishments for the state during the
American Revolution.
● Summarize and justify the importance of
NJ’s role in the American Revolution.

Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create a diary of a Continental Soldier. Students will
describe life in the Continental Army during the winter encampments
at Morristown. Students will also highlight the wardrobe that was
worn by a continental soldier. Students can also create a story play
based on this Continental Soldiers experiences. They can create a
setting, costumes, and props to present this short play about his
experiences in New Jersey. The play needs to include characters,
the plot, theme, and mood.

Lender, Mark E. The New Jersey Soldier. New
Jersey's Revolutionary Experience, no. 3.
Trenton: New Jersey Historical Commission,
1975.
http://www.njstatelib.org/NJ_Information/Digital_C
ollections/Revolution/ Soldier.pdf

Students will locate key places on a map and analyze the factors
that resulted in Washington's decision to locate two winter
encampments at Morristown during the War for Independence.

Lender, Mark E. The New Jersey Soldier. New
Jersey's Revolutionary Experience, no. 3.
Trenton: New Jersey Historical Commission,
1975.
http://www.njstatelib.org/NJ_Information/Digital_C
ollections/Revolution/ Soldier.pdf

http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/pdfs/ameri
can_revolution/american_revolution_teacher.pdf

http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/pdfs/ameri
can_revolution/american_revolution_teacher.pdf
Students will go on a virtual field trip of the Museum of the
Revolution and read the historical fiction book “I Survived the
American Revolution”. Students will complete a book study..
Students will create a biography about governor Livingston, being
sure to focus on his role in the development of New Jersey
government.
Students will create a brochure demonstrating New Jersey-specific
locations that played a role in the American Revolution. In the
brochure, students will indicate important landmarks and people that
were involved in that specific location.

“I Survived the American Revolution, 1776” by
Lauren Tarshis
www.scholastic.com/beyondthebattlefield
http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/biographies/williamlivingston/
http://www.revolutionarywarnewjersey.com/new_j
ersey_revolutionary_war_sites/counties/ocean_co
unty_revolutionary_war_sites.htm

Students will create original artwork in the style of Jacob Lawrence
that tells about the life of Harriet Tubman.

https://artsedge.kennedycenter.org/educators/lessons/grade-34/Harriet_Tubman_Illustrating_History

Literature
What is the Declaration of Independence by Michael C. Harris
American Revolution by Mary Pope Osborne
The Fighting Ground by Avi
John, Paul, George, and Ben by Lane Smith
Heroes of the Revolution by Donald A. Smith & David Adler
Eyewitness: American Revolution by Stuart Murray
Daniel at the Siege of Boston 1776 by Laurie Calkhoven
Websites
http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm

http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/about.htm

https://njmonthly.com/articles/historic-jersey/freedoms-pathunderground-railroad-nj/

http://www.american-historama.org/1829-1841jacksonian-era/underground-railroad-map.htm

http://www.ducksters.com/history/american_revolution.php

http://mrnussbaum.com/american-revolution/

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
●
●
●
●
●
●

Plan activities using role play and drama
Have students present information with illustrations, comic strips, or other visual representations
Use visuals
Teacher check-ins
Provide Word Wall
Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)

Gifted and Talented
●
●
●
●
●

Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
Teach cognitive and methodological skills
Use centers
Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
Propose interest-based extension activities

Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
●
●
●
●

Graphic organizers
Highlight key words
Sentence starters
Build background knowledge

Special Education/504
●
●
●
●
●

Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
Provide visual aids to support concepts being taught
Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
Allow students to verbalize before beginning an assignment
Use anchor charts in the classroom to support the concepts being taught and to use to review these ideas in
future lessons
● Use graphic organizers to help students organize important information from a lesson
● Reword Directions

Technology
8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.

8.1.4.A.3

Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.

Unit 5: Perspectives Over Time

Duration: May - June

Unit Summary
Personal, family, and community history is a source of information for individuals about the people and places around
them; however people view and interpret events differently. Time and place greatly affect the experiences they have and
the perspectives they hold.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. D.11 Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for the
changes.
6.1.4. D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or
individual perspectives.
6.3.4. A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public concern and possible
solutions.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.3.1 A Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for
the answers.
RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical
procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.
RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
W.3.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media
and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
Technology
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.3 Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● Different cultural groups have contributed to make our
country what it is today.
● Individual beliefs, values, and traditions may be reflected in
more than one cultural group that makes up a unified
community.

Essential Questions
● How has the presence of different cultural
groups contributed to their communities?
● How does individual interpretation of
events affect a community?
● Why are cultural celebrations in
communities important?

● Cultural and ethnic celebrations are important to the diversity
of communities.

● How can individual actions serve the good
of a community?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Suggested Problem-Based Learning Unit:
Have students work individually, in pairs or in groups to publish a
community scrapbook, demonstrating how our town has changed
over time. Themes might include community settlement, economy,
culture, government, transportation, communication, and
environment. Students work could be displayed in the school library.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Teacher
● Observations
● Performance
● Assessments Exit Slips
● Anecdotal Records
● Oral Assessments/ Conferencing Daily
● Classwork
● Pre-Assessments
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● Projects
● Assessment of Problem-Based Learning
Unit
Benchmark Assessment

● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Design a Tee Shirt
● Create a Collage
● Role plays
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
diversity, culture, community, citizen, collaboration, values, traditions, inherent, perspective, promote, vote, region,
responsibility, volunteer
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● How to acquire the skills needed to be an active, informed
citizen who value diversity and promote cultural
understanding.
● They will be working collaboratively to address the
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected
world.

● Recognize that people have different
perspectives based on their beliefs, values,
traditions, culture, and experiences and all
of these people make a community.
● Become aware of individuals’ relationships
to people, places, and resources in the
local community and beyond.

● Discuss and describe the different cultural
groups have contributed to make our
country what it is today.
● Compare/Contrast individual beliefs,
values, and traditions that may be reflected
in more than one cultural group that makes
up a unified community.
● Evaluate their role in their community and
as an informed citizen.
● Compare/contrast how communities have
changed over time and why they have
changed.
● Communicate with various students about
common issues of public concern and
possible solutions.
● Research and create a presentation about
how they can solve problems in their
community or world.
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create a community newspaper that includes the
different cultural events occurring in the community.

Chromebooks to research, google docs access

Students will host a cultural party where each student brings a
traditional dish related to their family heritage.
Students will connect with a pen pal to discuss current events,
people, places, and resources in their community.

Student background knowledge of individual
heritage, parent participation.
Paper, pen, teacher connection to another
classroom

Students will research an issue in their community and create a
campaign with a solution to the issue, including a slogan and plan of
action.
Students will play various games from the around the world.

Poster board, computer, art supplies

http://crystalandcomp.com/games-from-aroundthe-world/

Literature
The City Kid and The Suburb Kid by Deb Pilutti
All Kinds of Families by Mary Ann Hoberman
Community Workers by Joanne Ruelos Diaz
Serving Your Community by Christin Ditchfield
The Usborne Book of Peoples of the World by Anna Claybourne
Websites

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/health-and-community/informationsheets/supporting-difference/cultural-differences/cultural
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Connect learning to students’ knowledge and experience
● Use KWL charts
● Provide students with outline of lesson and questions
● Allow sufficient response time
● Repeat and paraphrase important terms
● Frequently summarize key points
● Use visuals
Gifted and Talented
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
Propose interest-based extension activities
Choice board to extend learning
Expose to sophisticated vocabulary
Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
Teach cognitive and methodological skills
Use centers

Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures
● Chunk texts
● Summarize as you go

● Preview lessons
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Modify assignments/ assessments as needed
● Reword directions
● Provide students with a study guide before a test or quiz to help them prepare
● Group students in partnerships that will facilitate discussion and collaborative environments
● Pre-teach and model strategies to learn and practice new vocabulary words pertaining to the unit
● Frequently monitor for understanding

Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 4
Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
EMS BOE Approved October 23, 2019

Statement of Purpose
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.

Pacing Guide
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Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1 –Northeast

Approximately 30 Days

Unit 2 - Southeast

Approximately 30 Days

Unit 3 - Midwest

Approximately 30 Days

Unit 4 - Southwest

Approximately 30 Days

Unit 5- West

Approximately 30 Days
Core Materials:
Scholastic Studies Weekly

2

Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using
print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
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8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.

8.1.4.A.5

Determine the benefits of a wide range of digital tools by using them to solve problems.

Unit 1: Northeast

Duration: September - October

Unit Summary
• Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and cultures.
• Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural differences.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• The study of historical figures enables Americans with diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national
heritage.
• American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different cultural
groups living in the United States.
• Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a changing society.
• People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the experiences they have had, the
perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points of view.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products and services.
• Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability of resources and technology.
• Creativity and innovation have led to improvements in lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products.
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• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of American citizens.
• In an interconnected world, it important to consider different cultural perspectives before proposing solutions to local,
state, national, and global challenges.
• In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and nations to solve global
problems.
• Awareness of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local community and beyond.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.
6.1.4. A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community,
state, national, and global challenges.
6.1.4. A.16 Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights and
provide aid to individuals and nations in need.
6.1.4. B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, politics, and
physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.
6.1.4. B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited settlement than others.
6.1.4. B.10 Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain how maps,
globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.
6.1.4. C.13 D Determine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
6.1.4. C.14 Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, climate,
transportation, technology, and/or the labor force have played in economic opportunities.
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6.1.4. C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and
the United States.
6.1.4. C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during
different historical periods.
6.1.4. C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial
society, and then to the information age.
6.1.4. C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread of
ideas throughout the United States and the world.
6.1.4. D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey.
6.1.4. D.7 Explain the role of Governor William Livingston played in the development of New Jersey government.
6.1.4. D.9 Explain the impact of transatlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and individuals.
6.1.4. D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other
regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage.
6.1.4. D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.
6.1.4. D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional beliefs and
practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.
6.1.4. D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.
6.3.4. A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public concern and possible
solutions.
6.3.4. C.1 Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children.
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6.3.4. D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.
Interdisciplinary Skills
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences
from the text.
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened
and why, based on specific information in the text.
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.
Technology
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print and
non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.5 Determine the benefits of a wide range of digital tools by using them to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
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9.1.4.A.1 Recognize a problem and brainstorm ways to solve the problem individually or collaboratively.
9.1.4.A.2 Evaluate available resources that can assist in solving problems.
9.1.4.A.5 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● Geography plays a major role in the diversity of
individuals.
● By accepting diverse cultures society will continue to
grow and improve.
● Technological advances in transportation, science, and
the arts have shaped the growth of America.
● The environment shapes the American heritage.

Essential Questions
● What are the geographic differences and similarities
in each region of the United States?
● Why do geography, natural resources, climate,
transportation, and technology affect economic
opportunities?
● How do cultural differences in the United States
relate to that of the world?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.

● NJ Research Project- each student chooses from a list
one famous New Jerseyan whom they are responsible

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Completing a map for the Northeast region
● Graphic Organizers to compare and contrast
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to research who, what, when, where, and why this
person is famous for this region.
● U.S. Geography: The Northeast http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/freelesson-plans/us-geography-the-northeast.cfm

● Research and present material for the Northeast
region
● Observations
● Homework
● Quizzes
● Class Participation
● Notebook

Summative Assessments
● Unit Projects and creating brochures of the
Northeast region
● PowerPoint to explore the Northeast region of the
United States
● Chapter Tests
● Research Project
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
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Vocabulary
erosion, natural resources, renewable resource, nonrenewable resource, glacier
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Map skills - locate specific US Regions.
Differences and similarities between the regions.
Cultural differences throughout the United States.
The contributions made by historical figures.
Contributions to America’s heritage.
That traditions and values have changed America.
How entrepreneurs have assisted our history.
Environmental and technological advances change
and create opportunities.
Technology in communications has impacted our
relationship with other cultures.
How to become a United States citizen.
Global challenges exist and nations need to work
together to resolve.
The importance of views and opinions from around the
world and appreciate individual differences.
New Jersey
○ Landforms and climate
○ Human interaction
○ Locations suited for settlement
○ Major cities

● Utilize maps and technology to identify regions of
the United States.
● Compare and contrast regions of the United States.
● Examine and relate regions to cultural
characteristics.
● Analyze global issues that affect their local area and
how they compare to other regions.
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○ Different regions with different economic
opportunities
○ Transportation system
○ Governor's-first and current
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create a brochure of the region, highlighting
important landforms, history, resources, and climate.

Google Slides
Research information on the internet

Students will go on a virtual field trip, and write a journal entry
of their experiences.

Chromebook
Writer’s Notebook or Google Document
Pencil
Post-its for taking notes
Websites

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.teach-nology.com/
https://education.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/regions-of-the-us/
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments as
per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide cooperative
learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
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Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides, notes,
etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a
higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Language frame for writing portion of brochure
● Pre Teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures
● Demonstrate or gesture
● Provide word bank
Gifted and Talented
● Higher level questioning
● Students design questions
● Provide choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Guided small group to assist students with research and finding appropriate websites.
● Chunk texts
● Summarize as you go
● Graphic organizers
● Highlight key words
● Sentence starters
● Prompting and cueing
Special Education/504
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Provide differentiated instruction as needed
Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
Provide students with a study guide before a test or quiz to help them prepare
Pre-teach and model strategies to learn and practice new vocabulary words pertaining to the unit
Read directions, tests/quizzes, and classwork aloud in a small group, rewording as needed
Allow students to verbalize before beginning an assignment
Help students to plan projects and goals with the teacher before beginning the assignment
Check for student understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures
Provide visual aids to support concepts being taught, such as maps, charts, tables, pictures, or diagrams
Use graphic organizers to help students organize important information from a lesson
Provide small group and/or individual instruction to help reinforce concepts and new ideas being taught
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Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

X

Income and Careers

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

Planning, Saving, and Investing

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

X

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print
and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing prograph.
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Unit 2: Southeast

Duration: November - December

Unit Summary
• Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and cultures.
• Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural differences.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• The study of historical figures enables Americans with diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national
heritage.
• American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different cultural
groups living in the United States.
• Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a changing society.
• People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the experiences they have had, the
perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points of view.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products and services.
• Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability of resources and technology.
• Creativity and innovation have led to improvements in lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of American citizens.
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• In an interconnected world, it important to consider different cultural perspectives before proposing solutions to local,
state, national, and global challenges.
• In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and nations to solve global
problems.
• Awareness of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local community and beyond.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.
6.1.4. A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community,
state, national, and global challenges.
6.1.4. B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, politics, and
physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.
6.1.4. B.10 Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain how maps,
globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.
6.1.4. C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and
the United States.
6.1.4. C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during
different historical periods.
6.1.4. C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial
society, and then to the information age.
6.1.4. C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread of
ideas throughout the United States and the world.
6.1.4. D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other
regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage.

18

6.1.4. D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.
6.1.4. D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.
6.3.4. D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.
Interdisciplinary Skills
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal
discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.
Technology
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print and
non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
21st Century Life and Career
9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income.
9.1.4.B.2 Identify age-appropriate financial goals.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity..
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…
● Geography plays a major role in the diversity of individuals
● By accepting diverse cultures society will continue to grow and
improve.
● Technological advances in transportation, science, and the
arts have shaped the growth of America.
● The environment shapes the American heritage.

● What are the geographic differences and
similarities in each region of the United
States?
● How do cultures differ from region to region
in the United States?
● Why do geography, natural resources,
climate, transportation, and technology
affect economic opportunities?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments
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U.S Geography: The South http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/usgeography-the-south.cfm
-Mississippi River
o Chesapeake Bay
o Florida Everglades
o southern Appalachian Mountains (Blue Ridge and
Great Smoky mountains)
o South Carolina's Sea Islands
● Briefly discuss the economy, culture, and geography of these
Southern features. Help students become familiar with the
terms estuary, tributary, delta, and wetland and their
association with any of the five physical features being
discussed. Review the terms weather and climate, and then
discuss the South's general weather and climate with
students.
● Divide the class into groups, and assign each one of the five
physical features to research. Tell the groups to prepare an
oral presentation for the class about their assigned feature.
Each presentation should be a minimum of five minutes in
length, maximum of 10 minutes. The presentations also
should include the following aspects of each physical feature:
General overview of the feature, including its’
location and geographic definition
o Physical map of the area
o A visual aid
o Weather and climate of the area

Formative Assessments
● Completing a map for the Southeast region
● Graphic Organizers to compare and
contrast
● Research and present material for the
Southeast region
● Notebook
Summative Assessments
● Unit Projects such as making a brochure of
the Southeast region
● PowerPoint to explore the Southeast region
of the United States
● Chapter Tests
● Quizzes
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Newscast
● Cloze paragraph
● Social Studies notebook
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o Environment, including types of animals and
vegetation found in and around the area
o Economy
o Culture
o Current environmental, cultural, or economic
issues
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Vocabulary
region, mountain, plain, boundary, weather
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Map skills - locate specific US Regions.
Differences and similarities between the regions.
Cultural differences throughout the United States.
The contributions made by historical figures.
Contributions to America’s heritage.
That traditions and values have changed America.
Global perspectives influence the U.S.
How entrepreneurs have assisted our history.
Environmental and technological advances change and create
opportunities.
Technology in communications has impacted our relationship
with other cultures.
How to become a United States citizen.
Global challenges exist and nations need to work together to
resolve.
The importance of views and opinions from around the world
and appreciate individual differences.
Information includes:
○ Landforms and climate
○ Human interaction
○ Locations suited for settlement

● Utilize maps and technology to identify
regions of the United States.
● Compare and contrast regions of the United
States.
● Examine and relate regions to cultural
characteristics.
● Analyze global issues that affect their local
area and how they compare to other
regions.
● Compare and contrast similar topics and
views from around the world.
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○ Major cities
○ Different regions with different economic opportunities
○ Transportation system
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will exploration the important places in the Southeast
region. This will serve as virtual field trips of special landmarks in the
region. Students will explain the importance of the landmarks chosen
and provide background information as well. This will demonstrate
the student’s understanding of the material.

Pencil

Students will write a travel itinerary highlighting places they would
like to visit in the region. This will serve as a guide for discussion
and will assist students in learning about the special features of each
region.
Students will create a puzzle, as well as flashcards, of the region and
exchange with peers to put the puzzle/flashcards together. This will
demonstrate their understanding of the region.

Paper/Pencil (brochure)

Students will create a map of a place they are familiar with. Students
will use a map key and map features to describe this area. It can be
their classroom, home, room, school, etc.
Students will create a brochure to advertise a region of their choice.
They will provide specific information about the features in that area
that make it unique. They will encourage travels to visit this region's
geography.
Literature

Map printout
Scissors
Handouts
Glue, Crayons
Construction paper, crayons/markers

Plain paper, crayons, markers, previous research
on region

● Dancing Drum: A Cherokee Legend, by Terri Cohlene
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Websites
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.teach-nology.com/
https://education.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/regions-of-the-us/
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments as
per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide cooperative
learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides, notes,
etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a
higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Have students retell to assess comprehension
● Graphic organizers
● Summarize as you go
● Preview lessons
● Buddy reading of text
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Gifted and Talented
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills
● Use centers
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
● Propose interest-based extension activities
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Chunk texts
● Summarize as you go
● Preview lessons
● Graphic organizers
Special Education/504
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Follow IEP or 504 Plan
Pre-teach and model strategies to learn and practice new vocabulary words pertaining to the unit
Read directions, tests/quizzes, and classwork aloud in a small group, rewording as needed
Help students to plan projects and goals with the teacher before beginning the assignment
Provide preferential seating for group lessons and individual work
Review concepts and important vocabulary from previous lessons before teaching new information
Check for student understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures
Assess students assignments on quality over quantity
Provide visual aids to support concepts being taught, such as maps, charts, tables, pictures, or diagrams
Use anchor charts in the classroom
Use graphic organizers to help students organize important information from a lesson
Provide frequent movement opportunities and breaks for students as needed
Allow students with opportunities for additional time to complete assignments
Provide small group and/or individual instruction to help reinforce concepts and new ideas being taught

Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
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Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

Insuring and Protecting

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.
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9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using
print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.

8.1.4.A.5

Determine the benefits of a wide range of digital tools by using them to solve problems.
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Unit 3: Midwest

Duration: January-February

Unit Summary
• Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and cultures.
• Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural differences.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The study of historical figures enables Americans with diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national
heritage.
• American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different cultural
groups living in the United States.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a
lifelong skill that develops over time.
• Creativity and innovation have led to improvements in lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new
products.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a
lifelong skill that develops over time.
• Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of American citizens.
• In an interconnected world, it important to consider different cultural perspectives before proposing solutions to local,
state, national, and global challenges.
• In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and nations to solve global
problems.
• Awareness of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local community and beyond.
NJ Student Learning Standards
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6.1.4. A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.
6.1.4. B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, politics,
and physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.
6.1.4. B.10 Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain how maps,
globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.
6.1.4. C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey
and the United States.
6.1.4. C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures
during different historical periods.
6.1.4. C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial
society, and then to the information age.
6.1.4. C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread
of ideas throughout the United States and the world.
6.1.4. D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other
regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage.
6.1.4. D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.
6.1.4. D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining 17 traditional beliefs
and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.
6.1.4. D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.
6.3.4. A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public concern and possible
solutions.
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6.3.4. C.1 Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children.
6.3.4. D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such
actions.
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal
discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.
Technology
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print
and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.5 Determine the benefits of a wide range of digital tools by using them to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…
● Geography plays a major role in the diversity of individuals
● By accepting diverse cultures society will continue to grow
and improve.
● Technological advances in transportation, science, and the
arts have shaped the growth of America.
● The environment shapes the American heritage.

● What are the geographic differences and
similarities in each region of the United
States?
● Why do geography, natural resources,
climate, transportation, and technology
affect economic opportunities?
● How do cultural differences in the United
States relate to that of the world?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
U.S. Geography: The Midwest - Students will learn about the
geography of the Midwest, examine the importance of agriculture to
the Midwest economy, and create billboards advertising agricultural
products grown in the Midwest.

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/usgeography-the-midwest.cfm

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Completing a map for the Midwest region
● Graphic Organizers to compare and
contrast
● Research and present material for the
Midwest region
● Observations
● Homework
● Class Participation
● Summative Assessments
● Unit Projects such as scrapbooking or
making brochures of the Midwest region
● Chapter Tests
● Unit Tests
● Quizzes

32

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
Vocabulary
temperature, humidity, Great Lakes, elevation, harvested, longitude, latitude, deforestation, timberline, livestock, natural
resources
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Map skills - locate specific US Regions.
Differences and similarities between the regions.
Cultural differences throughout the United States.
The contributions made by historical figures.
Contributions to America’s heritage.
That traditions and values have changed America.
Global perspectives influence the U.S.
Environmental and technological advances change and
create opportunities.

● Utilize maps and technology to identify
regions of the United States.
● Compare and contrast regions of the
United States.
● Examine and relate regions to cultural
characteristics.
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● Technology in communications has impacted our relationship
with other cultures.
● How to become a United States citizen.
● Global challenges exist and nations need to work together to
resolve.
● The importance of views and opinions from around the world
and appreciate individual differences.
● Information includes:
○ Landforms and climate
○ Human interaction
○ Locations suited for settlement
○ Major cities
○ Different regions with different economic opportunities
Instructional Plan

● Analyze global issues that affect their local
area and how they compare to other
regions.

Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create a scrapbook/poster of their experiences. This
will serve as a “memory” of their adventures through the region.
Students will also provide background information on the landmarks
visited to demonstrate understanding of material. This will help
students to describe this region and support them when explaining
their learning to their peers.

Chromebook/computer

Students will create a brochure to teach their family and friends
about the important features of the Midwest region. Students will
choose five important characteristics of that region and describe
these concepts and illustrate them.
Literature

Paper, coloring utensils
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● I Have Heard of a Land, by Joyce Carol Thomas
● The Big Rivers: The Missouri, the Mississippi, and the Ohio, by Bruce Hiscock
Websites
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.teach-nology.com/
https://education.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/regions-of-the-us/
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Provide extra time
● Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures
● Chunk texts
● Provide video of the subject
● Preview lessons
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● Graphic organizers
● Highlight key words
● Provide peer tutoring
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
● Provide word bank
Gifted and Talented
● Compact the curriculum
● Allow gifted children to assume ownership of their own learning through curriculum acceleration.
● Students design questions
● Expose to sophisticated vocabulary
● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, concept puzzles)
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures
● Chunk texts
● Summarize as you go
● Preview lessons
● Graphic organizers
● Highlight key words
● Retell and restate key ideas
Special Education/504
● Follow IEP on 504 Plan
● Provide students with notes from the lesson and discussions
● Provide students with a study guide before a test or quiz to help them prepare
● Group students in partnerships that will facilitate discussion and collaborative environments
● Pre-teach and model strategies to learn and practice new vocabulary words pertaining to the unit
● Read directions, tests/quizzes, and classwork aloud in a small group, rewording as needed
● Allow students to verbalize before beginning an assignment
● Help students to plan projects and goals with the teacher before beginning the assignment
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●
●
●
●

Provide preferential seating for group lessons and individual work
Review concepts and important vocabulary from previous lessons before teaching new information
Allow students with opportunities for additional time to complete assignments
Provide small group and/or individual instruction to help reinforce concepts and new ideas being taught

Unit 4 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

X

Income and Careers

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.
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CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

X

9.2

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
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8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources
to complete a variety of tasks.

8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word
processing program.

8.1.4.A.5

Determine the benefits of a wide range of digital tools by using them to solve
problems.

Unit 4: Southwest

Duration: March-April

Unit Summary
• Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and cultures.
• Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural differences.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• The study of historical figures enables Americans with diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national
heritage.
• American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different cultural
groups living in the United States.
• People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the experiences they have had, the
perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points of view.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
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• Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products and services.
• Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability of resources and technology.
• Creativity and innovation have led to improvements in lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of American citizens.
• In an interconnected world, it important to consider different cultural perspectives before proposing solutions to local,
state, national, and global challenges.
• In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and nations to solve global
problems.
• Awareness of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local community and beyond.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.
6.1.4. A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community,
state, national, and global challenges.
6.1.4. A.16 Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights and
provide aid to individuals and nations in need.
6.1.4. B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, politics, and
physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.
6.1.4. B.10 Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain how maps,
globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.
6.1.4. C.13 Determine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
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6.1.4. C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and
the United States.
6.1.4. C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during
different historical periods.
6.1.4. C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial
society, and then to the information age.
6.1.4. C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread of
ideas throughout the United States and the world.
6.1.4. D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other
regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage.
6.1.4. D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.
6.1.4. D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional beliefs and
practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.
6.1.4. D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.
6.3.4. A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public concern and possible
solutions.
6.3.4. C.1 Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children.
6.3.4. D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says explicitly
and when drawing inferences from the text.
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SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal
discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.
1.1.5. C.3 Analyze the use of technical theatrical elements to identify how time, place, mood, and theme are created.
1.3.5. C.1 Create original plays using script-writing formats that include stage directions and technical theatrical elements,
demonstrating comprehension of the elements of theatre and story construction.
Technology
8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print and
non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.5 Determine the benefits of a wide range of digital tools by using them to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
9.1.8.A. Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and
skills.
9.1.8.A. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…
● Geography plays a major role in the diversity of individuals
● By accepting diverse cultures society will continue to grow
and improve.
● Technological advances in transportation, science, and the
arts have shaped the growth of America.
● The environment shapes the American heritage.

● What are the geographic differences and
similarities in each region of the United
States?
● Why do geography, natural resources,
climate, transportation, and technology affect
economic opportunities?
● How do cultural differences in the United
States relate to that of the world?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
● Southwest Native Americans Web Quest https://sites.google.com/site/swnativeamericanswebquest/Ho
me
○ Students will conduct research on the first Native
Americans to settle into the region. Students will then
take research and create Google Slideshow and teach
peers about what they’ve learned.
● Create a journal or diary of their virtual field trips that students
took throughout this region, highlighting what they learned
from each specific landmark.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Completing a map for the Southwest region
● Graphic Organizers to compare and contrast
● Research and present material for the
Southwest region
● Observations
● Homework
● Quizzes
● Class Participation
● Notebook
● Portfolio
Summative Assessments
● Unit Projects such as scrapbooking or making
brochures of the Southwest region
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●

PowerPoint or WebQuest Presentation to
explore the Southwest region of the United
States
● Chapter Tests
● Unit Tests
● Problem Based Learning Projects
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Desert, savannah, canyon, recycle, human resources
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● Map skills - locate specific US Regions.
● Differences and similarities between the regions.
● Cultural differences throughout the United States.

● Utilize maps and technology to identify
regions of the United States.
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

● Compare and contrast regions of the United

The contributions made by historical figures.
Contributions to America’s heritage.
That traditions and values have changed America.
Global perspectives influence the U.S.
How entrepreneurs have assisted our history.
Environmental and technological advances change and
create opportunities.
Technology in communications has impacted our relationship
with other cultures.
How to become a United States citizen.
Global challenges exist and nations need to work together to
resolve.
The importance of views and opinions from around the world
and appreciate individual differences.
Information includes:
○ Landforms and climate
○ Human interaction
○ Locations suited for settlement
○ Major cities
○ Different regions with different economic opportunities
○ Transportation system

States.
● Examine and relate regions to cultural
characteristics.
● Analyze global issues that affect their local
area and how they compare to other regions.
●

Compare and contrast similar topics and
views from around the world.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will watch a video of the region to learn information about
different landmarks. Students will collaborate with peers and
describe the most important features of this region.

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blogposts/beth-newingham/region-tour/
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Students will locate where they’ve been in the region using a
thumbtack. This will help students to visually see the different areas
they have been studying. Students can create a brief text box, to
accompany the thumbtack, with the most important facts about that
region to keep on display in their classroom.
Students will write a postcard to another friend highlighting the
attributes of the region. Students will draw a picture of the
distinguishing feature of the region and will describe these important
features to their friend. They will describe to their friend why they
should visit this region.
In small groups, students can create displays of important attributes
of this region. Students can then act out a short play using these
theatrical elements (setting, theme, time) to take their classmates on
a tour or field trip to this region. Students will share information in
this short play about the region they have learned about.
Literature

Thumbtack
map

Paper
Pencil

Craft materials, paper, information about the region

● The Colorado River, by Carol B. Rawlins
● Old Blue, by Sibyl Hancock
● In Search of the Grand Canyon: Down the Colorado with John Wesley Powell, by Mary Ann Fraser
Websites
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.teach-nology.com/
https://education.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/regions-of-the-us/

Modifications
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Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments as
per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide cooperative
learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides, notes,
etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a
higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Allow open book tests and quizzes
● When student is asked to answer questions, indicate page in text where answer can be found
● Use cooperative learning with heterogeneous groups
● Use a strong student as a “buddy” (does not necessarily have to speak the primary language)
● Provide word bank
Gifted and Talented
● Explore many points of view about contemporary topics.
● Allow opportunity to analyze and evaluate material
● Provide opportunities for gifted children to interact with other gifted children across grade levels and schools through
competitions or collaborative projects.
● Accelerate the mastery of skills through testing-out procedures
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
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● Provide “mini-lessons” when needed
● Role play/simulations/drama
●

Highlight text

● Inquiry-based instruction
●

Word wall

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Allow students to verbalize before beginning tasks and lab experiments
● Repeat the directions for students as often as needed
● Allow wait time for students
● Provide visual aids to support concepts being taught, such as diagrams
● Redirect student and provide frequent breaks as needed
Unit 5 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

Check all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

Career Ready Practices

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

Money Management

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
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X

Credit and Debt Management

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

X

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

X

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

49

Technology
8.1.5. E.1

Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of
using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.

8.1.4.A.1

Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

8.1.5.A.2

Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,
symbols and/ or pictures.

8.1.5.A.1

Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including
solving problems

50

Unit 5: West

Duration: May-June

Unit Summary
• Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and cultures.
• Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural differences.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• The study of historical figures enables Americans with diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national
heritage.
• American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different cultural
groups living in the United States.
• Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a changing society.
• People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the experiences they have had, the
perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points of view.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products and services.
• Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability of resources and technology.
• Creativity and innovation have led to improvements in lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new products.
• The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations and related applications.
• The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong
skill that develops over time.
• Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of American citizens.
• In an interconnected world, it important to consider different cultural perspectives before proposing solutions to local,
state, national, and global challenges.
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• In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and nations to solve global
problems.
• Awareness of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local community and beyond.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.4. A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.
6.1.4. A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to
community, state, national, and global challenges.
6.1.4. A.16 Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights
and provide aid to individuals and nations in need.
6.1.4. B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, politics,
and physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.
6.1.4. B.10 Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain how maps,
globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.
6.1.4. C.13 Determine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
6.1.4. C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey
and the United States.
6.1.4. C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures
during different historical periods.
6.1.4. C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial
society, and then to the information age.
6.1.4. C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread
of ideas throughout the United States and the world.
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6.1.4. D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other
regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage.
6.1.4. D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.
6.1.4. D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional beliefs and
practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.
6.1.4. D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.
6.3.4. A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public concern and possible
solutions.
6.3.4. C.1 Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children.
6.3.4. D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such
actions.
Interdisciplinary skills
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal
discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Technology
8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving
problems.
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8.1.5. E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print
and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of tasks.
8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.
8.1.5.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.5 Determine the benefits of a wide range of digital tools by using them to solve problems.
21 Century Life and Career
9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income.
9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● Geography plays a major role in the diversity of individuals
● By accepting diverse cultures society will continue to grow
and improve.
● Technological advances in transportation, science, and the
arts have shaped the growth of America.
● The environment shapes the American heritage.

● What are the geographic differences and
similarities in each region of the United
States?
● Why do geography, natural resources,
climate, transportation, and technology
affect economic opportunities?
● How do cultural differences in the United
States relate to that of the world?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments
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As a class, the students will create an Amazing Race challenge for
another class. Students are put into production groups to create a
show segment for The Amazing Race. Each group will:
● Represent the different United States regions.
● Investigate the various types of geographical regions (e.g.,
political regions, economic regions, landform regions,
vegetation regions)
● Create a digital poster or poster board presentation to be
posted on classroom wiki for study reference
● Include an “artifact ” (e.g. geographic tools/ technologies,
stories, songs, and pictures) to further describe their specific
region.
As a class, students will present their final product and regional
artifacts to another class as an Amazing Race challenge. Ultimately,
the students will reflect on what they learned and write about how
do other regions in the United States influence their lives?
PBL From:
http://www.leadingpbl.org/w/page/41619609/Amazing%20Race-US%20Regions

Formative Assessments
● Completing a map for the West region
● Graphic Organizers to compare and
contrast
● Research and present material for the
West region
● Observations
● Homework
● Quizzes
● Class Participation
● Notebook
● Portfolio
Summative Assessments
● Unit Projects such as scrapbooking or
making brochures of the West region
● PowerPoint or WebQuest Presentation to
explore the West region of the United
States
● Chapter Tests
● Unit Tests
● Problem Based Learning Projects
● Benchmark
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
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●
●
●
●
●

Teacher Observations
Questions Starters
Participation Rubric
Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
island, map key, compass, longitude, Rocky Mountains
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Map skills - locate specific US Regions.
Differences and similarities between the regions.
Cultural differences throughout the United States.
The contributions made by historical figures.
Contributions to America’s heritage.
That traditions and values have changed America.
Global perspectives influence the U.S.
How entrepreneurs have assisted our history.
Environmental and technological advances change and
create opportunities.
● Technology in communications has impacted our relationship
with other cultures.
● How to become a United States citizen.
● Global challenges exist and nations need to work together to
resolve.

● Utilize maps and technology to identify
regions of the United States.
● Compare and contrast regions of the
United States.
● Examine and relate regions to cultural
characteristics.
● Analyze global issues that affect their local
area and how they compare to other
regions.
● Compare and contrast similar topics and
views from around the world.
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● The importance of views and opinions from around the world
and appreciate individual differences.
● Information includes:
○ Landforms and climate
○ Human interaction
○ Locations suited for settlement
○ Major cities
○ Different regions with different economic opportunities
○ Transportation system
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create a blog about information they’ve learned from
the West region and respond to each other.

Chromebook

Students will take a virtual field trip of Yellowstone National Park
and create a brochure.

Chromebook
Paper
Crayons/Markers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DY9OIg03SI8
Chromebook
Books
Construction Paper
U.S. Geography: The West http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/freelesson-plans/us- geography-the-west.cfm

Students will research the similarities and differences between
Alaska and Hawaii and create a Venn Diagram.

Students will view a video and use that information in conjunction
with the information they learned from other resources throughout
the unit to create a brochure describing the important
features/characteristics of that region.
Literature
● Nine for California, by Sonia Levitin
● Glaciers, by John Wart Gordon
● Seeds of Hope: The Gold Rush Diary of Susanna Fairchild, California Territory, 1849, by Kristiana Gregory
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Websites
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.teach-nology.com/
https://education.nationalgeographic.com/
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Accept participation at any level, even one word
● Highlight key words
● Pre Teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures
● Chunk text
● Cloze activities
● Use visuals
● Provide word bank
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Gifted and Talented
● Compact and accelerate content
● Allow time for in-depth exploration
● Expose to sophisticated vocabulary
● Challenged student with questions that require a higher level of response.
● Ask open-ended questions that stimulate inquiry, active exploration, and discovery.
● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Heterogeneous groups
● Flexible/strategic grouping
● One-to-one teacher conference throughout project completion
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Check for students understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures
● Provide students with additional time to complete assignments
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Provide students with notes from the lesson
● Provide students with a study guide about the information they will be assessed on for a test or quiz
● Teach and model note taking strategies to assist student when reading their social studies textbook
● Teach and model strategies to learn and practice reinforce new vocabulary words
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Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 5

Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
EMS BOE Approved October 23, 2019

Philosophy
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
Pacing Guide
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Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1 –

Approximately 50 Days

Unit 2 -

Approximately 60 Days

Unit 3 -

Approximately 60 Days
Core Materials:
Scholastic Studies Weekly

Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

Personal Financial Literacy

X

Income and Careers

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
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CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

Planning, Saving, and Investing

√

√

9.2

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

X

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
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√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.5. A.1

Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks
including solving problems.

8.1.2.A.4

Create a document with text using a word processing program.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.

8.1.2.C.1

Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other
classes, schools, or countries using electronic tools.

8.1.2.D.1

Model legal and ethical behaviors when using both print and non-print information by citing sources.

8.1.5. A.2

Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,
symbols and/ or pictures.
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Unit 1: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620)

Duration: 6-7weeks (September – October)

Unit Summary
Indigenous societies in the Western Hemisphere migrated and changed in response to the physical environment and
due to their interactions with Europeans. European exploration expanded global economic and cultural exchange into
the Western Hemisphere.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8. A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among African,
European, and Native American groups.
6.1.8.B.1.a Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and explain how these patterns
affected interactions in different regions of the Western Hemisphere.
6.1.8. B.1.b Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical maps to determine what led to
the exploration of new water and land routes.
6.1.8. C.1.a Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European exploration.
6.1.8. C.1.b Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade during this period.
6.1.8. D.1.a Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of Native
American groups.
6.1.8. D.1.b Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural
transformation.
6.1.8. D.1.c Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from different
perspectives.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
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6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).

Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the
text.
RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
RI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a
grade 5 topic or subject area.
RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.
RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of
view they represent.
RI.5.7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a
question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.
RI.5.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons
and evidence support which point(s).
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RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
W.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences.
W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.5.7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different
perspectives of a topic.
W.5.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources;
summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
SL.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to
enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
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1.3.5. C.1 Create original plays using script-writing formats that include stage directions and technical theatrical
elements, demonstrating comprehension of the elements of theatre and story construction.
Technology
8.1.5. A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving
problems.
8.1.2.A.4 Create a document with text using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other classes, schools,
or countries using electronic tools.
8.1.2.D.1 Model legal and ethical behaviors when using both print and non-print information by citing sources.
8.1.5. A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/
or pictures.
21st CENTURY LIFE AND CAREERS
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● Trade along the Silk Road connected people from different
countries.
● The cultures of African, European and Native
American groups coalesced to form the America we
know today.
● The cultures of a myriad of peoples continue to shape

● How did the Silk Road help people in
different lands learn about each other?
● How did past interactions of peoples and
cultures shape the American heritage?
● How do present interactions of peoples
and cultures shape the American
heritage?
● How did/do interactions with the
environment shape the American
8

the America we live in today.
● The environment influences settlement and trade
patterns.

heritage?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Native American Project: Students will research a Native American
tribe and create a presentation to show and describe their tribe’s
culture, food, and shelter. They will complete a 5 paragraph essay
and make a visual aid that each student will present to the class.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Exit slip
● Read and respond
● Classroom Discussion
● Think, pair, share
● Quiz
Summative Assessments
● Chapter Test
● End of Unit project
● Project Rubric
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
9

● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
slave trade
mission
missionary
Renaissance

astrolab
caravan
emperor
saga

colonist
conquistador

pilgrimage
magnetic compass

colony

convert
Columbian Exchange

expedition

conquest

plantation

conquest
society

Cartographer
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will ….

Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●
●

Know the government's, belief systems, and family
structures of African, European and Native American
groups
Know the settlement pattern of Native Americans
Understand the exploration patterns of
new waterways and land groups
Understand the impact of science, religion, and technology
innovations on European exploration
Understand why societies trade, how trade functions and
the role of trade during this time period

●

Compare and contrast gender roles,
religion, values, cultural practices,
and political systems of Native
American groups
● Evaluate the impact of science,
religion, and technology
innovations on European
exploration
● Chart the exploration patterns of
new waterways and land groups
● Analyze the exploration patterns of
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new waterways and land groups
● Explain why societies trade, how trade
functions and the role of trade during
this time period
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create vocabulary cards.

Textbook/Unit Vocabulary List
Flashcards

Students will preview videos to activate background knowledge.
Students will create maps to label continents and oceans.

Studies Weekly
Outline map

Silk Road Project: Students will create a map showing the route of
Marco Polo and the items traded in the different regions of Europe
and Asia.

Textbook
http://eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/application
s/imaps/maps/g2_u5/
Content leveled readers

Explorer Research Project
Choices:
● Wanted Poster
● Google Slides presentation
● “Fakebook” profile on assigned explorer including status
updates

Internet/Textbook
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/
Content leveled readers
Biographies

Literature

Websites
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www.sfforesman.com
www.ducksters.com
www.history.com
Discovery Education Media http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
Promethean Planet http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/
Brain Pop http://www.brainpop.com/
Thinkfinity: www.thinkfinity.com
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Shared writing opportunities
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
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Gifted and Talented
● Cubing: Designed to help students think about a topic or idea from many different angles or perspectives. The
tasks are placed on the six sides of a cube and use commands that help support thinking (justify, describe,
evaluate, connect, etc.). The students complete the task on the side that ends face up, either independently or
in homogenous groups.
● Higher level questioning and expectations
● Students design their own questions to extended reading conversations on explorers
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
● Cooperative Learning Groups
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Remove unnecessary material, words, etc., that can distract from the content
● Deliver the content in “chunks” and then continue to build their knowledge and understanding
● Define key vocabulary, multiple-meaning words, and figurative language
● Use audio and visual supports.
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Provide extra time
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Provide students with notes from the lesson and discussions
● Provide students with a study guide before a test or quiz to help them prepare
13

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pre-teach and model strategies to learn and practice new vocabulary words pertaining to the unit
Read directions, tests/quizzes, and classwork aloud in a small group, rewording as needed
Allow students to verbalize before beginning an assignment
Review concepts and important vocabulary from previous lessons before teaching new information
Check for student understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures
Provide visual aids to support concepts being taught, such as maps, charts, tables, pictures, or diagrams
Use graphic organizers to help students organize important information from a lesson
Provide small group and/or individual instruction to help reinforce concepts and new ideas being taught

Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
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9.2

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global
competence.

Technology
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8.1.5. A.1

Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks
including solving problems.

8.1.2.A.4

Create a document with text using a word processing program.

8.1.5. A.2

Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,
symbols and/ or pictures.

8.1.2.C.1

Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other
classes, schools, or countries using electronic tools.

8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
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Unit 2: Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763)

Duration: 45-50 days (November – February)

Unit Summary
The colonists adapted ideas from their European heritage and from Native American groups to develop new political and
religious institutions and economic systems. The slave labor system and the loss of Native American lives had a lasting
impact on the development of the United States and American culture.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8. A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies.
6.1.8. A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early
structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions.
6.1.8. A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political
opportunities during the Colonial era.
6.1.8. B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies.
6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among
European colonists and Native American groups in the New World.
6.1.8. C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems.
6.1.8. C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European
countries.
6.1.8. C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups.
6.1.8. D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in Europe
and the Americas.
6.1.8. D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people,
and explain why their experiences differed.
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6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the
text.
RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
RI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade
5 topic or subject area.
RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.
RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of
view they represent.
RI.5.7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a
question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.
RI.5.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons
and evidence support which point(s).
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RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
W.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences.
W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.5.7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different
perspectives of a topic.
W.5.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources;
summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
SL.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to
enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
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Technology
8.1.5. A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving
problems.
8.1.5. A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/
or pictures.
8.1.2.A.4 Create a document with text using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other classes, schools,
or countries using electronic tools.
21st century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Colony Project: Students will research one of the thirteen colonies
and create a Google Slide Project.

Slavery- Students will research the history of slavery in the U.S.
They will utilize research, note-taking, and organizational skills to
participate in a class debate about slavery.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Observation
● Homework
● Class Participation
● Read and respond
● Discussion
● Think, pair, share
Opened Ended Questions/quizzes/tests
(emphasizing written communication skills)
● Timelines
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● Journal Entries
Summative Assessments
● Chapter test
● Research report
● Question/ Answer
● Project-based assessments (using rubrics)
● Unit Content Tests
● Class Projects
● Constructed Response to Open-ended
Questions Expository/Persuasive writing
● Project Based Learning – Performance
Assessments
● Project Rubric
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● More musically-inclined students may
create a song about what they have
learned
● Diary entry
● Timeline of era
Vocabulary
Charter

pilgrim

Mayflower Compact

persecution

dissenter

21

Stock

Separatist

dissenter

Puritan

Cash crop

Pilgrim

Saint

debtor

Indentured servant
House of Burgesses
Self-sufficient

proprietor
meeting house
Stono Rebellion

Northwest Passage

religious freedom

Triangle Trade Route

apprentice

general store

meeting house

Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know how...

Students will be able to ...

● The colonists adapted ideas from Europe and from Native
Americans to create new political, religious and economic
systems.
● The slave labor system and the loss of Native American lives
had a lasting impact on the development of the United States
and American culture.
● To identify the early stages of the establishment of the
American government.
● To interpret the importance of religious freedom to the
development of the colonies.
● To recognize the power struggle among European countries
and its contribution to the development of our new nation.
● The French and Indian War contributed to the American
Revolution.
● To determine the factors that impacted the regional identities
of the colonies.

● Recognize that the actions of individuals,
groups, and nations can have intended
and unintended consequences.
● Explain how and why early government
structures developed, and determine the
impact of these early structures on the
evolution of American politics and
institutions.
● Compare and contrast the religion and
government in various North American
colonies.
● Explain the factors that impacted regional
identity.
● Delineate the factors that impacted the
regional identities of the colonies.
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● The roles of religious freedom and participatory government
in various North American colonies affected colonization.
● How race, gender, and status affected social economic and
political opportunities during Colonial times.
● Slavery/indentured servitude in the Colonial labor system
developed over time.

● Explain how race, gender, and status
affected social economic and political
opportunities during Colonial times.
● Relate slavery/indentured servitude to
Colonial labor systems.
● Analyze the power struggle among
European countries and determine its
impact on the economies of the colonies
and European countries.
● Determine the impact on people living in
Europe and the Americas.
● Explain the factors that influenced the
French and Indian War.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will illustrate a diary from the point of view of a Jamestown
colonist.

Textbook, supplemental readers, internet

Students will conduct research on the women in Colonial America.

Internet/Textbook

Students will be assigned different roles (plantation owner, slave
traders, etc.) All parties with the exception of the slaves will be
given pennies and will simulate the triangular trade.

Barrels, job description tags, pennies, large area
to be labeled with different locations (Colonies,
England, West Indies, etc)

Students will create a classroom compact.

Textbook, examples from history and modern
times
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Students will participate in a self-government reenactment. They
will assume different roles in the community to observe and better
understand the roles in a government system.

Background knowledge of self-government

Literature
Jamestown: New World Adventure
Pocahontas: The True Story of the Powhatan Princess
The Paradox of Jamestown: 1585-1700
Websites
www.ducksters.com
www.history.com
Virtual Field Trip to Jamestown - http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/05/jamestown/jamestown-standalone
Historic Jamestown - http://historicjamestowne.org/visit-virtually/
Historic Virginia Virtual Field Trip - http://www.jslid.com/502/va_history/index.html
Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
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Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Describe everyday life in the 13 colonies.
● View map of the states within the 13 colonies
● Identify the climate features and natural resources in each colony
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner learning or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Identify a colonial occupation and explain its benefit to the community.
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Compare/contrast life in colonies to life today.
● Preview vocab to make connections
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces

25

● Summarize information as it is read
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Provide students with notes from the lesson and discussions
● Check for student understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures
● Provide visual aids to support concepts being taught, such as maps, charts, tables, pictures, or diagrams
● Use anchor charts in the classroom to support the concepts being taught and to use to review these ideas in
future lessons
● Use graphic organizers to help students organize important information from a lesson
● Provide small group and/or individual instruction to help reinforce concepts and new ideas being taught
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Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

X

X

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

X

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

√
√

Career Preparation

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.5. A.1

Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks
including solving problems.

8.1.5. A.2

Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,
symbols and/ or pictures.

8.1.2.A.4

Create a document with text using a word processing program.
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8.1.4.A.2

Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.

8.1.2.C.1

Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other
classes, schools, or countries using electronic tools.

8.1.2.D.1

Model legal and ethical behaviors when using both print and non-print information by citing
sources.

Unit 3: Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s)

Duration: 45-50 days (March – June)

Unit Summary
Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for independence in the colonies. The
fundamental principles of the United States Constitution serve as the foundation of the United States government today.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which they were
fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period.
6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed,
rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in
establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time.
6.1.8. A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of
Rights.
6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in terms of the
decision-making powers of national government.
6.1.8. A.3.e Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government (i.e., Alien and
Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic.
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6.1.8. A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the
role and power of federal government.
6.1.8. A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues.
6.1.8. B.3.a Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the
expansion of the American colonies.
6.1.8. B.3.b Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the debate on representation
in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans.
6.1.8. B.3.c Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome of
the American Revolutionary War.
6.1.8. B.3.d Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American Revolution.
6.1.8.C.3.a Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact of
these on relations between Britain and its North American colonies.
6.1.8. C.3.b Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of state and national
governments during this time.
6.1.8. C.3.c Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of slavery and on the economic
and political development of the country.
6.1.8. D.3.a Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American
colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American
Revolution.
6.1.8. D.3.b Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become
unifying ideas of American democracy.
6.1.8. D.3.c Analyze the impact of George Washington as general.
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6.1.8. D.3.d Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of
the American Revolution.
6.1.8. D.3.e Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen,
northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American
Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war.
6.1.8. D.3.f Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with
Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America.
6.1.8. D.3.g Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national
government met the goals established in the Preamble of the Constitution.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
6.3.8. B.1 Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate governmental agency
regarding the best course of action.
6.3.8. C.1 Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining
information, discussing priorities).
6.3.8. D.1 Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to
understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.
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RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the
text.
RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
RI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade
5 topic or subject area.
RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.
RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of
view they represent.
RI.5.7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a
question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.
RI.5.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons
and evidence support which point(s).
RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
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W.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences.
W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.5.7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different
perspectives of a topic.
W.5.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources;
summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
SL.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to
enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
Technology
8.1.5. A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving
problems.
8.1.5. A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/
or pictures.
8.1.2.A.4 Create a document with text using a word processing program.
8.1.4.A.2 Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other classes, schools,
or countries using electronic tools.
8.1.2.D.1 Model legal and ethical behaviors when using both print and non-print information by citing sources.
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21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Kids' Hyper-Constitution - Understanding the language of the U.S.
Constitution can be difficult. Students examine parts of the
Constitution and rewrite one section using language that
elementary school students can understand. Then, hyperlinks are
added to the document to explain the various rights, what they
mean to elementary school students, and what might happen if they
didn't exist.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Exit slip
● Read and respond
● Think, pair, share
● Quizzes
● Observation
● Class Discussion
● Homework
● Class Participation
● Notebook
● Writing Tasks
Summative Assessments
● Chapter test
● Research Report
● Question/ Answer
● Class Projects
● Unit Content Tests
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● Project Based Learning- Performance
assessments Constructed Response to
Open-ended Prompts
● Expository/Persuasive writings
● Benchmark
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Project Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Declaration of Independence
geography

rural

territory/territories

judicial

Bill of Rights

American Revolutionary War

colony/colonies

opposing

Constitution

municipal

consequences

urban

Preamble

merchants
election

legislature

Articles of Confederation

government
socioeconomic
Treaty of Paris

legislative
governmental agency

Loyalists

Patriots

proposal
democratic/democracy
Founding Fathers

35

Europe/European

taxes

Congress

Federalism

George Washington

Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know ...

Students will be able to...

● Disputes over authority and economic issues contributed to a
movement for independence in the colonies.
● The causes and effects of the American Revolution.
● How early government created The Articles of
Confederation.
● How to describe the geography of the colonies
● How to identify the cause and effect of the American
Revolution.
● How perspectives of Loyalists and Patriots differed.
● How the Founding Fathers contributed to the establishment
of our nation’s government.
● How the creation of the Declaration of Independence
shaped the new nation.
● How the Bill of Rights became the structure for the
Constitution.

● Understand various economic, cultural,
political and religious factors influenced the
American Revolution.
● Assess how conflicts and alliances among
European countries and Native American
groups impacted the expansion of the
American colonies.
● Explain how the consequences of the
Seven Years War, changes in British
policies toward American colonies, and
responses by various groups and
individuals in the North American colonies
led to the American Revolution.
● Analyze from multiple perspectives how
the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected
United States relations with Native
Americans and with European powers that
had territories in North America.
● Explain how taxes and government
regulation can affect economic
opportunities, and assess the impact of
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●

●

●

●

●

●

these on relations between Britain and its
North American colonies.
Explain why the Declaration of
Independence was written and how its key
principles evolved to become unifying
ideas of American democracy.
Explain the roles and perspectives of
various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural
farmers, urban craftsmen, northern
merchants, and southern planters), African
Americans, Native Americans, and women
during the American Revolution, and
determine how these groups were
impacted by the war.
Analyze how prominent individuals and
other nations contributed to the causes,
execution, and outcomes of the American
Revolution.
Determine the extent to which the
geography of the United States influenced
the debate on representation in Congress
and federalism by examining the New
Jersey and Virginia plans.
Use maps and other geographic tools to
evaluate the impact of geography on the
execution and outcome of the American
Revolutionary War.
Explain why New Jersey’s location played
an integral role in the American Revolution.
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● Determine the role that compromise played
in the creation and adoption of the
Constitution and Bill of Rights.
● Compare and contrast the Articles of
Confederation and the UNITED STATES
Constitution in terms of the decisionmaking powers of national government.
● Examine the ideals found in the
Declaration of Independence, and assess
the extent to which they were fulfilled for
women, African
● Americans, and Native Americans during
this time period.
● Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and
Bill of Rights on current day issues.
● Analyze the impact of George Washington
as general of the American revolutionary
forces and as the first president of the
United States.
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will create an editorial title, “News Then” about an event
during the American Revolution.

Textbook/Internet/ iPad or other recorder

Students create Liberty Tree protest posters.

Tax research packet and art supplies
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Students will log a journal entry as a soldier who fought during the
Revolutionary War.

Textbook, internet

Students will create an evolution project of communication
demonstrating how communication have evolved from colonial
times to modern times.

Information about communication from different
times periods discussed in the unit

Students will participate in a Boston Massacre Investigation of
crime scene. Use the website (in the resources section) to have
students engage in this webquest.

https://sites.google.com/site/bostonmassacrecsi/t
ask

Literature
Thomas Jefferson: Voice of Liberty
George Washington’s Socks
Crispus Attucks: Black Leader of Colonial Patriots
Websites
www.history.org
www.thefreedomtrail.org
www.youtube.com -Schoolhouse Rock-No More Kings
www.aoc.gov.com
Discovery Education Media: http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
Promethean Planet: http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/
Brain Pop: http://www.brainpop.com/
The American Revolution: http:www.mce.k12tn.net/revolutionary_war/american_revolution.htm
Tolerance/Holocaust Lessons:www.scholastic.com
www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html

Modifications
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Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
English Language Learners
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● As Prime Minister Grenville, explain in a letter to a colonist how the Stamp Act will affect government income,
why the government needs additional income and why the act is fair.
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
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● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Make a poster protesting British taxes on the colonies.
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Shared writing opportunities
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
● Provide students with notes from the lesson and discussions
● Provide students with a study guide before a test or quiz to help them prepare
● Group students in partnerships that will facilitate discussion and collaborative environments
● Pre-teach and model strategies to learn and practice new vocabulary words pertaining to the unit
● Allow students to verbalize before beginning an assignment
● Help students to plan projects and goals with the teacher before beginning the assignment
● Check for student understanding often with formal, informal, verbal, and nonverbal measures
● Provide visual aids to support concepts being taught, such as maps, charts, tables, pictures, or diagrams
● Use graphic organizers to help students organize important information from a lesson
● Provide small group and/or individual instruction to help reinforce concepts and new ideas being taught
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Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 6
Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
EMS BOE Approved October 23, 2019

Philosophy
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
Pacing Guide
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Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1-The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and Neolithic Age

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 2 -Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples:
Ancient River Valley: Mesopotamia

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 3 - Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples:
Egypt

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 4 -Holocaust and Genocide

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 5 -Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples:
China

Approximately 25-30 Days

Unit 6- Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples:
India

Approximately 25-30 Days

Core Materials:
Scholastic Studies Weekly
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Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
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8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 1: The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and
Neolithic Age

Duration: 20-25 days (September)

Unit Summary
Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical environments using resources, the natural world, and technological
advancements. The agricultural revolution led to an increase in population, specialization of labor, new forms of social
organization, and the beginning of societies. Archaeology provides historical and scientific explanations for how ancient
people lived.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.2.8. A.1.a Compare and contrast the social organization of early hunters/gatherers and those who lived in early
agrarian societies.
6.2.8. B.1.a Explain the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers who moved from Africa to Eurasia, Australia,
and the Americas, and describe the impact of migration on their lives and on the shaping of societies.
6.2.8. C.1.a Describe the influence of the agricultural revolution (e.g., the impact of food surplus from farming) on
population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations.
6.2.8. C.1.b Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies.
6.2.8. D.1.a Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of relative length of
time.
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6.2.8. D.1.b Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted human understanding,
development of culture, and social structure.
6.2.8. D.1.c Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to
written records.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
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RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…
● Understand that technological advancements impact all
aspects of the development of a society.
● Throughout history humans have developed technology
and skills to help them survive.
● People may move as individuals or as a group and
absorb or pass on ideas.
● Slaves are usually moved against their will.
● People move for economic, political, or religious
reasons.

● How does the development of technology affect
the development of a society?
● What are the consequences of technology?
● Why do people migrate?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Mysteries in History: The Secret of the Iceman’s Death
● Identify and use processes important to reconstructing
and reinterpreting the the past, such as using a variety
of sources, providing validating, and weighing evidence
for claims, checking credibility of sources, and searching
for causality.
● Students will examine the body of the iceman, weigh
various theories about his death, and then and then
make a decision on how he died
Day #1-Attention Grabber and Discussion Questions

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Open Ended Questions
● Class Discussion
● Graphic Organizers
● Readworks/Reading Responses
● Exit Slips
● Kinesthetic Assessments
● Google Classroom

Summative Assessments
● Studies Weekly Test
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Discussion Questions:
●
●
●
●
●

Who do you think this person was?
Why was he in the mountains?
When did this person die?
How did he die?
Does anything at this scene seem suspicious?

Pictures at the scene-based on this information, when did this
man live?

Day #2-Items at the Scene and Death Theory #1
(Hypothermia): Students read theory and, using ideas from this
theory, write a scenario of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.

● Performance Assessments

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Day #3-Death Theory #2 (Robbery) and #3 (Assassination):
Students read theory and, using ideas from these theories,
write a scenarios of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.

Day #4-Death Theory #4 (Ritual Sacrifice) and #5 (Died in
Battle): Students read theory and, using ideas from these
theories, write a scenarios of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.
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Day #5-Read “Background Information”. Sketching Otzi:
students draw a picture of what they think Otzi looked like, with
his tools and clothing. The Iceman’s Death Certificate: Using
information from notes and graphic organizer, students make
decision about how Otzi died and complete information on the
death certificate page.

Day #6-Present findings to class.
Vocabulary
Prehistory, archaeology, archaeologist, migrate, glacier, artifact, technology, domesticate, harvest, excavation site,
agriculture, surplus, nomad, social division, climate, culture, anthropology, landform, geography, diverse,custom, culture
contact, global interdependence, time-line, anthropologist, sociologist, political scientist, historian
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● The social organization of early hunters/gatherers and

those who lived in early agrarian societies
● Aspects of the Paleolithic Age
● Aspects of the Neolithic Age
● The impact of migration on lives of the migratory
hunters/gathers and on the shaping of societies
● How nomadic and agrarian societies used land and natural

● Compare and contrast the social organization of
early hunters/gatherers and those who lived in
early agrarian societies
● Compare and contrast how nomadic
and agrarian societies used land and
natural resources.
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resources
●
● The impact of technological advancements on
hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies
● How archaeological discoveries such as cave paintings
●
are used to develop and enhance understanding of life
prior to written records
● The difference of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural
●
periods
● The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and
Neolithic Ages Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical
environments using resources, the natural world, and
●
technological advancements.
● The agricultural revolution led to an increase in
population, specialization of labor, new forms of social
organization, and the beginning of societies.
● Archaeology provides historical and scientific
explanations for how ancient people lived.
Instructional Plan

Explain the impact of technological
advancements on hunter/gatherer and
agrarian societies.
Relate the agricultural revolution to
population growth and the subsequent
development of civilizations.
Explain how archaeological discoveries such
as cave paintings are used to develop and
enhance understanding of life prior to written
records.
Demonstrate an understanding of preagricultural and post-agricultural periods

Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will actively engaged in a Catal Hoyuk Web Lesson

http://www.smm.org/catal/

Students will complete Cave Art in Lascaux webquest and tour
the caves virtually
Make cave art depicting student’s signature (hand),technology
(fire), food (animals), people hunting, stars, sun and moon, bow
and arrows
Discovery Education Media
Video: World History: Pre-History
Segments: The Iceman Discovered; The Earliest
Human Migration

http://www.classzone.com/webquest/u1/worksheet_las
caux.cfm
Use paper bags and chalk

http://www.discoveryeducation.com
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Early People: Students will evaluate the survival benefits and
drawbacks of various human tools. Students will also recognize
the importance of tools to early human survival.

List of early tools

Divide class into groups of 4-6 and assign each group as either
warm weather or cold weather environment. Present a list of
various early tools (fishing hook and string, spear, animal skins,
grinding rock, fur clothing, etc.) to each group. Group members
should select tools appropriate for their environment. Ask
students to write about the usefulness of their chosen items
and how they plan to use them effectively. Give students the
opportunity to trade for items that they think would be more
beneficial. Students can present their results to the class and
compare the items they selected with groups of a similar
environment.
Suggested Literature
Evolution By: DK and Dr. Alice Roberts
Earth Children (series) By: Jean M. Auel
First Americans (series) By: Michael and Kathleen O’Neal Gear
First Americans (series) By: William Sarabande
Early Humans By: DK Publishing
The Iceman: McGraw Hill
Suggested Websites
Kid Past
Discovery Channel

http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0001prehistoric-humans.php
http://dsc.discovery.com/convergence/landofmammoth
/eyecandy/intro.html
http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/prehistoric-new-york/
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The Mammoth Site
NeoK12
National Geographic
Cave Painting
Chauvet Cave
Lascaux Cave
Studies Weekly
PBS
American Museum of Natural History
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://dsc.discovery.com/games/iceworld/game/game.
html
http://www.mammothsite.com/
http://neok12.com
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0508/feature2
/index.html
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/prehistoric/cavepainting.htm
http://www.culture.gouv.fr/culture/arcnat/chauvet/en/
http://www.lascaux.culture.fr/#/fr/00.xml
http://www.studiesweekly.com
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/first/radiocarbon.html
http://www.amnh.org/ology/archaeology#
http://www.socialstudiescms.com/humanorigins

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
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ELL
● Pre teach vocabulary and associate with pictures
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
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8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 2: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral
Peoples: Ancient River Valley: Mesopotamia

Duration: 20-25 days (October – December)

Unit Summary
Ancient river valley civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River {modern Pakistan and northwestern India}, and,
later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable geographic conditions. They created centralized systems
of government and advanced societies.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.2.8. A.2.a Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal
structures.
6.2.8. A.2.b Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.a Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern
Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and
now.
6.2.8. C.2.a Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade,
and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley civilizations.

17

6.2.8. D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley
civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.
6.2.8. D.2.d Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations
over time.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
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contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
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● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and affects
politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push to
develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how their
environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and where
civilizations develop.

● How does the development of technology
affect the development of a society?
● What are the consequences of
technology?
● Why do people migrate?
● How does geography affect people’s lives?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Mesopotamia Travel Brochure: Students will design an
educational brochure about the Fertile Crescent or
Mesopotamia. The brochures front panel shows a highly
detailed and accurate map of the Fertile Crescent or
Mesopotamia with an eye-catching title. The remaining five
panels have art and written descriptions that emphasize the
positive aspects of living in that region. The information shows
a comprehensive understanding of life in that era.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher observations
● Performance assessments
● Exit slips/ Slate Assessments
● Daily class work
● Project based activities
● Open Ended Questions
● Class Discussions
● Reading Responses
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Summative Assessments
● Performance Assessments
● Studies weekly tests

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Civilization, cuneiform,fertile, plain, plateau, irrigation, city-state, region, artisan, ziggurat, society, polytheism, scribe,
cuneiform, empire, dynasty, conquest, monotheism, slavery, descendant, sumerian
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● The Fertile Crescent sustained the first known civilization.
● Sumer had a class system in which priests and kings held
power.
● Sargon conquered Sumerian city-states to create an empire.
● Hammurabi’s Code defined laws that united the empire.

Skills: Students will be able to …
●

Identify main ideas and details about the
Standard of Ur.

●

Identify and create a modern “standard.”
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● Assyrians and Persians created and governed vast empires.
● Mesopotamians cultures mad lasting governed vast empires.
● Phoenicians spread Mesopotamian civilizations through
ocean trade.
● The Phoenician alphabet was a significant contribution.
● Hammurabi’s Code defined laws that united the empire.
● Assyrians and Persians created and governed vast empires.
● Mesopotamians cultures mad lasting governed vast empires.
● Phoenicians spread Mesopotamian civilizations through
ocean trade.
● The Phoenician alphabet was a significant contribution.

● Analyze causes and effects of the first
empires.
● Draw conclusions about Hammurabi’s
Code and its impact of modern laws.
● Summarize how Assyrian and Persian
empires were governed.
● Work in teams to plan Babylon’s
restoration.
● Summarize information about the
Phoenicians. Categorize information to
conduct a Phoenician trade exercise.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities:

Resources

Students can create their own Ziggurat out of clay to better
understand the structures that the ancient Mesopotamian people
built.

Clay, sponge, utensils to shape clay

Hammurabi’s Code Court Cases-Readers Theater-Groups of
Students will act out various court cases and the jury (the
class) will determine the outcome based on Hammurabi’s code
of laws.

Laws from Hammurabi’s code
Readers Theater

E-How Instructions:
http://www.ehow.com/how_10003109_make-popup-ziggurat-temple.html
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Epic of Gilgamesh Comic Book – students tell the story in
comic book form including comic-style drawings, dialogue,
and/or captions.

Paper for comic book, draw and coloring supplies,
information about the Epic of Gilgamesh

Hall of Fame Mesopotamia – biographical descriptions of important
Mesopotamians (Sargon, Hammurabi, Moses, Nebuchadnezzar,
etc…). Maybe have the class or groups rank them based on
importance and have a debate on who should be in and who should
be out.

Information about important Mesopotamian
people

Visual Almanac of Mesopotamian Achievements – Students
draw pictures and write brief informational captions about
some of the many achievements/inventions of the
Mesopotamians.

Information about Mesopotamia (textbook,
internet), drawing supplies, paper

In cooperation with the art teacher the students will be able to
write their names in Cuneiform.

Cuneiform website

Suggested Literature
Gilgamesh the King By: Ludmila Zeman
The Revenge of Ishtar By: Ludmila Seman
The Last Quest of Gilgamesh By: Ludmila Zeman
Lugalbanda By: Kathy Henderson
DK Eyewitness Mesopotamia By: Philip Steele
The Golden Bull By: Marjorie Cowley
Ancient Mesopotamia: Sumerians, Babylonians, Assyrians By: Virginia Schomp
Gilgamesh the Hero By: Geraldine McCaughrean
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Suggested Websites
Mesopotamia Project

http://www.projecthistoryteacher.com/2006/10/tea
ching-ancient-mesopotamia-project.html

Ancient Mesopotamia Information
Ancient Mesopotamia Student Activities
Discovery Education Media

http://www.ancientmesopotamians.com/websiteson-mesopotamia.html
http://mesopotamia.mrdonn.org/
www.discoverykids.com

Social Studies for Kids

http://socialstudiesforkids.com

Social Studies Central

http://www.socialstudiescentral.com

Internet4classrooms

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/social.com

Related Primary Source Documents from the National Archives
Compiled by the National Archives at New York City

http://www.archives.gov/northeast/nyc.com

Mesopotamia:From Nomads to Farmers

http://www.mesopotamia:from nomads to farmers

Brain Pop

http://www.brainpop.com

Promethean Planet

http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/

Project suggestions, multiple intelligences

http://www.projecthistoryteacher.com/2006/10/tea
ching-ancient-mesopotamia-project.html

CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/mesopotamia
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Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions

25

● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
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X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

Insuring and Protecting

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.
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9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.
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Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 3: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral
Peoples: Egypt

Duration: 20-25 days (January – February)

Unit Summary
Ancient river valley civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River {modern Pakistan and northwestern India}, and,
later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable geographic conditions. They created centralized systems
of government and advanced societies.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.2.8. A.2.a Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal
structures.
6.2.8. A.2.b Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.a Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations.
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6.2.8. B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern
Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and
now.
6.2.8. C.2.a Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade,
and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley
civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.
6.2.8. D.2.d Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations
over time.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
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RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
1.1.8. C.1 Analyze the structural components of plays and performances from a variety of Western and non-Western
theatrical traditions and from different historical eras.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
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8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and affects
politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push to
develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how their
environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and where
civilizations develop.

Students will be able to...
● What are the consequences of technology?
● How are religion and culture connected?
● How much does geography affect people's’
lives?
● What are the consequences of trade?
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● Trade has positive and negative consequences which may
include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.
Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Ancient Egypt Newspaper - Using Google Docs or Google Slides,
students will create an "Ancient Egyptian" newspaper. The
newspaper will demonstrate knowledge of Ancient Egyptian culture
(geography, society, communication, religion, economics,
pyramids). The students will include several different components
of a newspaper (i.e. articles, weather, finance, editorials, comics).

Formative Assessments
● Teacher observations
● Performance assessments
● Exit slips/ google classroom
● Daily class work
● Pre-assessments
● Class discussions and participation
● Open-Ended Questions

Ancient Egypt Evidence Based Essay- The students write a
paragraph to support three of these statements. Use sources to
support your answers. Include at least three reasons in each
paragraph.
1.The Ancient Egyptians were the first true engineers.
2. Preparing an Egyptian pharaoh for the afterlife was a long and
complex process.
3. Ancient Egyptian economy depended on the Nile River.

Summative Assessments
● Studies weekly assessment
● Quizzes
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment

4. Ancient Egyptians made great discoveries in math and science.
Alternative Assessments
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5. King Tut’s tomb provided archeologists with an insight into
Ancient Egypt.

● Group Work
● Teacher Observation

6. The Ancient Egyptian Empire became the most powerful
civilization of its time.

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
Delta, silt, papyrus, cataract, unify, pharaoh, hieroglyphics, pyramid, mummy, economy, sphinx, limestone,
polytheism,canopic jar, rosetta stone
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
●
●
●
●

How Egypt’s geography shaped its geography.
Dynasties of pharaohs ruled Egypt.
That Egyptians worshipped many gods.
That Egyptians developed one of the world’s first systems of
writing.
● Egyptian accomplishments in math, science, art,
architecture, and literature.
● Trade led to diffusion between Egypt and its neighbors.
● How the cultures of Egypt and Nubia were linked and yet
distinct.

Skills: Students will be able to …
●

Compare the viewpoints to understand the
lives of ordinary Egyptians.

● Summarize ancient Egypt’s main
accomplishments.
● Develop cultural awareness about the role
of mathematics in building the pyramids.
● Analyze cause and effect as it affected
relations between Egypt and Nubia.
● Solve problems that might have affected
relations between Egypt and Nubia.
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Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will write their names in hieroglyphics.

Arts and crafts materials
http://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-arehieroglyphs

Students will participate in the “Welcome to Pyramid Building”
webquest.

http://createwebquest.com/node/35638

Students will research a great Pharaoh and write about their
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancienty_egyptia
positive contributions, famous buildings they built, and where they
n_pharaohs.php
were buried.
Students will discover how Egyptians were mummified and become http://ancientegypt.co.uk/mummies/hom.html
an embalmer.
http://childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interact
ives/history/egypt/makeamummy/
Students will take a virtual tour of the Great pyramid at Giza.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/exploreancient-egypt.html

Students will create a canopic jar.

Internet access to research pictures, information
about canopic jars (textbook, internet access)
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Students will find out the effects of “natron” on the human body and
why the Egyptians thought it was so important to be mummified
this way.

A Mummified Potato

Students will gather evidence about the mysterious deaths in
ancient Eygpt while playing a game and then decide on a theory
concerning these deaths.

Mysteries in History

Students will participate in a reader’s theater play about Ancient
Egypt. The plays represent several of the roles in Ancient
Egyptian society. Students will analyze the structural components
of the play, practice, and then perform the play.

Ancient Egypt Reader’s Theater Scripts found at:
http://mickiwiki.pbworks.com/f/ancient+EGYPT+T
CR.pdf

Possible Ancient Egypt Scripts:
● Saba the Farmer
● Misa the Merchant
● Building the Pyramids
● Shunat the Scribe Student
● Anen the Artist
● Pentah the Priest
● Beshut the Burial Priest
● Shaan the Nobleman’s Wife
Suggested Literature
The Egyptian Cinderella By: Shirley Climo
Sons of the Sphinx By: Cherly Carpinello
Egyptology By: Emily Sands
Mummies in the Morning (Magic Tree House) By: Mary Pope Osborne
Egypt: In Spectacular Cross-section By: Stephen Biesty
Ms. Frizzle’s Adventures: Ancient Egypt By: Joanna Cole
Ancient Egypt By: George Hart
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Mummy By: James Putnam
Ancient Egyptians By: Philip Steele
Mummie, Pyramids, and Pharaohs: A Book About Ancient Egypt By: Gail Gibbons
National Geographic Kids -Everything Ancient Egypt
The Egyptian Echo
Who was King Tut:Roberta Edwards

Suggested Websites
Brain Pop
Neo K-12
University of Chicago
Ancient Egypt ThinkQuest - Facts, activities, resources, crafts, and
recipes
Odyssey Online from Michael C. Carlos Museum of Emory
University - graphics and info
Ancient Egypt from the British Museum in the UK
Color Tour of Egypt from University of Memphis
Exploring Ancient Cultures- Egypt from Indiana site
Daily Life in Ancient Egypt from Mr. Donn's site
Mr. Dowling's Electronic Passport - Ancient Egypt
Ancient Egypt
History for Kids - ancient Egypt
Egyptian Mythology
Egyptian Mythology
Egyptian Mummies
More Mummies Information from Neferchichi.com

www.brainpop.com Videos: Cleopatra, Egyptian
Pharaohs, Mummies
http:/www.neo.k12
http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/ED/TRC/EGYPT/eg
ypthome.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210200/ancient_e
gypt/egypt.htm
http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/homep
g.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.memphis.edu/egypt/egypt.html
http://eawc.evansville.edu/egpage.htm
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/index.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/604egypt.html
http://www1.kent.k12.wa.us/staff/DarleneBishop/e
gypt/egypt.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/egypt/
http://www.touregypt.net/gods1.htm
http://www.akhet.co.uk/mythhome.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/#m
ummification
http://www.neferchichi.com/mummies.html
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New York Times Daily Lesson Plan 'Mummy Dearest'
ONLY FOR THE BRAVE - Make a chicken (or Cornish game hen)
mummy
Egyptian Mummies from the Smithsonian
Mummy-Maker Game
Egyptian Art Lessons Egypt: Daily Life
NOVA Online : The Pyramids
Ancient Egypt Webquests and Activities

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/08/24/mum
my-dearest/
http://www.mummytombs.com/main.mummymakin
g.htm
http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/nmnh/mummie
s.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/lau
nch_gms_mummy_maker.shtml
http://www.artyfactory.com/egyptian_art/egyptian_
art_lessons.htm
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.ht
ml
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid
http://education.iupui.edu/webquests/egypt/aegypt
.htm
http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/activities.htm

Mysteries of Egypt
King Tutankhamun - Was It Murder? Webquest
Egyptian Math pages - lots of activities and history, too

Guardian's Ancient Egypt Kid Connection - activities, masks,
games
Discovery Education
Video: Mummies

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/web
quests/Egypt/index.htm
http://www.civilization.ca/civil/egypt/egypt_e.html
http://questgarden.com/00/85/9/051004163536/pr
ocess.htm
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/math.html
http://www.math.wichita.edu/history/topics/numsys.html#egypt
http://www.storyofmathematics.com/egyptian.html
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/numbers.htm
http://www.guardians.net/egypt/kids/index.htm
http://www.discoveryeducation.com
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Segment: Making Mummies
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-egypt
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
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● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 4 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
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X all that apply
21st Century Themes

9.1

X

Career Ready Practices
√

Personal Financial Literacy

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Income and Careers

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.
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9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

Unit 4: Holocaust and Genocide

Duration: 20-25 days

NJ Student Learning Standards
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6.1.12. A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human rights that occurred
during the Holocaust and other genocides.
6.1.12. D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during the
Holocaust.
6.1.12. D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of international organizations (i.e., the
United Nations) to protect human rights, and describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.
6.2.12. A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of Armenians, Roma (gypsies), and
Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of Ukrainians and Chinese.
6.2.12. A.4.d Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and genocide.
6.2.12. D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, bystanders, and rescuers during events of
persecution or genocide, and describe the long-term consequences of genocide for all involved.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
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text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
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CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● Listening, speaking, reading and writing about the Holocaust
and World War II require specific academic language.
● The Holocaust began before World War II, with events of
causation tracing back to the fallout of World War I.
● The Holocaust, and the laws and policies connected to it,
have shaped the decision- making of individuals, cultural
groups, and nations, in a way that determined national
boundaries, a foundation for basic civil and human rights, and
principles of fairness in government.

● How does discrimination lead to a
genocide?
● Why did World War II and the Holocaust
occur?
● How did the Holocaust and genocide affect
our modern society?
● How did the living conditions affect the
people held in concentration camps?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Students will create a slideshow in google slides based on
information learned from the book Number the Stars.

Formative Assessments
●
●
●
●

Class Participation
Notes/Outlines
Discussions
Writing/quizzes/tests (emphasizing written
communication skills)
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Summative Assessments
● Class Projects
● Performance Tasks
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes
● Social Studies related readworks Leveled
Articles
Vocabulary
Holocaust, concentration camp, dehumanization, discrimination, Judaism/Jewish religion, Nazi, Adolf Hitler, racism,
survivor, victim, World War II, prejudice
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● The spoken language and vocabulary used to describe,
discuss, and write about the Holocaust and World War II.
● The important events before, during, and after the Holocaust.

Skills: Students will be able to …
● Sequence historical events leading up to
WWII with the support of a timeline.
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● What a genocide is and how it violates human rights.
● The people involved in the Holocaust and their roles in the
events that occurred during World War II.
● Who was impacted by the events of the Holocaust and World
War II.
● About personal experiences from those who were involved in
the Holocaust and how these experiences impacted their
lives.

● Retell and relate information pertaining to
the Holocaust with the support of historical
documents and other related resources.
● Identify and discuss factors pertaining to
cause and effect and the events of the
Holocaust and World War II.
● Analyze primary historical documents
related to World War II, in order to
understand controversial issues related to
World War II, with support of graphic
organizers.
● Summarize the key persuasive points of a
primary historical document (letters)
related to World War II, with the support of
a graphic organizer, peers/group, and key
terms.
● Compare and contrast the varying
perspectives of people involved in the
Holocaust (victims, survivors, bystanders,
rescuers, and perpetrators).
● Analyze the responses of the United
States and other countries to violations of
human rights that occurred during the
Holocaust and other genocides.
● Explain how genocide and the Holocaust
led to more human rights.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will participate in the “Voices - "The Hidden Children" and
the Holocaust WebQuest” to further engage in the topics of this unit.

http://zunal.com/webquest.php?w=93215
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Students will respond to Holocaust articles from the New York
Times cover articles over the years. Students will research the
information from the articles to analyze the articles that were
featured. Students should consider questions, such as: How much
information was the American public getting?

https://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/activity/68plan/headli
ne.htm (activity description and procedures)
Page One: The Front Page History of World War
II by the New York Times. Budget Book Services,
1996.

Pick one event such as Kristallnacht, the Berlin Olympics, or the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. Research how that event was reported in
the American press. Did the Nazis engineer world opinion? Allow
students to discover for themselves and then ask critical questions
about the newspaper coverage of the Holocaust. Did the stories
appear on the front page or were they buried on subsequent pages?
Where on the page where the articles placed? What size were the
headlines of these articles? Why were those editorial decisions
made?
Have students bring in articles from the daily newspaper that relate
to Holocaust themes such as prejudice, hatred, anti-semitism as
well as heroism, resistance, rescue, etc. Are there noticeable
trends? How are difficult subjects treated? Find an article that
annoys or inspires you.
Have students respond in a letter to the editor about a particular
article they feel strongly about.
Students will use what they have learned about the events that
occurred before, during, and after the Holocaust to create a timeline.
Students can use the resource websites to help them. The timeline
should include pictures, maps, and important information about the
Holocaust.
Holocaust Argumentative Essay - The Holocaust task asks students
to analyze information from multiple texts and video. Students will
write informational texts to demonstrate their ability to determine the
central idea of text and analyze its development through the course

http://www.annefrank.org/en/Subsites/Timeline/#!/
en/Subsites/Timeline/
https://www.ushmm.org
● Kurt Messerschimidt’s visual testimony
video clip taken from Echoes and
Reflections; A Multimedia Curriculum on
the Holocaust. To access:
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of multiple texts. Students will write an argument essay
demonstrating their ability to cite relevant evidence to support a
position.

1. Go to the iWitness link below
2. Click on "Studying the Holocaust."
3. Click on the picture of Kurt
Messerschmidt
http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/echoes/EnRResource
Guide.aspx
● Transcript of Kurt Messerschimidt’s visual
testimony
● Franz Paul Stangl’s biography from the
Holocaust Research Project:
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/ar
/stangl.html
● Interview #1 from Into That Darkness by
Gitta Sereny
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/
biography/Stangl.html
The DVD of Daniel’s Story, posters from Yad
Vashem or photographs from the Internet

After viewing the video, students can complete a few different
activities:
● Imagine that soldiers came to your home in the middle of the
night and said that you had only an hour to gather all of your
belongings. Write about what five items you would take and
why you would take those items.
● Students will pretend that they are Daniel. Students will write
a letter to the outside world about the experiences in his life
and his feelings.
Suggested Literature

The Diary of Anne Frank By: Anne Frank
Number the Stars By: Lois Lowry
Remember Not to Forget: A Memory of the Holocaust By: Norman H. Finkelstein
The Butterfly By: Patricia Polacco
The Girl Who Survived: A True Story of the Holocaust By: Bronia Brandman and Carol Bierman
The Story of the Holocaust By: Clive A. Lawton
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Who Was Anne Frank? By: Ann Abramson
Anne Frank: Life in Hiding By: Johanna Hurwitz
Destined to Live: A True Story of a Child in the Holocaust By: Ruth Gruener
Elly: My True Story of the Holocaust By: Elly Berkovits Gross
Hana's Suitcase: A True Story By: Karen Levine
Jacob's Rescue: A Holocaust Story By: Malka Drucker
Suggested Websites
Brain Pop: Holocaust

http://www.brainpop.com

The Holocaust: A Learning Site for Students

https://www.ushmm.org/learn/students/theholocaust-a-learning-site-for-students

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

https://www.ushmm.org

Ducksters

http://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_ii/hol
ocaust.php

Holocaust Remembrance Day Exploration (pictures, videos, text)

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/btt/holo
caust/

Teaching the Holocaust: Lesson Plan Ideas

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson1
87.shtml

Kids Konnect: Holocaust Facts and Worksheets

https://kidskonnect.com/history/holocaust/

Children of the Holocaust

http://thechildrenoftheholocaust.com/holocaustfacts/

The Holocaust, hosted by the Jewish Virtual Library

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/holo.ht
ml
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/curricu
lum/

Curriculum Resources, hosted by NJDOE Commission on
Holocaust Education
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Miracle at Midnight
Timeline spanning from World War I through World War II, hosted
by PBS
Modifications

movie
http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/timeline/index.html

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Show examples of finished products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
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Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
Unit 5 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
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X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

Planning, Saving, and Investing

√

√

Civic Financial Responsibility

Insuring and Protecting

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.
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9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
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Unit 5: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral
Peoples: China

Duration: 20-25 days (March – April)

Unit Summary
Ancient river valley civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River {modern Pakistan and northwestern India}, and,
later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable geographic conditions. They created centralized systems
of government and advanced societies.
NJ Student Learning Standards

6.2.8. A.2.a Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal
structures.
6.2.8. A.2.b Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.a Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern
Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and
now.
6.2.8. C.2.a Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade,
and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley
civilizations.
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6.2.8. D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.
6.2.8. D.2.d Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations
over time.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
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develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and
affects politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push
to develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.

● What are the consequences of technology?
● How are religion and culture connected?
● How much does geography affect people's’
lives?
● What are the consequences of trade?

57

● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and
intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how
their environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and
where civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which
may include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.
Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.
Select an ancient civilization to study, analyzing the ways in
which technology shaped and advanced each aspect of that
civilization. After building a background of knowledge, pick
one aspect of civilization for which you determine the
innovations had a significant impact throughout that society,
and predict what the next levels of advancement in that area
could be today. You may present your ideas through a
website, multimedia presentation, oral presentation, or written
report. The advancements you identify will have an impact on
the world, and on every global citizen.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observations
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips/Slate Assessments
● Daily Class work
● Pre-Assessments
● Project based activities
● Class discussions/participation
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
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● National/State/District Wide Assessments
● Performance Tasks
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
loess, terrace, levee, double cropping, pictograph, oracle bone, province, ancestor, civil service, middleman, nobility
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● How geographic features isolated China from other
civilizations.
● That the Chinese civilizations arose along the Huang
River.
● Achievements of the Shang dynasty. Characteristics of
ancestor worship.
● Goals and beliefs of Confucianism and Daoism.
● How the Qin became the first dynasty to unify China.

Skills: Students will be able to …
●

Describe the physical features of China.

● Summarize the rise of the Shang.
● Identify the main ideas and details of Zhou rule.
● Identify how the Zhou used the mandate of
Heaven to gain control of China.
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● Characteristics of a Legalistic form of government.
● Han emperors created one of the most successful
Chinese dynasties.
● Confucianism, the Silk Road, and the civil service
enhanced the Han dynasty.
● Han society was based on Confucian teachings.
● China expanded and prospered under the Han dynasty.

● Compare and contrast spiritual traditions,
Confucianism, and Daoism.
● Analyze the philosophies of Confucius and
Laozi.
● Understand why Shi Huang Di was able to gain
and hold power as the First Emperor.
● Ask and answer questions about Qin.
● Contrast the Han’s strengths with the Qin’s
weaknesses. Identify reasons why the Han
dynasty was successful. Summarize Han society
and achievements.
● Prioritize the effect of Han inventions of ancient
China.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will write questions they would ask Qin in an
Students created interview questions for Qin,
interview about his life. Students will trade their questions with background knowledge and information about Qin
a peer and answer their peer’s questions how they believe
that Qin would answer them.
Brainstorm questions students may have about ancient China.
Allow students to explore questions they may have about
ancient China from Ask Mr. Donn (geography, government,
religion, daily life, inventions, science, the Silk Road, arts, and
architecture).

http://www.ask.mrdonn.org/china/index.html
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Create a venn diagram to compare and contrast Confucius
and Laozi philosophies or the Confucianism and Daoism
spiritual beliefs. Students can use interactive, online graphic
organizer to sort ideas.
Create a Google Slides presentation describing the main idea
and details of Zhou rule and how they used the mandate of
Heaven to gain control of China
Students can create, write, direct, and produce a three minute
movie trailer about one topic they studied in Ancient China

Venn diagram
(https://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm or use
MyVocab through Schoolwide if Confucius and Laozi
are vocabulary words on your list)
Google Slides, information and background about the
Zhou rule
Camera to record the video, access to a computer for
editing

Literature
Ancient China By: Mel Friedman
Ancient China: An Interactive History Adventure By: Terry Collins
Ancient China By: DK and Arthur Cotterell
The Story of Ancient China By: Suzanne Art
Ancient China By: Ann Tatlock
Ancient Civilization: China By: Valerie Bodden
Websites
Discovery Education
Video: Destiny Determined: Power and Ritual in Asia:
Segment: Behind the Great Wall
Video: Journals Through History: Ancient China:
Contributions to the World
Segments: The Secrets of Silk
Gun Powder
Innovations and Inventions Paper
Video: Spaced Out
Segment: Is the Great Wall of China Visible from
Space?
Video: Eureka!: China: Fun and Firecrackers: Eat, Play,
Boys, Girls Segment: The Red Envelope

http://www.discoveryeducation.com
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World History - China

Ancient China

http://web.archive.org/web/20040814144858/http://www
.lksd.org/kongiganak/kongiganak/ContinuousEdCarnagi
e/Carnagie/WorldHistory/WldHistoryCh2/WldHistoryCh
2China.htm
http://eawc.evansville.edu/chpage.htm
http://china.mrdonn.org/index.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/613chinesehistory.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/greatwall/
Walllinks.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/

Ancient China PowerPoint Slides

http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/china.htm
http://ancienthistory.pppst.com/china.html

Exploring Ancient World Cultures from Evansville, Indiana
Daily Life in Ancient China from Mr. Donn
Mr. Dowling's Electronic Passport
Web Links on China and the Great Wall

Chinese Accomplishments

CMS Curriculum Companion

http://education2.uvic.ca/Faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/CHI
NA-PAGE.html
http://www.kidsdiscover.com/ancient-china-for-kids
www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-china
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
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● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Preteach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
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● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Unit 6 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

Income and Careers

X

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
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8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 6: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral
Peoples: India

Duration: 20-25 days (May – June)

Unit Summary
Ancient river valley civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River {modern Pakistan and northwestern India}, and,
later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable geographic conditions. They created centralized systems
of government and advanced societies.
NJ Student Learning Standards

6.2.8. A.2.a Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal
structures.
6.2.8. A.2.b Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.a Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern
Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and
now.
6.2.8. C.2.a Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade,
and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley civilizations.
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6.2.8. D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley
civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.
6.2.8. D.2.d Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations
over time.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
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RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and
affects politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push
to develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and
intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how
their environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and
where civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which
may include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.

●
●
●
●

What are the consequences of technology?
How are religion and culture connected?
How much does geography affect people's lives?
What are the consequences of trade?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments
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Ancient India Children’s Book - You have been chosen to
create the next great children’s book. The purpose of this
book is to inform the children of American about ancient
cultures of their world. The first new book in this series will be
about the nation of ancient India and its history and culture.
Your job is to produce a colorful, interesting, and factual
children’s ABC book using Google Slides using Indian terms
and pictures that will help kids to better understand the nation
of ancient India. Use the vocabulary words from your unit and
the many ideas you have learned to create this informative
book. Focus your book on the five topics you feel are most
important from this unit.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observations
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips/Slate Assessments
● Daily Class work
● Pre-Assessments
● Project based activities
● Class discussions and participation
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● National/State/District Wide Assessments
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
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Subcontinent, monsoon season, subsistence farming, brahmin, sudra, reincarnation, caste, meditation, enlightenment
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….

Skills: Students will be able to …

● Geography of the Indian subcontinent. How Indus
Valley civilization was organized. Mysteries remain
about ancient India. Theories about the origins of the
Indo
● Information the Vedas provide about Aryan life. Groups
that evolved into a caste system.
● How Hinduism evolved from Vedic beliefs and
practices.
● Hindu teaching about life after death.
● How Hinduism spread throughout India.
● Buddha’s search for truth led to spiritual enlightenment.
● Teachings of the Buddha.
● Two forms of Buddhism emerged.
● Chandragupta used strategy to unite India.
● Chandragupta created a bureaucracy, tax system, and
spy network.
● Asoka improved the lives of his subjects.
● The Gupta dynasty created the second Indian empire.
● India made advances in the arts, sciences, and
mathematics under the Gupta.

● Identify physical features of South Asia.
● Draw inferences about Indus Valley civilization.
Compare theories about the Aryans.
● Describe the Vedas and caste system.
● Sequence the development of Hinduism.
Comprehend Hindu beliefs.
● Compare and contrast Buddhism with Hinduism.
Synthesize knowledge of Buddhism.
● Determine Chandragupta’s rise to power.
● Evaluate the reigns of Chandragupta and Asoka
by asking questions.
● Summarize achievements of the Gupta dynasty.
● Create a booklet highlighting India’s advances in
learning.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources
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Create a booklet or brochure describing India’s advances in
learning.

Paper for booklet or brochure, drawing and decorating
supplies

Create a venn diagram to compare and contrast Buddhism
and Hinduism beliefs. Students can use interactive, online
graphic organizer to sort ideas.
Create a biography poster presentation about Chandragupta
and his important in ancient India
Create a Google Slides presentation about the Gupta dynasty
achievements

Venn diagram
(https://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm or use
MyVocab through Schoolwide if Buddhism and
Hinduism are vocabulary words on your list)
Information about Chandragupta, poster paper, writing
utensils
Google Slides, information about the achievements of
the Gupta dynasty

Have a class debate about the reigns of Chandragupta and
Asoka by asking questions and evaluating their importance

Background knowledge about the reigns of
Chandragupta and Asoka

Literature
Hands-On History! Ancient India By: Daud Ali
Ancient India (The Ancient World) By: Allison Lassieur
Elephant’s Friend and Other Tales from Ancient India By: Marcia Williams
Taj Mahal By: Raz-Kids
Websites
BBC
The British Museum
Time for Kids
KidsPast
Kids Konnect

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/indus_vall
ey/
http://www.ancientindia.co.uk/
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/main/
0,28375,610558,00.html
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0102civilizations-of-india.php
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/26countriesplaces/313-india.html
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History for Kids

http://historyforkids.org/learn/india/

Mr. Donn

http://india.mrdonn.org/

Snaith Primary

http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/india.htm

Discovery Education:
Video: World’s Best: Magnificent Beasts
Segment: Indian Subcontinent
Video: Mystic Lands: Taj Mahal: Heaven on Earth
Segment: Welcome to the Taj Mahal
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.discoveryeducation.com

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-india
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Use visual aids and gestures
Outlining or providing notes for the student
Associating new vocabulary with pictures
Modeling and Think Alouds
Show examples of finish products
Shared writing opportunities
Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Partner activities or peer tutoring
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
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●
●
●
●
●

Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Provide extra time
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Outline/Notes
● Frequently monitor understanding
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 7
Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
BOE Approved

Philosophy
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
Pacing Guide
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Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1-The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and Neolithic Age

Unit 2 - Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples:
Ancient River Valley Civilizations
Unit 3 - Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India and
China
Unit 4 –Expanding Exchanges and Encounters
Core Materials:
Scholastic Studies Weekly

Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
21st Century Themes

Career Ready Practices
√

2

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

9.2

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.
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CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Awareness

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
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Unit 1: The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and
Neolithic Age

Duration:

Unit Summary
Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical environments using resources, the natural world, and technological
advancements. The agricultural revolution led to an increase in population, specialization of labor, new forms of social
organization, and the beginning of societies. Archaeology provides historical and scientific explanations for how ancient
people lived.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.2.8. A.1.a Compare and contrast the social organization of early hunters/gatherers and those who lived in early
agrarian societies.
6.2.8. B.1.a Explain the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers who moved from Africa to Eurasia, Australia,
and the Americas, and describe the impact of migration on their lives and on the shaping of societies.
6.2.8.B.1.b Compare and contrast how nomadic and agrarian societies used land and natural resources.
6.2.8. C.1.a Relate the agricultural revolution (including the impact of food surplus from farming) to population growth and
the subsequent development of civilizations.
6.2.8. C.1.b Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies.
6.2.8. D.1.a Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of relative length of
time.
6.2.8. D.1.b Relate the development of language and forms of writing to the expression of ideas, creation of cultural
identity, and development of more complex social structures.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
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6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
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same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Students will understand that…
● Understand that technological advancements impact all
aspects of the development of a society.
● Throughout history humans have developed technology
and skills to help them survive.
● People may move as individuals or as a group and
absorb or pass on ideas.
● Slaves are usually moved against their will.
● People move for economic, political, or religious

Essential Questions
● How does the development of technology affect
the development of a society?
● What are the consequences of technology?
● Why do people migrate?
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reasons.

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Mysteries in History: The Secret of the Iceman’s Death
● Identify and use processes important to reconstructing
and reinterpreting the the past, such as using a variety
of sources, providing validating, and weighing evidence
for claims, checking credibility of sources, and searching
for causality.
● Students will examine the body of the iceman, weigh
various theories about his death, and then and then
make a decision on how he died
Day #1-Attention Grabber and Discussion Questions
Discussion Questions:
●
●
●
●
●

Who do you think this person was?
Why was he in the mountains?
When did this person die?
How did he die?
Does anything at this scene seem suspicious?

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Open Ended Questions
● Class Discussion
● Graphic Organizers
● Readworks/Reading Responses
● Exit Slips
● Kinesthetic Assessments
● Google Classroom

Summative Assessments
● Studies Weekly Test
● Performance Assessments

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
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Pictures at the scene-based on this information, when did this
man live?

Day #2-Items at the Scene and Death Theory #1
(Hypothermia): Students read theory and, using ideas from this
theory, write a scenario of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.

●
●
●
●
●

Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
Teacher Observations
Questions Starters
Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
Social Studies notebook

Day #3-Death Theory #2 (Robbery) and #3 (Assassination):
Students read theory and, using ideas from these theories,
write a scenarios of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.

Day #4-Death Theory #4 (Ritual Sacrifice) and #5 (Died in
Battle): Students read theory and, using ideas from these
theories, write a scenarios of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.

Day #5-Read “Background Information”. Sketching Otzi:
students draw a picture of what they think Otzi looked like, with
his tools and clothing. The Iceman’s Death Certificate: Using
information from notes and graphic organizer, students make
decision about how Otzi died and complete information on the

9

death certificate page.

Day #6-Present findings to class.
Vocabulary
Prehistory, archaeology, archaeologist, migrate, glacier, artifact, technology, domesticate, harvest, excavation site,
agriculture, surplus, nomad, social division, climate, culture, anthropology, landform, geography, diverse,custom, culture
contact, global interdependence, time-line, anthropologist, sociologist, political scientist, historian
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● The social organization of early hunters/gatherers and

those who lived in early agrarian societies
● Aspects of the Paleolithic Age
● Aspects of the Neolithic Age
● The impact of migration on lives of the migratory
hunters/gathers and on the shaping of societies
● How nomadic and agrarian societies used land and natural
resources
● The impact of technological advancements on
hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies
● How archaeological discoveries such as cave paintings
are used to develop and enhance understanding of life
prior to written records
● The difference of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural

● Compare and contrast the social organization of
early hunters/gatherers and those who lived in
early agrarian societies
● Compare and contrast how nomadic
and agrarian societies used land and
natural resources.
● Explain the impact of technological
advancements on hunter/gatherer and
agrarian societies.
● Relate the agricultural revolution to
population growth and the subsequent
development of civilizations.
● Explain how archaeological discoveries such
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periods
● The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and
Neolithic Ages Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical
environments using resources, the natural world, and
●
technological advancements.
● The agricultural revolution led to an increase in
population, specialization of labor, new forms of social
organization, and the beginning of societies.
● Archaeology provides historical and scientific
explanations for how ancient people lived.
Instructional Plan

as cave paintings are used to develop and
enhance understanding of life prior to written
records.
Demonstrate an understanding of preagricultural and post-agricultural periods

Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will actively engaged in a Catal Hoyuk Web Lesson

http://www.smm.org/catal/

Students will complete Cave Art in Lascaux webquest and tour
the caves virtually
Make cave art depicting student’s signature (hand),technology
(fire), food (animals), people hunting, stars, sun and moon, bow
and arrows
Discovery Education Media
Video: World History: Pre-History
Segments: The Iceman Discovered; The Earliest
Human Migration
Early People: Students will evaluate the survival benefits and
drawbacks of various human tools. Students will also recognize
the importance of tools to early human survival.

http://www.classzone.com/webquest/u1/worksheet_las
caux.cfm
Use paper bags and chalk

http://www.discoveryeducation.com

List of early tools

Divide class into groups of 4-6 and assign each group as either
warm weather or cold weather environment. Present a list of
various early tools (fishing hook and string, spear, animal skins,
grinding rock, fur clothing, etc.) to each group. Group members
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should select tools appropriate for their environment. Ask
students to write about the usefulness of their chosen items
and how they plan to use them effectively. Give students the
opportunity to trade for items that they think would be more
beneficial. Students can present their results to the class and
compare the items they selected with groups of a similar
environment.
Suggested Literature
Evolution By: DK and Dr. Alice Roberts
Earth Children (series) By: Jean M. Auel
First Americans (series) By: Michael and Kathleen O’Neal Gear
First Americans (series) By: William Sarabande
Early Humans By: DK Publishing
The Iceman: McGraw Hill
Suggested Websites
Kid Past
Discovery Channel

http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0001prehistoric-humans.php
http://dsc.discovery.com/convergence/landofmammoth
/eyecandy/intro.html
http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/prehistoric-new-york/

The Mammoth Site
NeoK12
National Geographic
Cave Painting
Chauvet Cave

http://dsc.discovery.com/games/iceworld/game/game.
html
http://www.mammothsite.com/
http://neok12.com
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0508/feature2
/index.html
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/prehistoric/cavepainting.htm
http://www.culture.gouv.fr/culture/arcnat/chauvet/en/
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Lascaux Cave
Studies Weekly
PBS
American Museum of Natural History
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.lascaux.culture.fr/#/fr/00.xml
http://www.studiesweekly.com
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/first/radiocarbon.html
http://www.amnh.org/ology/archaeology#
http://www.socialstudiescms.com/humanorigins

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre teach vocabulary and associate with pictures
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
Gifted and Talented
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● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
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8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 2: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral
Peoples: Ancient River Valley Civilizations

Duration:

Unit Summary
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.2.8. A.2.a Explain why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of
government.
6.2.8. A.2.b Explain how codifying laws met the needs of ancient river valley societies.
6.2.8.A.2.c Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of ancient river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.a Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and their modern
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern
Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and
now.
6.2.8. C.2.a Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade,
and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley
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civilizations.
6.2.8. D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.
6.2.8. D.2.d Justify which of the major achievements of the ancient river valley civilizations
represent the most enduring legacies.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
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RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
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● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and affects
politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push to
develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how their
environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and where
civilizations develop.

● How does the development of technology
affect the development of a society?
● What are the consequences of
technology?
● Why do people migrate?
● How does geography affect people’s lives?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Mesopotamia Travel Brochure: Students will design an
educational brochure about the Fertile Crescent or
Mesopotamia. The brochures front panel shows a highly
detailed and accurate map of the Fertile Crescent or
Mesopotamia with an eye-catching title. The remaining five
panels have art and written descriptions that emphasize the
positive aspects of living in that region. The information shows
a comprehensive understanding of life in that era.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher observations
● Performance assessments
● Exit slips/ Slate Assessments
● Daily class work
● Project based activities
● Open Ended Questions
● Class Discussions
● Reading Responses
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Summative Assessments
● Performance Assessments
● Studies weekly tests

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Civilization, cuneiform,fertile, plain, plateau, irrigation, city-state, region, artisan, ziggurat, society, polytheism, scribe,
cuneiform, empire, dynasty, conquest, monotheism, slavery, descendant, sumerian
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● The Fertile Crescent sustained the first known civilization.
● Sumer had a class system in which priests and kings held
power.
● Sargon conquered Sumerian city-states to create an empire.
● Hammurabi’s Code defined laws that united the empire.

Skills: Students will be able to …
●

Identify main ideas and details about the
Standard of Ur.

●

Identify and create a modern “standard.”

● Analyze causes and effects of the first

21

● Assyrians and Persians created and governed vast empires.
● Mesopotamians cultures mad lasting governed vast empires.
● Phoenicians spread Mesopotamian civilizations through
ocean trade.
● The Phoenician alphabet was a significant contribution.
● Hammurabi’s Code defined laws that united the empire.
● Assyrians and Persians created and governed vast empires.
● Mesopotamians cultures mad lasting governed vast empires.
● Phoenicians spread Mesopotamian civilizations through
ocean trade.
● The Phoenician alphabet was a significant contribution.

empires.
● Draw conclusions about Hammurabi’s
Code and its impact of modern laws.
● Summarize how Assyrian and Persian
empires were governed.
● Work in teams to plan Babylon’s
restoration.
● Summarize information about the
Phoenicians. Categorize information to
conduct a Phoenician trade exercise.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities:

Resources

Students can create their own Ziggurat out of clay to better
understand the structures that the ancient Mesopotamian people
built.

Clay, sponge, utensils to shape clay

Hammurabi’s Code Court Cases-Readers Theater-Groups of
Students will act out various court cases and the jury (the
class) will determine the outcome based on Hammurabi’s code
of laws.

Laws from Hammurabi’s code
Readers Theater

Epic of Gilgamesh Comic Book – students tell the story in
comic book form including comic-style drawings, dialogue,
and/or captions.

E-How Instructions:
http://www.ehow.com/how_10003109_make-popup-ziggurat-temple.html

Paper for comic book, draw and coloring supplies,
information about the Epic of Gilgamesh
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Hall of Fame Mesopotamia – biographical descriptions of important
Mesopotamians (Sargon, Hammurabi, Moses, Nebuchadnezzar,
etc…). Maybe have the class or groups rank them based on
importance and have a debate on who should be in and who should
be out.

Information about important Mesopotamian
people

Visual Almanac of Mesopotamian Achievements – Students
draw pictures and write brief informational captions about
some of the many achievements/inventions of the
Mesopotamians.

Information about Mesopotamia (textbook,
internet), drawing supplies, paper

In cooperation with the art teacher the students will be able to
write their names in Cuneiform.

Cuneiform website

Suggested Literature
Gilgamesh the King By: Ludmila Zeman
The Revenge of Ishtar By: Ludmila Seman
The Last Quest of Gilgamesh By: Ludmila Zeman
Lugalbanda By: Kathy Henderson
DK Eyewitness Mesopotamia By: Philip Steele
The Golden Bull By: Marjorie Cowley
Ancient Mesopotamia: Sumerians, Babylonians, Assyrians By: Virginia Schomp
Gilgamesh the Hero By: Geraldine McCaughrean

Suggested Websites
Mesopotamia Project

http://www.projecthistoryteacher.com/2006/10/tea
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ching-ancient-mesopotamia-project.html
Ancient Mesopotamia Information
Ancient Mesopotamia Student Activities
Discovery Education Media

http://www.ancientmesopotamians.com/websiteson-mesopotamia.html
http://mesopotamia.mrdonn.org/
www.discoverykids.com

Social Studies for Kids

http://socialstudiesforkids.com

Social Studies Central

http://www.socialstudiescentral.com

Internet4classrooms

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/social.com

Related Primary Source Documents from the National Archives
Compiled by the National Archives at New York City

http://www.archives.gov/northeast/nyc.com

Mesopotamia:From Nomads to Farmers

http://www.mesopotamia:from nomads to farmers

Brain Pop

http://www.brainpop.com

Promethean Planet

http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/

Project suggestions, multiple intelligences

http://www.projecthistoryteacher.com/2006/10/tea
ching-ancient-mesopotamia-project.html

CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/mesopotamia

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
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accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
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Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
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8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 3: Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World,
India and China

Duration:

Unit Summary
Classical civilizations (i.e., Greece, Rome, India and China) developed and expanded into empires of
unprecedented size and diversity by creating centralized governments and promoting commerce, a common
culture, and social values.
Cultural exchange and diffusion dramatically increased, and enduring world religions emerged, during the era of
classical civilizations.
Classical civilizations declined as a result of internal weaknesses and external invasions, but they left lasting legacies for
future civilizations.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.2.8.A.3.a Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures;
communication and transportation systems) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their
expanding empires.
6.2.8.A.3.b Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the
political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of
free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations.
6.2.8.A.3.c Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the Roman Republic that
later influenced the development of the United States Constitution.
6.2.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the roles and responsibilities of citizens in Athens and Sparta to those of United
States citizens today, and evaluate how citizens perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now.
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6.2.8.A.3.e Compare and contrast the American legal system and the legal systems of classical civilizations, and
determine the extent to which the early systems influenced the current legal system.
6.2.8.B.3.a Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the development of the
political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion.
6.2.8.B.3.b Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the development of Greek citystates and to their demise.
6.2.8.C.3.a Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes through the Mediterranean
Basin, India, and China.
6.2.8.C.3.b Explain how the development of a uniform system of exchange facilitated trade in classical civilizations.
6.2.8.C.3.c Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/manufacturing
output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of
labor.
6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and
equality. Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and equality.
6.2.8.D.3.bRelate the Chinese dynastic system to the longevity of authoritarian rule in China.
6.2.8.D.3.c Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman
Empire, Gupta India, and Han China.
6.2.8.D.3.d Compare the golden ages of Greece, Rome, India, and China, and justify major achievements that represent
world legacies.
6.2.8.D.3.e Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period
(i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and
their responses to the current challenges of globalization.
6.2.8.D.3.f Determine the extent to which religions, mythologies, and other belief systems shaped the values of
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classical societies.
6.3.8. A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a
reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8. A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and
share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).
6.3.8. A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
6.3.8. D.1 Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial
proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
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RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words
to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
1.1.8. C.1 Analyze the structural components of plays and performances from a variety of Western and non-Western
theatrical traditions and from different historical eras.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…

Students will be able to...

● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and affects
politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push to
develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how their
environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and where
civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which may
include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.

● What are the consequences of technology?
● How are religion and culture connected?
● How much does geography affect people's’
lives?
● What are the consequences of trade?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Ancient Egypt Newspaper - Using Google Docs or Google Slides,
students will create an "Ancient Egyptian" newspaper. The
newspaper will demonstrate knowledge of Ancient Egyptian culture
(geography, society, communication, religion, economics,

Formative Assessments
● Teacher observations
● Performance assessments
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●
●
●
●
●

pyramids). The students will include several different components
of a newspaper (i.e. articles, weather, finance, editorials, comics).
Ancient Egypt Evidence Based Essay- The students write a
paragraph to support three of these statements. Use sources to
support your answers. Include at least three reasons in each
paragraph.
1.The Ancient Egyptians were the first true engineers.
2. Preparing an Egyptian pharaoh for the afterlife was a long and
complex process.
3. Ancient Egyptian economy depended on the Nile River.

Summative Assessments
● Studies weekly assessment
● Quizzes
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment

4. Ancient Egyptians made great discoveries in math and science.
5. King Tut’s tomb provided archeologists with an insight into
Ancient Egypt.
6. The Ancient Egyptian Empire became the most powerful
civilization of its time.

Exit slips/ google classroom
Daily class work
Pre-assessments
Class discussions and participation
Open-Ended Questions

Alternative Assessments
● Group Work
● Teacher Observation
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
Delta, silt, papyrus, cataract, unify, pharaoh, hieroglyphics, pyramid, mummy, economy, sphinx, limestone,
polytheism,canopic jar, rosetta stone
Knowledge and Skills
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Content: Students will know….

Skills: Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●

●

How Egypt’s geography shaped its geography.
Dynasties of pharaohs ruled Egypt.
That Egyptians worshipped many gods.
That Egyptians developed one of the world’s first systems of
writing.
● Egyptian accomplishments in math, science, art,
architecture, and literature.
● Trade led to diffusion between Egypt and its neighbors.
● How the cultures of Egypt and Nubia were linked and yet
distinct.

Compare the viewpoints to understand the
lives of ordinary Egyptians.

● Summarize ancient Egypt’s main
accomplishments.
● Develop cultural awareness about the role
of mathematics in building the pyramids.
● Analyze cause and effect as it affected
relations between Egypt and Nubia.
● Solve problems that might have affected
relations between Egypt and Nubia.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will write their names in hieroglyphics.

Arts and crafts materials
http://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-arehieroglyphs

Students will participate in the “Welcome to Pyramid Building”
webquest.

http://createwebquest.com/node/35638
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Students will research a great Pharaoh and write about their
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancienty_egyptia
positive contributions, famous buildings they built, and where they
n_pharaohs.php
were buried.
Students will discover how Egyptians were mummified and become http://ancientegypt.co.uk/mummies/hom.html
an embalmer.
http://childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interact
ives/history/egypt/makeamummy/
Students will take a virtual tour of the Great pyramid at Giza.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/exploreancient-egypt.html

Students will create a canopic jar.

Internet access to research pictures, information
about canopic jars (textbook, internet access)

Students will find out the effects of “natron” on the human body and
why the Egyptians thought it was so important to be mummified
this way.

A Mummified Potato

Students will gather evidence about the mysterious deaths in
ancient Eygpt while playing a game and then decide on a theory
concerning these deaths.

Mysteries in History

Students will participate in a reader’s theater play about Ancient
Egypt. The plays represent several of the roles in Ancient
Egyptian society. Students will analyze the structural components
of the play, practice, and then perform the play.

Ancient Egypt Reader’s Theater Scripts found at:
http://mickiwiki.pbworks.com/f/ancient+EGYPT+T
CR.pdf

Possible Ancient Egypt Scripts:
● Saba the Farmer
● Misa the Merchant
● Building the Pyramids

36

●
●
●
●
●

Shunat the Scribe Student
Anen the Artist
Pentah the Priest
Beshut the Burial Priest
Shaan the Nobleman’s Wife
Suggested Literature

The Egyptian Cinderella By: Shirley Climo
Sons of the Sphinx By: Cherly Carpinello
Egyptology By: Emily Sands
Mummies in the Morning (Magic Tree House) By: Mary Pope Osborne
Egypt: In Spectacular Cross-section By: Stephen Biesty
Ms. Frizzle’s Adventures: Ancient Egypt By: Joanna Cole
Ancient Egypt By: George Hart
Mummy By: James Putnam
Ancient Egyptians By: Philip Steele
Mummie, Pyramids, and Pharaohs: A Book About Ancient Egypt By: Gail Gibbons
National Geographic Kids -Everything Ancient Egypt
The Egyptian Echo
Who was King Tut:Roberta Edwards

Suggested Websites
Brain Pop
Neo K-12
University of Chicago
Ancient Egypt ThinkQuest - Facts, activities, resources, crafts, and
recipes
Odyssey Online from Michael C. Carlos Museum of Emory

www.brainpop.com Videos: Cleopatra, Egyptian
Pharaohs, Mummies
http:/www.neo.k12
http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/ED/TRC/EGYPT/eg
ypthome.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210200/ancient_e
gypt/egypt.htm
http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/homep
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University - graphics and info
Ancient Egypt from the British Museum in the UK
Color Tour of Egypt from University of Memphis
Exploring Ancient Cultures- Egypt from Indiana site
Daily Life in Ancient Egypt from Mr. Donn's site
Mr. Dowling's Electronic Passport - Ancient Egypt
Ancient Egypt
History for Kids - ancient Egypt
Egyptian Mythology
Egyptian Mythology
Egyptian Mummies
More Mummies Information from Neferchichi.com
New York Times Daily Lesson Plan 'Mummy Dearest'
ONLY FOR THE BRAVE - Make a chicken (or Cornish game hen)
mummy
Egyptian Mummies from the Smithsonian
Mummy-Maker Game
Egyptian Art Lessons Egypt: Daily Life
NOVA Online : The Pyramids
Ancient Egypt Webquests and Activities

g.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.memphis.edu/egypt/egypt.html
http://eawc.evansville.edu/egpage.htm
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/index.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/604egypt.html
http://www1.kent.k12.wa.us/staff/DarleneBishop/e
gypt/egypt.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/egypt/
http://www.touregypt.net/gods1.htm
http://www.akhet.co.uk/mythhome.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/#m
ummification
http://www.neferchichi.com/mummies.html
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/08/24/mum
my-dearest/
http://www.mummytombs.com/main.mummymakin
g.htm
http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/nmnh/mummie
s.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/lau
nch_gms_mummy_maker.shtml
http://www.artyfactory.com/egyptian_art/egyptian_
art_lessons.htm
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.ht
ml
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid
http://education.iupui.edu/webquests/egypt/aegypt
.htm
http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/activities.htm
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Mysteries of Egypt
King Tutankhamun - Was It Murder? Webquest
Egyptian Math pages - lots of activities and history, too

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/web
quests/Egypt/index.htm
http://www.civilization.ca/civil/egypt/egypt_e.html
http://questgarden.com/00/85/9/051004163536/pr
ocess.htm
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/math.html
http://www.math.wichita.edu/history/topics/numsys.html#egypt
http://www.storyofmathematics.com/egyptian.html
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/numbers.htm
http://www.guardians.net/egypt/kids/index.htm

Guardian's Ancient Egypt Kid Connection - activities, masks,
games
Discovery Education
http://www.discoveryeducation.com
Video: Mummies
Segment: Making Mummies
CMS Curriculum Companion
http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-egypt
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
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● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
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●
●
●
●

Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Provide extra time
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 4 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

Money Management

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
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Credit and Debt Management

Planning, Saving, and Investing

√

√

9.2

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

X

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.
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Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
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Unit 4: Expanding Exchanges and Encounters

Duration:

Unit Summary:
The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the
Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade,
cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and
centralized political organization.
The rise and spread of new belief systems unified societies, but
they also became a major source of tension and conflict.
While commercial and agricultural improvements created new
wealth and opportunities for the empires,
most people’s daily lives remained unchanged.
NJ Student Learning Standards

6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories
with diverse populations.
6.2.8.A.4.a Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the effectiveness of each in
promoting social, economic, and political order.
6.2.8.A.4.c Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the Magna Carta,
parliament, and the development of habeas corpus and an independent judiciary) on modern democratic thought and
institutions.
6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each
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empire and well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world.
6.2.8.B.4.b Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) impacted
urbanization, transportation, communication, and the development of international trade centers.
6.2.8.B.4.c Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural resources posed challenges and
opportunities for trade and development.
6.2.8.B.4.d Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian
trade and fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia.
6.2.8.B.4.e Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the positive and negative
consequences of environmental changes made during this time period, and relate these changes to current
environmental challenges.
6.2.8.B.4.f Explain how the geographies of China and Japan influenced their development and their relationship with
one another.
6.2.8.B.4.g Explain why the strategic location and economic importance of Constantinople and the Mediterranean Sea
were a source of conflict between civilizations.
6.2.8.B.4.h Explain how the locations, land forms, and climates of Mexico, Central America, and South America
affected the development of Mayan, Aztec, and Incan societies, cultures, and economies.
6.2.8.C.4.a Explain the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, population growth, urbanization, and
commercialization.
6.2.8.C.4.b Analyze how trade, technology, the availability of natural resources, and contact with other civilizations
affected the development of empires in Eurasia and the Americas.
6.2.8.C.4.c Explain how the development of new business practices and banking systems impacted global trade and
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the development of a merchant class.
6.2.8.C.4.d Analyze the relationship between trade routes and the development of powerful city- states and kingdoms
in Africa.
6.2.8.C.4.e Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased trade,
enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts.
6.2.8.D.4.a Explain how contact between nomadic peoples and sedentary populations had both positive and negative
political, economic, and cultural consequences.
6.2.8.D.4.b Analyze how religion both unified and divided people.
6.2.8.D.4.c Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and evaluate the
impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of people.
6.2.8.D.4.d Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including the perspectives
of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.
6.2.8.D.4.e Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe.
6.2.8.D.4.f Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism.
6.2.8.D.4.g Analyze the immediate and long-term impact on China and Europe of the open exchange between Europe
and the Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty.
6.2.8.D.4.h Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic world and western Europe.
6.2.8.D.4.i Explain how and why Islam spread in Africa, the significance of Timbuktu to the development and spread of
learning, and the impact Islam continues to have on African society.
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6.2.8.D.4.j Compare the major technological innovations and cultural contributions of the civilizations of this period and
justify which represent enduring legacies.
6.3.8.A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing
arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion.
6.3.8.A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses
a public issue, and share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government,
state legislature).
6.3.8.A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child
mortality, or education.
6.3.8.D.1 Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to
understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of
the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies
(e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to
domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in
print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
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RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
RH.6-8.10 Read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and
proficiently.
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s)
from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using
credible sources. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. Establish and maintain a formal style. Provide a concluding statement or
section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
WHST.6-8.2Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/
experiments, or technical processes.
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader
categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples.
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and
concepts.
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from
and supports the information or explanation presented.
WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.
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WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on
several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.
WHST.6-8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Technology
8.1.8. A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8. A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.
21st Century Life and Career
9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.
9.2.8.B.5 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice.
9.3.8.B.8 Compare and contrast how traditional and nontraditional occupational roles have changed or remained the
same regionally, nationally, and globally.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
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● Listening, speaking, reading and writing about the Holocaust
and World War II require specific academic language.
● The Holocaust began before World War II, with events of
causation tracing back to the fallout of World War I.
● The Holocaust, and the laws and policies connected to it,
have shaped the decision- making of individuals, cultural
groups, and nations, in a way that determined national
boundaries, a foundation for basic civil and human rights, and
principles of fairness in government.

● How does discrimination lead to a
genocide?
● Why did World War II and the Holocaust
occur?
● How did the Holocaust and genocide affect
our modern society?
● How did the living conditions affect the
people held in concentration camps?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Students will create a slideshow in google slides based on
information learned from the book Number the Stars.

Formative Assessments
●
●
●
●

Class Participation
Notes/Outlines
Discussions
Writing/quizzes/tests (emphasizing written
communication skills)

Summative Assessments
● Class Projects
● Performance Tasks
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Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes
● Social Studies related readworks Leveled
Articles
Vocabulary
Holocaust, concentration camp, dehumanization, discrimination, Judaism/Jewish religion, Nazi, Adolf Hitler, racism,
survivor, victim, World War II, prejudice
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● The spoken language and vocabulary used to describe,
discuss, and write about the Holocaust and World War II.
● The important events before, during, and after the Holocaust.
● What a genocide is and how it violates human rights.
● The people involved in the Holocaust and their roles in the
events that occurred during World War II.
● Who was impacted by the events of the Holocaust and World
War II.
● About personal experiences from those who were involved in

Skills: Students will be able to …
● Sequence historical events leading up to
WWII with the support of a timeline.
● Retell and relate information pertaining to
the Holocaust with the support of historical
documents and other related resources.
● Identify and discuss factors pertaining to
cause and effect and the events of the
Holocaust and World War II.
● Analyze primary historical documents
related to World War II, in order to
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the Holocaust and how these experiences impacted their
lives.
●

●

●

●

understand controversial issues related to
World War II, with support of graphic
organizers.
Summarize the key persuasive points of a
primary historical document (letters)
related to World War II, with the support of
a graphic organizer, peers/group, and key
terms.
Compare and contrast the varying
perspectives of people involved in the
Holocaust (victims, survivors, bystanders,
rescuers, and perpetrators).
Analyze the responses of the United
States and other countries to violations of
human rights that occurred during the
Holocaust and other genocides.
Explain how genocide and the Holocaust
led to more human rights.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will participate in the “Voices - "The Hidden Children" and
the Holocaust WebQuest” to further engage in the topics of this unit.

http://zunal.com/webquest.php?w=93215

Students will respond to Holocaust articles from the New York
Times cover articles over the years. Students will research the
information from the articles to analyze the articles that were
featured. Students should consider questions, such as: How much
information was the American public getting?

https://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/activity/68plan/headli
ne.htm (activity description and procedures)
Page One: The Front Page History of World War
II by the New York Times. Budget Book Services,
1996.

Pick one event such as Kristallnacht, the Berlin Olympics, or the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. Research how that event was reported in
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the American press. Did the Nazis engineer world opinion? Allow
students to discover for themselves and then ask critical questions
about the newspaper coverage of the Holocaust. Did the stories
appear on the front page or were they buried on subsequent pages?
Where on the page where the articles placed? What size were the
headlines of these articles? Why were those editorial decisions
made?
Have students bring in articles from the daily newspaper that relate
to Holocaust themes such as prejudice, hatred, anti-semitism as
well as heroism, resistance, rescue, etc. Are there noticeable
trends? How are difficult subjects treated? Find an article that
annoys or inspires you.
Have students respond in a letter to the editor about a particular
article they feel strongly about.
Students will use what they have learned about the events that
occurred before, during, and after the Holocaust to create a timeline.
Students can use the resource websites to help them. The timeline
should include pictures, maps, and important information about the
Holocaust.
Holocaust Argumentative Essay - The Holocaust task asks students
to analyze information from multiple texts and video. Students will
write informational texts to demonstrate their ability to determine the
central idea of text and analyze its development through the course
of multiple texts. Students will write an argument essay
demonstrating their ability to cite relevant evidence to support a
position.

http://www.annefrank.org/en/Subsites/Timeline/#!/
en/Subsites/Timeline/
https://www.ushmm.org
● Kurt Messerschimidt’s visual testimony
video clip taken from Echoes and
Reflections; A Multimedia Curriculum on
the Holocaust. To access:
1. Go to the iWitness link below
2. Click on "Studying the Holocaust."
3. Click on the picture of Kurt
Messerschmidt
http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/echoes/EnRResource
Guide.aspx
● Transcript of Kurt Messerschimidt’s visual
testimony
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● Franz Paul Stangl’s biography from the
Holocaust Research Project:
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/ar
/stangl.html
● Interview #1 from Into That Darkness by
Gitta Sereny
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/
biography/Stangl.html
The DVD of Daniel’s Story, posters from Yad
Vashem or photographs from the Internet

After viewing the video, students can complete a few different
activities:
● Imagine that soldiers came to your home in the middle of the
night and said that you had only an hour to gather all of your
belongings. Write about what five items you would take and
why you would take those items.
● Students will pretend that they are Daniel. Students will write
a letter to the outside world about the experiences in his life
and his feelings.
Suggested Literature

The Diary of Anne Frank By: Anne Frank
Number the Stars By: Lois Lowry
Remember Not to Forget: A Memory of the Holocaust By: Norman H. Finkelstein
The Butterfly By: Patricia Polacco
The Girl Who Survived: A True Story of the Holocaust By: Bronia Brandman and Carol Bierman
The Story of the Holocaust By: Clive A. Lawton
Who Was Anne Frank? By: Ann Abramson
Anne Frank: Life in Hiding By: Johanna Hurwitz
Destined to Live: A True Story of a Child in the Holocaust By: Ruth Gruener
Elly: My True Story of the Holocaust By: Elly Berkovits Gross
Hana's Suitcase: A True Story By: Karen Levine
Jacob's Rescue: A Holocaust Story By: Malka Drucker
Suggested Websites
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Brain Pop: Holocaust

http://www.brainpop.com

The Holocaust: A Learning Site for Students

https://www.ushmm.org/learn/students/theholocaust-a-learning-site-for-students

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

https://www.ushmm.org

Ducksters

http://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_ii/hol
ocaust.php

Holocaust Remembrance Day Exploration (pictures, videos, text)

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/btt/holo
caust/

Teaching the Holocaust: Lesson Plan Ideas

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson1
87.shtml

Kids Konnect: Holocaust Facts and Worksheets

https://kidskonnect.com/history/holocaust/

Children of the Holocaust

http://thechildrenoftheholocaust.com/holocaustfacts/

The Holocaust, hosted by the Jewish Virtual Library

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/holo.ht
ml
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/curricu
lum/
movie
http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/timeline/index.html

Curriculum Resources, hosted by NJDOE Commission on
Holocaust Education
Miracle at Midnight
Timeline spanning from World War I through World War II, hosted
by PBS
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
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as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Show examples of finished products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
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● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Estell Manor School
District
Social Studies Curriculum
Grade 8
Standard Alignment September 2015
NJDOE Adoption Date September 2015
EMS BOE Approved October 23, 2019

Philosophy
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic understanding,
patriotism, and the values of the American heritage. A well-established and comprehensive curricular program should
include a combination of civics, US and world history, economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. Once
these ideals are understood, students will then be prepared for their futures.
As educators we are responsible to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods and varied assessment.
These shall include, internet and traditional methods of research, PBL’s, teacher designed classroom activities, problem
solving strategies, and text (as a guide). This curriculum is designed and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards and serves as a guide for educators.
For our 21st Century learners, the world has become much smaller with the use of the internet and increased
communication possibilities. Students are able to access information more easily and are exposed to the tools needed to
succeed in their educational journey. Being that the US is a democratic society, it is ever changing, diverse and full of
opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, thoughtful and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote
the common good and increase the general welfare of its citizens. Compliance with this curriculum will give our students
the tools needed for success in their future.
When using the Social Studies curriculum provided, all students should be able to participate in interdisciplinary activities
that promote cultural awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity. This map contains
interdisciplinary connections to Language Arts, Math, Science, Physical Education, Art, Drama, and Theater. Students will
learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of instruction is
on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how
key people and events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables
students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life.
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Pacing Guide
Unit

Anticipated Timeframe

Unit 1-The Foundations of the Nation

Approximately 4weeks

Unit 2 –A New National Identity

Approximately 5-6 weeks

Unit 3 - The Nation Grows - Westward Expansion New Movements in
America

Approximately 6 weeks

Unit 4 –Regional Development and Differences

Approximately 5-6 weeks

Unit 5 –A Divided Nation

Approximately 3-4 weeks

Unit 6- Civil War

Approximately 3-4 weeks

Unit 7 – Genocide/Holocaust

Approximately 2 Weeks

Unit 8 - Reconstruction

Approximately 3-4 weeks

Core Materials:
Scholastic Studies Weekly
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Unit 1 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
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9.2

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.
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8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 1: The Foundations of the Nation

Duration: 4 weeks (September)

Unit Summary
The fundamental principles of the United States Constitution serve as the foundation of the United States government
today. The structure and principles of our government are designed to provide and protect the rights of all citizens. The
actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have intended and unintended consequences.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law,
federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal
government that allows for growth and change over time.
6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of Rights.
6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in terms of the decisionmaking powers of national government.
6.1.8.A.3.e Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts)
during the Early Republic.
6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the role and
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power of federal government.
6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues.

6.1.8.B.3.c Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome of the
American Revolutionary War.
6.1.8.C.3.b Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of state and national
governments during this time.
6.1.8.D.3.b Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying
ideas of American democracy.

Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.

6

RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…
● Understand that technological advancements impact all
aspects of the development of a society.
● Throughout history humans have developed technology
and skills to help them survive.
● People may move as individuals or as a group and
absorb or pass on ideas.
● Slaves are usually moved against their will.
● People move for economic, political, or religious
reasons.

● How does the development of technology affect
the development of a society?
● What are the consequences of technology?
● Why do people migrate?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.
Mysteries in History: The Secret of the Iceman’s Death
● Identify and use processes important to reconstructing
and reinterpreting the the past, such as using a variety
of sources, providing validating, and weighing evidence
for claims, checking credibility of sources, and searching
for causality.
● Students will examine the body of the iceman, weigh
various theories about his death, and then and then
make a decision on how he died
Day #1-Attention Grabber and Discussion Questions

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Open Ended Questions
● Class Discussion
● Graphic Organizers
● Readworks/Reading Responses
● Exit Slips
● Kinesthetic Assessments
● Google Classroom

Summative Assessments
● Studies Weekly Test
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Discussion Questions:
●
●
●
●
●

Who do you think this person was?
Why was he in the mountains?
When did this person die?
How did he die?
Does anything at this scene seem suspicious?

Pictures at the scene-based on this information, when did this
man live?

Day #2-Items at the Scene and Death Theory #1
(Hypothermia): Students read theory and, using ideas from this
theory, write a scenario of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.

● Performance Assessments

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Day #3-Death Theory #2 (Robbery) and #3 (Assassination):
Students read theory and, using ideas from these theories,
write a scenarios of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.

Day #4-Death Theory #4 (Ritual Sacrifice) and #5 (Died in
Battle): Students read theory and, using ideas from these
theories, write a scenarios of the day he died. Record important
information on graphic organizer.
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Day #5-Read “Background Information”. Sketching Otzi:
students draw a picture of what they think Otzi looked like, with
his tools and clothing. The Iceman’s Death Certificate: Using
information from notes and graphic organizer, students make
decision about how Otzi died and complete information on the
death certificate page.

Day #6-Present findings to class.
Vocabulary
Prehistory, archaeology, archaeologist, migrate, glacier, artifact, technology, domesticate, harvest, excavation site,
agriculture, surplus, nomad, social division, climate, culture, anthropology, landform, geography, diverse,custom, culture
contact, global interdependence, time-line, anthropologist, sociologist, political scientist, historian
Knowledge and Skills
Content

Skills

Students will know….

Students will be able to …

● The social organization of early hunters/gatherers and

those who lived in early agrarian societies
● Aspects of the Paleolithic Age
● Aspects of the Neolithic Age
● The impact of migration on lives of the migratory
hunters/gathers and on the shaping of societies
● How nomadic and agrarian societies used land and natural

● Compare and contrast the social organization of
early hunters/gatherers and those who lived in
early agrarian societies
● Compare and contrast how nomadic
and agrarian societies used land and
natural resources.
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resources
●
● The impact of technological advancements on
hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies
● How archaeological discoveries such as cave paintings
●
are used to develop and enhance understanding of life
prior to written records
● The difference of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural
●
periods
● The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and
Neolithic Ages Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical
environments using resources, the natural world, and
●
technological advancements.
● The agricultural revolution led to an increase in
population, specialization of labor, new forms of social
organization, and the beginning of societies.
● Archaeology provides historical and scientific
explanations for how ancient people lived.
Instructional Plan

Explain the impact of technological
advancements on hunter/gatherer and
agrarian societies.
Relate the agricultural revolution to
population growth and the subsequent
development of civilizations.
Explain how archaeological discoveries such
as cave paintings are used to develop and
enhance understanding of life prior to written
records.
Demonstrate an understanding of preagricultural and post-agricultural periods

Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will actively engaged in a Catal Hoyuk Web Lesson

http://www.smm.org/catal/

Students will complete Cave Art in Lascaux webquest and tour
the caves virtually
Make cave art depicting student’s signature (hand),technology
(fire), food (animals), people hunting, stars, sun and moon, bow
and arrows
Discovery Education Media
Video: World History: Pre-History
Segments: The Iceman Discovered; The Earliest
Human Migration

http://www.classzone.com/webquest/u1/worksheet_las
caux.cfm
Use paper bags and chalk

http://www.discoveryeducation.com
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Early People: Students will evaluate the survival benefits and
drawbacks of various human tools. Students will also recognize
the importance of tools to early human survival.

List of early tools

Divide class into groups of 4-6 and assign each group as either
warm weather or cold weather environment. Present a list of
various early tools (fishing hook and string, spear, animal skins,
grinding rock, fur clothing, etc.) to each group. Group members
should select tools appropriate for their environment. Ask
students to write about the usefulness of their chosen items
and how they plan to use them effectively. Give students the
opportunity to trade for items that they think would be more
beneficial. Students can present their results to the class and
compare the items they selected with groups of a similar
environment.
Suggested Literature
Evolution By: DK and Dr. Alice Roberts
Earth Children (series) By: Jean M. Auel
First Americans (series) By: Michael and Kathleen O’Neal Gear
First Americans (series) By: William Sarabande
Early Humans By: DK Publishing
The Iceman: McGraw Hill
Suggested Websites
Kid Past
Discovery Channel

http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0001prehistoric-humans.php
http://dsc.discovery.com/convergence/landofmammoth
/eyecandy/intro.html
http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/prehistoric-new-york/
http://dsc.discovery.com/games/iceworld/game/game.
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The Mammoth Site
NeoK12
National Geographic
Cave Painting
Chauvet Cave
Lascaux Cave
Studies Weekly
PBS
American Museum of Natural History
CMS Curriculum Companion

html
http://www.mammothsite.com/
http://neok12.com
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0508/feature2
/index.html
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/prehistoric/cavepainting.htm
http://www.culture.gouv.fr/culture/arcnat/chauvet/en/
http://www.lascaux.culture.fr/#/fr/00.xml
http://www.studiesweekly.com
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/first/radiocarbon.html
http://www.amnh.org/ology/archaeology#
http://www.socialstudiescms.com/humanorigins

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-in by teacher, study guides,
notes, etc.
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer
a higher level questions, or complimentary assignment.
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
13

●
●
●
●
●
●

Pre teach vocabulary and associate with pictures
Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
Provide extra time
Peer tutoring or partner learning
Activate and build background knowledge
Use visual aids and gestures

Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Unit 2 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

X

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
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9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
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8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 2: A New National Identity

Duration: 5-6 Weeks (October – November)

Unit Summary
The expansion of voting rights and the election of Andrew Jackson signaled the growing power of the American people.
Interactions with other nations and events that occurred during the early 1800’s greatly transformed the Nation and
established a new identity for the United States.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8.A.4.a Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, and
agreements.
6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through annexation,
diplomacy, and war
6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period.
6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion and economic
development of the United States.
6.1.8.B.4.b Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and resettlement of Native
Americans.
6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the
economy, in New Jersey and the nation.
6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different groups of people,
and explain the outcomes that resulted.
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6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why ethnic and cultural
conflicts resulted. Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the Antebellum
period.
6.1.8.D.4.b Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the Antebellum period.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
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knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and affects
politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push to
develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how their
environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.

● How does the development of technology
affect the development of a society?
● What are the consequences of
technology?
● Why do people migrate?
● How does geography affect people’s lives?
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● Geography affects how people and things move and where
civilizations develop.

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Mesopotamia Travel Brochure: Students will design an
educational brochure about the Fertile Crescent or
Mesopotamia. The brochures front panel shows a highly
detailed and accurate map of the Fertile Crescent or
Mesopotamia with an eye-catching title. The remaining five
panels have art and written descriptions that emphasize the
positive aspects of living in that region. The information shows
a comprehensive understanding of life in that era.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher observations
● Performance assessments
● Exit slips/ Slate Assessments
● Daily class work
● Project based activities
● Open Ended Questions
● Class Discussions
● Reading Responses

Summative Assessments
● Performance Assessments
● Studies weekly tests

Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
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Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Civilization, cuneiform,fertile, plain, plateau, irrigation, city-state, region, artisan, ziggurat, society, polytheism, scribe,
cuneiform, empire, dynasty, conquest, monotheism, slavery, descendant, sumerian
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● The Fertile Crescent sustained the first known civilization.
● Sumer had a class system in which priests and kings held
power.
● Sargon conquered Sumerian city-states to create an empire.
● Hammurabi’s Code defined laws that united the empire.
● Assyrians and Persians created and governed vast empires.
● Mesopotamians cultures mad lasting governed vast empires.
● Phoenicians spread Mesopotamian civilizations through
ocean trade.
● The Phoenician alphabet was a significant contribution.
● Hammurabi’s Code defined laws that united the empire.
● Assyrians and Persians created and governed vast empires.
● Mesopotamians cultures mad lasting governed vast empires.
● Phoenicians spread Mesopotamian civilizations through

Skills: Students will be able to …
●

Identify main ideas and details about the
Standard of Ur.

●

Identify and create a modern “standard.”

● Analyze causes and effects of the first
empires.
● Draw conclusions about Hammurabi’s
Code and its impact of modern laws.
● Summarize how Assyrian and Persian
empires were governed.
● Work in teams to plan Babylon’s
restoration.
● Summarize information about the
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ocean trade.
● The Phoenician alphabet was a significant contribution.

Phoenicians. Categorize information to
conduct a Phoenician trade exercise.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities:

Resources

Students can create their own Ziggurat out of clay to better
understand the structures that the ancient Mesopotamian people
built.

Clay, sponge, utensils to shape clay

Hammurabi’s Code Court Cases-Readers Theater-Groups of
Students will act out various court cases and the jury (the
class) will determine the outcome based on Hammurabi’s code
of laws.

Laws from Hammurabi’s code
Readers Theater

Epic of Gilgamesh Comic Book – students tell the story in
comic book form including comic-style drawings, dialogue,
and/or captions.

Paper for comic book, draw and coloring supplies,
information about the Epic of Gilgamesh

Hall of Fame Mesopotamia – biographical descriptions of important
Mesopotamians (Sargon, Hammurabi, Moses, Nebuchadnezzar,
etc…). Maybe have the class or groups rank them based on
importance and have a debate on who should be in and who should
be out.

Information about important Mesopotamian
people

Visual Almanac of Mesopotamian Achievements – Students
draw pictures and write brief informational captions about
some of the many achievements/inventions of the
Mesopotamians.

Information about Mesopotamia (textbook,
internet), drawing supplies, paper

E-How Instructions:
http://www.ehow.com/how_10003109_make-popup-ziggurat-temple.html
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In cooperation with the art teacher the students will be able to
write their names in Cuneiform.

Cuneiform website

Suggested Literature
Gilgamesh the King By: Ludmila Zeman
The Revenge of Ishtar By: Ludmila Seman
The Last Quest of Gilgamesh By: Ludmila Zeman
Lugalbanda By: Kathy Henderson
DK Eyewitness Mesopotamia By: Philip Steele
The Golden Bull By: Marjorie Cowley
Ancient Mesopotamia: Sumerians, Babylonians, Assyrians By: Virginia Schomp
Gilgamesh the Hero By: Geraldine McCaughrean

Suggested Websites
Mesopotamia Project

http://www.projecthistoryteacher.com/2006/10/tea
ching-ancient-mesopotamia-project.html

Ancient Mesopotamia Information
Ancient Mesopotamia Student Activities
Discovery Education Media

http://www.ancientmesopotamians.com/websiteson-mesopotamia.html
http://mesopotamia.mrdonn.org/
www.discoverykids.com

Social Studies for Kids

http://socialstudiesforkids.com

Social Studies Central

http://www.socialstudiescentral.com

Internet4classrooms

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/social.com
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Related Primary Source Documents from the National Archives
Compiled by the National Archives at New York City

http://www.archives.gov/northeast/nyc.com

Mesopotamia:From Nomads to Farmers

http://www.mesopotamia:from nomads to farmers

Brain Pop

http://www.brainpop.com

Promethean Planet

http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/

Project suggestions, multiple intelligences

http://www.projecthistoryteacher.com/2006/10/tea
ching-ancient-mesopotamia-project.html

CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/mesopotamia

Modifications
Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
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● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Activate and build background knowledge
Use visual aids and gestures
Outlining or providing notes for the student
Associating new vocabulary with pictures
Modeling and Think Alouds
Show examples of finish products
Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
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● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 3 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

Money Management

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
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Credit and Debt Management

X

9.2

√

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

Career Preparation

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.
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Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 3: The Nation Grows

Duration: 6 weeks (November/December)

Unit Summary
Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, and the development of
transportation systems increased regional tensions. The population of the United States grew rapidly in the early
1800s with the arrival of millions of immigrants. Movements in art and literature, religion and education influenced
American society in the early 1800s. In the mid-1800s, the debate over slavery increased as abolitionists organized to
challenge slavery in the United States. Reformers sought to improve women’s rights and education, along with other
issues, in American society. STRAND
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8.A.4.a Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, and
agreements.
6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through annexation,
diplomacy, and war.
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6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion and economic
development of the United States.
6.1.8.B.4.b Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and esettlement of Native
Americans.
6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the
economy, in New Jersey and the nation.
6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different groups of people,
and explain the outcomes that resulted.
6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why ethnic and cultural
conflicts resulted.

Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
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RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words
to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
1.1.8. C.1 Analyze the structural components of plays and performances from a variety of Western and non-Western
theatrical traditions and from different historical eras.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…

Students will be able to...

● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and affects
politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push to
develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how their
environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and where
civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which may
include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.

● What are the consequences of technology?
● How are religion and culture connected?
● How much does geography affect people's’
lives?
● What are the consequences of trade?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for student
learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Ancient Egypt Newspaper - Using Google Docs or Google Slides,
students will create an "Ancient Egyptian" newspaper. The

Formative Assessments
● Teacher observations
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newspaper will demonstrate knowledge of Ancient Egyptian culture
(geography, society, communication, religion, economics,
pyramids). The students will include several different components
of a newspaper (i.e. articles, weather, finance, editorials, comics).
Ancient Egypt Evidence Based Essay- The students write a
paragraph to support three of these statements. Use sources to
support your answers. Include at least three reasons in each
paragraph.
1.The Ancient Egyptians were the first true engineers.
2. Preparing an Egyptian pharaoh for the afterlife was a long and
complex process.
3. Ancient Egyptian economy depended on the Nile River.

●
●
●
●
●
●

Performance assessments
Exit slips/ google classroom
Daily class work
Pre-assessments
Class discussions and participation
Open-Ended Questions

Summative Assessments
● Studies weekly assessment
● Quizzes
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment

4. Ancient Egyptians made great discoveries in math and science.
5. King Tut’s tomb provided archeologists with an insight into
Ancient Egypt.
6. The Ancient Egyptian Empire became the most powerful
civilization of its time.

Alternative Assessments
● Group Work
● Teacher Observation
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
Delta, silt, papyrus, cataract, unify, pharaoh, hieroglyphics, pyramid, mummy, economy, sphinx, limestone,
polytheism,canopic jar, rosetta stone
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Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….

Skills: Students will be able to …

●
●
●
●

●

How Egypt’s geography shaped its geography.
Dynasties of pharaohs ruled Egypt.
That Egyptians worshipped many gods.
That Egyptians developed one of the world’s first systems of
writing.
● Egyptian accomplishments in math, science, art,
architecture, and literature.
● Trade led to diffusion between Egypt and its neighbors.
● How the cultures of Egypt and Nubia were linked and yet
distinct.

Compare the viewpoints to understand the
lives of ordinary Egyptians.

● Summarize ancient Egypt’s main
accomplishments.
● Develop cultural awareness about the role
of mathematics in building the pyramids.
● Analyze cause and effect as it affected
relations between Egypt and Nubia.
● Solve problems that might have affected
relations between Egypt and Nubia.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will write their names in hieroglyphics.

Arts and crafts materials
http://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-arehieroglyphs
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Students will participate in the “Welcome to Pyramid Building”
webquest.

http://createwebquest.com/node/35638

Students will research a great Pharaoh and write about their
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancienty_egyptia
positive contributions, famous buildings they built, and where they
n_pharaohs.php
were buried.
Students will discover how Egyptians were mummified and become http://ancientegypt.co.uk/mummies/hom.html
an embalmer.
http://childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interact
ives/history/egypt/makeamummy/
Students will take a virtual tour of the Great pyramid at Giza.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/exploreancient-egypt.html

Students will create a canopic jar.

Internet access to research pictures, information
about canopic jars (textbook, internet access)

Students will find out the effects of “natron” on the human body and
why the Egyptians thought it was so important to be mummified
this way.

A Mummified Potato

Students will gather evidence about the mysterious deaths in
ancient Eygpt while playing a game and then decide on a theory
concerning these deaths.

Mysteries in History

Students will participate in a reader’s theater play about Ancient
Egypt. The plays represent several of the roles in Ancient
Egyptian society. Students will analyze the structural components
of the play, practice, and then perform the play.

Ancient Egypt Reader’s Theater Scripts found at:
http://mickiwiki.pbworks.com/f/ancient+EGYPT+T
CR.pdf

Possible Ancient Egypt Scripts:
● Saba the Farmer
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Misa the Merchant
Building the Pyramids
Shunat the Scribe Student
Anen the Artist
Pentah the Priest
Beshut the Burial Priest
Shaan the Nobleman’s Wife
Suggested Literature

The Egyptian Cinderella By: Shirley Climo
Sons of the Sphinx By: Cherly Carpinello
Egyptology By: Emily Sands
Mummies in the Morning (Magic Tree House) By: Mary Pope Osborne
Egypt: In Spectacular Cross-section By: Stephen Biesty
Ms. Frizzle’s Adventures: Ancient Egypt By: Joanna Cole
Ancient Egypt By: George Hart
Mummy By: James Putnam
Ancient Egyptians By: Philip Steele
Mummie, Pyramids, and Pharaohs: A Book About Ancient Egypt By: Gail Gibbons
National Geographic Kids -Everything Ancient Egypt
The Egyptian Echo
Who was King Tut:Roberta Edwards

Suggested Websites
Brain Pop
Neo K-12
University of Chicago

www.brainpop.com Videos: Cleopatra, Egyptian
Pharaohs, Mummies
http:/www.neo.k12
http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/ED/TRC/EGYPT/eg
ypthome.html
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Ancient Egypt ThinkQuest - Facts, activities, resources, crafts, and
recipes
Odyssey Online from Michael C. Carlos Museum of Emory
University - graphics and info
Ancient Egypt from the British Museum in the UK
Color Tour of Egypt from University of Memphis
Exploring Ancient Cultures- Egypt from Indiana site
Daily Life in Ancient Egypt from Mr. Donn's site
Mr. Dowling's Electronic Passport - Ancient Egypt
Ancient Egypt
History for Kids - ancient Egypt
Egyptian Mythology
Egyptian Mythology
Egyptian Mummies
More Mummies Information from Neferchichi.com
New York Times Daily Lesson Plan 'Mummy Dearest'
ONLY FOR THE BRAVE - Make a chicken (or Cornish game hen)
mummy
Egyptian Mummies from the Smithsonian
Mummy-Maker Game
Egyptian Art Lessons Egypt: Daily Life
NOVA Online : The Pyramids
Ancient Egypt Webquests and Activities

http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210200/ancient_e
gypt/egypt.htm
http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/homep
g.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.memphis.edu/egypt/egypt.html
http://eawc.evansville.edu/egpage.htm
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/index.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/604egypt.html
http://www1.kent.k12.wa.us/staff/DarleneBishop/e
gypt/egypt.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/egypt/
http://www.touregypt.net/gods1.htm
http://www.akhet.co.uk/mythhome.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/#m
ummification
http://www.neferchichi.com/mummies.html
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/08/24/mum
my-dearest/
http://www.mummytombs.com/main.mummymakin
g.htm
http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/nmnh/mummie
s.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/lau
nch_gms_mummy_maker.shtml
http://www.artyfactory.com/egyptian_art/egyptian_
art_lessons.htm
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.ht
ml
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid
http://education.iupui.edu/webquests/egypt/aegypt
.htm

37

http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/activities.htm

Mysteries of Egypt
King Tutankhamun - Was It Murder? Webquest
Egyptian Math pages - lots of activities and history, too

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/web
quests/Egypt/index.htm
http://www.civilization.ca/civil/egypt/egypt_e.html
http://questgarden.com/00/85/9/051004163536/pr
ocess.htm
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/math.html
http://www.math.wichita.edu/history/topics/numsys.html#egypt
http://www.storyofmathematics.com/egyptian.html
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/numbers.htm
http://www.guardians.net/egypt/kids/index.htm

Guardian's Ancient Egypt Kid Connection - activities, masks,
games
Discovery Education
http://www.discoveryeducation.com
Video: Mummies
Segment: Making Mummies
CMS Curriculum Companion
http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-egypt
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
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● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Provide extra time
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 4 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

Income and Careers

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
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CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Money Management

Credit and Debt Management

Planning, Saving, and Investing

√

√

9.2

Civic Financial Responsibility

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of
decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

X

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career Exploration

√

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
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√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 4: Regional Developments and Differences

Duration: 5-6 weeks (January - February)

Unit Summary
Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, expansion of slavery, and the development of
transportation systems increased regional tensions.

42

NJ Student Learning Standards

6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through annexation,
diplomacy, and war.
6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion and economic
development of the United States.
6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the
economy, in New Jersey and the nation. 6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and
social class of different groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted
6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different groups of people,
and explain the outcomes that resulted
6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why ethnic and cultural
conflicts resulted.
6.1.8.D.4.b Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the Antebellum
period.
6.1.8.D.4.c Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the Underground Railroad.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
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reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings
Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and
affects politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push
to develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and
intolerance.

● What are the consequences of technology?
● How are religion and culture connected?
● How much does geography affect people's’
lives?
● What are the consequences of trade?
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● Geography includes people as well as places and how
their environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and
where civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which
may include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.
Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.
Select an ancient civilization to study, analyzing the ways in
which technology shaped and advanced each aspect of that
civilization. After building a background of knowledge, pick
one aspect of civilization for which you determine the
innovations had a significant impact throughout that society,
and predict what the next levels of advancement in that area
could be today. You may present your ideas through a
website, multimedia presentation, oral presentation, or written
report. The advancements you identify will have an impact on
the world, and on every global citizen.

Other Assessments

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observations
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips/Slate Assessments
● Daily Class work
● Pre-Assessments
● Project based activities
● Class discussions/participation
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● National/State/District Wide Assessments
● Performance Tasks
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Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
loess, terrace, levee, double cropping, pictograph, oracle bone, province, ancestor, civil service, middleman, nobility
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● How geographic features isolated China from other
civilizations.
● That the Chinese civilizations arose along the Huang
River.
● Achievements of the Shang dynasty. Characteristics of
ancestor worship.
● Goals and beliefs of Confucianism and Daoism.
● How the Qin became the first dynasty to unify China.
● Characteristics of a Legalistic form of government.
● Han emperors created one of the most successful

Skills: Students will be able to …
●

Describe the physical features of China.

● Summarize the rise of the Shang.
● Identify the main ideas and details of Zhou rule.
● Identify how the Zhou used the mandate of
Heaven to gain control of China.
● Compare and contrast spiritual traditions,
Confucianism, and Daoism.
● Analyze the philosophies of Confucius and
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Chinese dynasties.
● Confucianism, the Silk Road, and the civil service
enhanced the Han dynasty.
● Han society was based on Confucian teachings.
● China expanded and prospered under the Han dynasty.

Laozi.
● Understand why Shi Huang Di was able to gain
and hold power as the First Emperor.
● Ask and answer questions about Qin.
● Contrast the Han’s strengths with the Qin’s
weaknesses. Identify reasons why the Han
dynasty was successful. Summarize Han society
and achievements.
● Prioritize the effect of Han inventions of ancient
China.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Students will write questions they would ask Qin in an
Students created interview questions for Qin,
interview about his life. Students will trade their questions with background knowledge and information about Qin
a peer and answer their peer’s questions how they believe
that Qin would answer them.
Brainstorm questions students may have about ancient China.
Allow students to explore questions they may have about
ancient China from Ask Mr. Donn (geography, government,
religion, daily life, inventions, science, the Silk Road, arts, and
architecture).
Create a venn diagram to compare and contrast Confucius
and Laozi philosophies or the Confucianism and Daoism
spiritual beliefs. Students can use interactive, online graphic
organizer to sort ideas.
Create a Google Slides presentation describing the main idea

http://www.ask.mrdonn.org/china/index.html

Venn diagram
(https://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm or use
MyVocab through Schoolwide if Confucius and Laozi
are vocabulary words on your list)
Google Slides, information and background about the
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and details of Zhou rule and how they used the mandate of
Heaven to gain control of China
Students can create, write, direct, and produce a three minute
movie trailer about one topic they studied in Ancient China

Zhou rule
Camera to record the video, access to a computer for
editing

Literature
Ancient China By: Mel Friedman
Ancient China: An Interactive History Adventure By: Terry Collins
Ancient China By: DK and Arthur Cotterell
The Story of Ancient China By: Suzanne Art
Ancient China By: Ann Tatlock
Ancient Civilization: China By: Valerie Bodden
Websites
Discovery Education
Video: Destiny Determined: Power and Ritual in Asia:
Segment: Behind the Great Wall
Video: Journals Through History: Ancient China:
Contributions to the World
Segments: The Secrets of Silk
Gun Powder
Innovations and Inventions Paper
Video: Spaced Out
Segment: Is the Great Wall of China Visible from
Space?
Video: Eureka!: China: Fun and Firecrackers: Eat, Play,
Boys, Girls Segment: The Red Envelope
World History - China

Exploring Ancient World Cultures from Evansville, Indiana

http://www.discoveryeducation.com

http://web.archive.org/web/20040814144858/http://www
.lksd.org/kongiganak/kongiganak/ContinuousEdCarnagi
e/Carnagie/WorldHistory/WldHistoryCh2/WldHistoryCh
2China.htm
http://eawc.evansville.edu/chpage.htm
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Daily Life in Ancient China from Mr. Donn
Mr. Dowling's Electronic Passport
Web Links on China and the Great Wall
Ancient China

http://china.mrdonn.org/index.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/613chinesehistory.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/greatwall/
Walllinks.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/

Ancient China PowerPoint Slides

http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/china.htm
http://ancienthistory.pppst.com/china.html

Chinese Accomplishments

CMS Curriculum Companion

http://education2.uvic.ca/Faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/CHI
NA-PAGE.html
http://www.kidsdiscover.com/ancient-china-for-kids
www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-china
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Preteach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded

49

● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
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● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Provide extra time
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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Unit 5 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

Income and Careers

X

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

52

9.2

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
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8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 5: A Divided Nation

Duration: 3-4 weeks (March)

Unit Summary
The Civil War resulted from complex regional differences involving political, economic, and social issues, as well as
different views on slavery. Antislavery literature and the annexation of new lands intensified the debate over slavery.
The Kansas-Nebraska Act heightened tensions in the conflict over slavery. The split over the issue of slavery intensified
due to political divisions and judicial decisions.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact
American life.
6.1.8.B.5.a Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, demographics, transportation,
leadership, and technology) that affected the course and outcome of the Civil War.
6.1.8.C.5.a Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South.
6.1.8.D.5.a Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different perspectives.

Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
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RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
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21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and
affects politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push
to develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and
intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how
their environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and
where civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which
may include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.

●
●
●
●

What are the consequences of technology?
How are religion and culture connected?
How much does geography affect people's lives?
What are the consequences of trade?
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● Trade on a global scale is now common.

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Ancient India Children’s Book - You have been chosen to
create the next great children’s book. The purpose of this
book is to inform the children of American about ancient
cultures of their world. The first new book in this series will be
about the nation of ancient India and its history and culture.
Your job is to produce a colorful, interesting, and factual
children’s ABC book using Google Slides using Indian terms
and pictures that will help kids to better understand the nation
of ancient India. Use the vocabulary words from your unit and
the many ideas you have learned to create this informative
book. Focus your book on the five topics you feel are most
important from this unit.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observations
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips/Slate Assessments
● Daily Class work
● Pre-Assessments
● Project based activities
● Class discussions and participation
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● National/State/District Wide Assessments
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
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Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Subcontinent, monsoon season, subsistence farming, brahmin, sudra, reincarnation, caste, meditation, enlightenment
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● Geography of the Indian subcontinent. How Indus
Valley civilization was organized. Mysteries remain
about ancient India. Theories about the origins of the
Indo
● Information the Vedas provide about Aryan life. Groups
that evolved into a caste system.
● How Hinduism evolved from Vedic beliefs and
practices.
● Hindu teaching about life after death.
● How Hinduism spread throughout India.
● Buddha’s search for truth led to spiritual enlightenment.
● Teachings of the Buddha.
● Two forms of Buddhism emerged.
● Chandragupta used strategy to unite India.

Skills: Students will be able to …
● Identify physical features of South Asia.
● Draw inferences about Indus Valley civilization.
Compare theories about the Aryans.
● Describe the Vedas and caste system.
● Sequence the development of Hinduism.
Comprehend Hindu beliefs.
● Compare and contrast Buddhism with Hinduism.
Synthesize knowledge of Buddhism.
● Determine Chandragupta’s rise to power.
● Evaluate the reigns of Chandragupta and Asoka
by asking questions.
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● Chandragupta created a bureaucracy, tax system, and
spy network.
● Asoka improved the lives of his subjects.
● The Gupta dynasty created the second Indian empire.
● India made advances in the arts, sciences, and
mathematics under the Gupta.

● Summarize achievements of the Gupta dynasty.
● Create a booklet highlighting India’s advances in
learning.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Create a booklet or brochure describing India’s advances in
learning.

Paper for booklet or brochure, drawing and decorating
supplies

Create a venn diagram to compare and contrast Buddhism
and Hinduism beliefs. Students can use interactive, online
graphic organizer to sort ideas.
Create a biography poster presentation about Chandragupta
and his important in ancient India
Create a Google Slides presentation about the Gupta dynasty
achievements

Venn diagram
(https://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm or use
MyVocab through Schoolwide if Buddhism and
Hinduism are vocabulary words on your list)
Information about Chandragupta, poster paper, writing
utensils
Google Slides, information about the achievements of
the Gupta dynasty

Have a class debate about the reigns of Chandragupta and
Asoka by asking questions and evaluating their importance

Background knowledge about the reigns of
Chandragupta and Asoka

Literature
Hands-On History! Ancient India By: Daud Ali
Ancient India (The Ancient World) By: Allison Lassieur
Elephant’s Friend and Other Tales from Ancient India By: Marcia Williams
Taj Mahal By: Raz-Kids
Websites
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BBC

History for Kids

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/indus_vall
ey/
http://www.ancientindia.co.uk/
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/main/
0,28375,610558,00.html
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0102civilizations-of-india.php
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/26countriesplaces/313-india.html
http://historyforkids.org/learn/india/

Mr. Donn

http://india.mrdonn.org/

Snaith Primary

http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/india.htm

Discovery Education:
Video: World’s Best: Magnificent Beasts
Segment: Indian Subcontinent
Video: Mystic Lands: Taj Mahal: Heaven on Earth
Segment: Welcome to the Taj Mahal
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.discoveryeducation.com

The British Museum
Time for Kids
KidsPast
Kids Konnect

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-india
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
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Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Activate and build background knowledge
Use visual aids and gestures
Outlining or providing notes for the student
Associating new vocabulary with pictures
Modeling and Think Alouds
Show examples of finish products
Shared writing opportunities
Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Provide extra time
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Outline/Notes
● Frequently monitor understanding
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 6 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
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X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

Income and Careers

X

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

Insuring and Protecting

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

63

9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
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Unit 6: The Civil War

Duration: 3-4 weeks (April /May)

Unit Summary
The Civil War resulted from complex regional differences involving political, economic, and social issues, as well as
different views on slavery. The war cost the lives of many Americans, the Southern economy was in ruins, and regional
hostility remained, yet the war brought an end to slavery in the South.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact
American life.
6.1.8.B.5.a Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, demographics, transportation,
leadership, and technology) that affected the course and outcome of the Civil War.
6.1.8.C.5.a Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South.
6.1.8.D.5.a Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different perspectives.
6.1.8.D.5.b Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they contributed to the final outcome
of the war.
6.1.8.D.5.c Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the Civil War.

Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
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RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
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21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and
affects politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push
to develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and
intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how
their environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and
where civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which
may include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.

●
●
●
●

What are the consequences of technology?
How are religion and culture connected?
How much does geography affect people's lives?
What are the consequences of trade?
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● Trade on a global scale is now common.

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Ancient India Children’s Book - You have been chosen to
create the next great children’s book. The purpose of this
book is to inform the children of American about ancient
cultures of their world. The first new book in this series will be
about the nation of ancient India and its history and culture.
Your job is to produce a colorful, interesting, and factual
children’s ABC book using Google Slides using Indian terms
and pictures that will help kids to better understand the nation
of ancient India. Use the vocabulary words from your unit and
the many ideas you have learned to create this informative
book. Focus your book on the five topics you feel are most
important from this unit.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observations
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips/Slate Assessments
● Daily Class work
● Pre-Assessments
● Project based activities
● Class discussions and participation
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● National/State/District Wide Assessments
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment

68

Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Subcontinent, monsoon season, subsistence farming, brahmin, sudra, reincarnation, caste, meditation, enlightenment
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● Geography of the Indian subcontinent. How Indus
Valley civilization was organized. Mysteries remain
about ancient India. Theories about the origins of the
Indo
● Information the Vedas provide about Aryan life. Groups
that evolved into a caste system.
● How Hinduism evolved from Vedic beliefs and
practices.
● Hindu teaching about life after death.
● How Hinduism spread throughout India.
● Buddha’s search for truth led to spiritual enlightenment.
● Teachings of the Buddha.
● Two forms of Buddhism emerged.
● Chandragupta used strategy to unite India.

Skills: Students will be able to …
● Identify physical features of South Asia.
● Draw inferences about Indus Valley civilization.
Compare theories about the Aryans.
● Describe the Vedas and caste system.
● Sequence the development of Hinduism.
Comprehend Hindu beliefs.
● Compare and contrast Buddhism with Hinduism.
Synthesize knowledge of Buddhism.
● Determine Chandragupta’s rise to power.
● Evaluate the reigns of Chandragupta and Asoka
by asking questions.
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● Chandragupta created a bureaucracy, tax system, and
spy network.
● Asoka improved the lives of his subjects.
● The Gupta dynasty created the second Indian empire.
● India made advances in the arts, sciences, and
mathematics under the Gupta.

● Summarize achievements of the Gupta dynasty.
● Create a booklet highlighting India’s advances in
learning.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Create a booklet or brochure describing India’s advances in
learning.

Paper for booklet or brochure, drawing and decorating
supplies

Create a venn diagram to compare and contrast Buddhism
and Hinduism beliefs. Students can use interactive, online
graphic organizer to sort ideas.
Create a biography poster presentation about Chandragupta
and his important in ancient India
Create a Google Slides presentation about the Gupta dynasty
achievements

Venn diagram
(https://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm or use
MyVocab through Schoolwide if Buddhism and
Hinduism are vocabulary words on your list)
Information about Chandragupta, poster paper, writing
utensils
Google Slides, information about the achievements of
the Gupta dynasty

Have a class debate about the reigns of Chandragupta and
Asoka by asking questions and evaluating their importance

Background knowledge about the reigns of
Chandragupta and Asoka

Literature
Hands-On History! Ancient India By: Daud Ali
Ancient India (The Ancient World) By: Allison Lassieur
Elephant’s Friend and Other Tales from Ancient India By: Marcia Williams
Taj Mahal By: Raz-Kids
Websites
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BBC

History for Kids

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/indus_vall
ey/
http://www.ancientindia.co.uk/
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/main/
0,28375,610558,00.html
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0102civilizations-of-india.php
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/26countriesplaces/313-india.html
http://historyforkids.org/learn/india/

Mr. Donn

http://india.mrdonn.org/

Snaith Primary

http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/india.htm

Discovery Education:
Video: World’s Best: Magnificent Beasts
Segment: Indian Subcontinent
Video: Mystic Lands: Taj Mahal: Heaven on Earth
Segment: Welcome to the Taj Mahal
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.discoveryeducation.com

The British Museum
Time for Kids
KidsPast
Kids Konnect

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-india
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
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Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Partner activities or peer tutoring
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
● Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
● Summarize information as it is read
● Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
● Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson
Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Activate and build background knowledge
Use visual aids and gestures
Outlining or providing notes for the student
Associating new vocabulary with pictures
Modeling and Think Alouds
Show examples of finish products
Shared writing opportunities
Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Provide extra time
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Outline/Notes
● Frequently monitor understanding
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 7 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:
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X all that apply
Career Ready Practices
√

21st Century Themes

9.1

Income and Careers

X

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

Insuring and Protecting

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

74

9.2

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
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Unit 7: Genocide/The Holocaust

Duration: 2 weeks (April)

Unit Summary
There are multiples causes and effects of prejudice on individuals, groups, and society. People’s inhumanity to others
has occurred in the past and continues today. In a free society laws protect the infringement of civil rights for individuals
or groups.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human rights that occurred
during the Holocaust and other genocides.
6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of Armenians, Roma (gypsies), and
Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of Ukrainians and Chinese.
6.1.12.B.11.a Explain the role that geography played in the development of military strategies and weaponry in World
War II.
6.1.12.C11.b Relate new wartime inventions to scientific and technological advancements in the civilian world.
6.2.12.D.4.j Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, bystanders, and rescuers during events of
persecution or genocide, and describe the long-term consequences of genocide for all involved

Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
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through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
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CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and
affects politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push
to develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and
intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how
their environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and
where civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which
may include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.

●
●
●
●

What are the consequences of technology?
How are religion and culture connected?
How much does geography affect people's lives?
What are the consequences of trade?
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Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments

Ancient India Children’s Book - You have been chosen to
create the next great children’s book. The purpose of this
book is to inform the children of American about ancient
cultures of their world. The first new book in this series will be
about the nation of ancient India and its history and culture.
Your job is to produce a colorful, interesting, and factual
children’s ABC book using Google Slides using Indian terms
and pictures that will help kids to better understand the nation
of ancient India. Use the vocabulary words from your unit and
the many ideas you have learned to create this informative
book. Focus your book on the five topics you feel are most
important from this unit.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observations
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips/Slate Assessments
● Daily Class work
● Pre-Assessments
● Project based activities
● Class discussions and participation
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● National/State/District Wide Assessments
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric

79

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook
Vocabulary
Subcontinent, monsoon season, subsistence farming, brahmin, sudra, reincarnation, caste, meditation, enlightenment
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….
● Geography of the Indian subcontinent. How Indus
Valley civilization was organized. Mysteries remain
about ancient India. Theories about the origins of the
Indo
● Information the Vedas provide about Aryan life. Groups
that evolved into a caste system.
● How Hinduism evolved from Vedic beliefs and
practices.
● Hindu teaching about life after death.
● How Hinduism spread throughout India.
● Buddha’s search for truth led to spiritual enlightenment.
● Teachings of the Buddha.
● Two forms of Buddhism emerged.
● Chandragupta used strategy to unite India.
● Chandragupta created a bureaucracy, tax system, and
spy network.
● Asoka improved the lives of his subjects.
● The Gupta dynasty created the second Indian empire.
● India made advances in the arts, sciences, and

Skills: Students will be able to …
● Identify physical features of South Asia.
● Draw inferences about Indus Valley civilization.
Compare theories about the Aryans.
● Describe the Vedas and caste system.
● Sequence the development of Hinduism.
Comprehend Hindu beliefs.
● Compare and contrast Buddhism with Hinduism.
Synthesize knowledge of Buddhism.
● Determine Chandragupta’s rise to power.
● Evaluate the reigns of Chandragupta and Asoka
by asking questions.
● Summarize achievements of the Gupta dynasty.
● Create a booklet highlighting India’s advances in
learning.
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mathematics under the Gupta.
Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources

Create a booklet or brochure describing India’s advances in
learning.

Paper for booklet or brochure, drawing and decorating
supplies

Create a venn diagram to compare and contrast Buddhism
and Hinduism beliefs. Students can use interactive, online
graphic organizer to sort ideas.
Create a biography poster presentation about Chandragupta
and his important in ancient India
Create a Google Slides presentation about the Gupta dynasty
achievements

Venn diagram
(https://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm or use
MyVocab through Schoolwide if Buddhism and
Hinduism are vocabulary words on your list)
Information about Chandragupta, poster paper, writing
utensils
Google Slides, information about the achievements of
the Gupta dynasty

Have a class debate about the reigns of Chandragupta and
Asoka by asking questions and evaluating their importance

Background knowledge about the reigns of
Chandragupta and Asoka

Literature
Hands-On History! Ancient India By: Daud Ali
Ancient India (The Ancient World) By: Allison Lassieur
Elephant’s Friend and Other Tales from Ancient India By: Marcia Williams
Taj Mahal By: Raz-Kids
Websites
BBC
The British Museum
Time for Kids

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/indus_vall
ey/
http://www.ancientindia.co.uk/
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/main/
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History for Kids

0,28375,610558,00.html
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0102civilizations-of-india.php
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/26countriesplaces/313-india.html
http://historyforkids.org/learn/india/

Mr. Donn

http://india.mrdonn.org/

Snaith Primary

http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/india.htm

Discovery Education:
Video: World’s Best: Magnificent Beasts
Segment: Indian Subcontinent
Video: Mystic Lands: Taj Mahal: Heaven on Earth
Segment: Welcome to the Taj Mahal
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.discoveryeducation.com

KidsPast
Kids Konnect

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-india
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
Provide extra time
Peer tutoring or partner learning
Activate and build background knowledge
Use visual aids and gestures
Outlining or providing notes for the student
Associating new vocabulary with pictures
Modeling and Think Alouds
Show examples of finish products
Shared writing opportunities
Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Partner activities or peer tutoring
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Show examples of finish products
Shared writing opportunities
Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Provide extra time
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Outline/Notes
● Frequently monitor understanding
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies

Unit 8 will address the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills:

X all that apply
21st Century Themes

Career Ready Practices
√
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9.1

Income and Careers

X

9.2

CRP1.Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and
employee.

Personal Financial Literacy

√

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Money Management

CRP3.Attend to personal health and financial well-being.

Credit and Debt Management

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Planning, Saving, and Investing

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts
of decisions.

Becoming a Critical Consumer

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Civic Financial Responsibility

√

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Insuring and Protecting

CRP8.Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.

Career Awareness, Exploration, and
Preparation

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management.

85

Career Awareness

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal
goals.

Career Exploration

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

√
Career Preparation

CRP12. Work productively in teams
while using cultural global competence.

Technology
8.1.8.A.5

Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve
problems.

8.1.8. A.2

Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.

8.1.8. A.1

Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.

8.1.8.A.4

Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information

Unit 8: Reconstruction

Duration: 3-4 weeks (May/June)
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Unit Summary
There were many challenges facing the nation in rebuilding and reuniting after the Civil War. Reconstruction had a
lasting impact on the development of the United States and its citizens.
NJ Student Learning Standards
6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact
American life.
6.1.8.A.5.b Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and Presidents Lincoln and Johnson toward the
reconstruction of the South.
6.1.8.B.5.a Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, demographics, transportation,
leadership, and technology) that affected the course and outcome of the Civil War.
6.1.8.C.5.b Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from different perspectives
6.1.8.D.5.d Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from
multiple perspectives.
Interdisciplinary Skills
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
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contributes to the development of the ideas.
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed.
Technology
8.1.8. A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools.
8.1.8. A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one
or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability.
8.1.8.A.4 Generate a spreadsheet to calculate, graph, and present information
8.1.8.A.5 Select and use appropriate tools and digital resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and to solve problems.
21st Century Life and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Essential Understandings

Essential Questions

Students will understand that…
● Technology is the use of knowledge and skills and
affects politics, economics, and culture.
● Societies can be transformed by technology, the push
to develop it can have unintended effects.
● Communities of believers can influence culture and
government and provide stability to a society.
● Religious expression as art may add value to a culture.
● Religious disagreements may lead to conflict.
● Religious conflict may lead to oppression and
intolerance.
● Geography includes people as well as places and how
their environments interact.
● Geographic regions share certain characteristics.
● Geography affects how people and things move and
where civilizations develop.
● Trade has positive and negative consequences which
may include the sharing of ideas and customs.
● Trade networks led to new ways of doing business.
● Trade on a global scale is now common.

●
●
●
●

What are the consequences of technology?
How are religion and culture connected?
How much does geography affect people's lives?
What are the consequences of trade?

Evidence of Student Learning
Performance Tasks: Activities to provide evidence for
student learning of content and cognitive skills.

Other Assessments
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Ancient India Children’s Book - You have been chosen to
create the next great children’s book. The purpose of this
book is to inform the children of American about ancient
cultures of their world. The first new book in this series will be
about the nation of ancient India and its history and culture.
Your job is to produce a colorful, interesting, and factual
children’s ABC book using Google Slides using Indian terms
and pictures that will help kids to better understand the nation
of ancient India. Use the vocabulary words from your unit and
the many ideas you have learned to create this informative
book. Focus your book on the five topics you feel are most
important from this unit.

Formative Assessments
● Teacher Observations
● Performance Assessments
● Exit Slips/Slate Assessments
● Daily Class work
● Pre-Assessments
● Project based activities
● Class discussions and participation
Summative Assessments
● Tests
● Quizzes
● National/State/District Wide Assessments
● Performance Assessments
Benchmark Assessment
● Social Studies benchmark assessment
Alternative Assessments
● Group Work/Class Discussion Rubric
● Teacher Observations
● Questions Starters
● Participation Rubric
● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork
● Social Studies notebook

Vocabulary
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Subcontinent, monsoon season, subsistence farming, brahmin, sudra, reincarnation, caste, meditation, enlightenment
Knowledge and Skills
Content: Students will know….

Skills: Students will be able to …

● Geography of the Indian subcontinent. How Indus
Valley civilization was organized. Mysteries remain
about ancient India. Theories about the origins of the
Indo
● Information the Vedas provide about Aryan life. Groups
that evolved into a caste system.
● How Hinduism evolved from Vedic beliefs and
practices.
● Hindu teaching about life after death.
● How Hinduism spread throughout India.
● Buddha’s search for truth led to spiritual enlightenment.
● Teachings of the Buddha.
● Two forms of Buddhism emerged.
● Chandragupta used strategy to unite India.
● Chandragupta created a bureaucracy, tax system, and
spy network.
● Asoka improved the lives of his subjects.
● The Gupta dynasty created the second Indian empire.
● India made advances in the arts, sciences, and
mathematics under the Gupta.

● Identify physical features of South Asia.
● Draw inferences about Indus Valley civilization.
Compare theories about the Aryans.
● Describe the Vedas and caste system.
● Sequence the development of Hinduism.
Comprehend Hindu beliefs.
● Compare and contrast Buddhism with Hinduism.
Synthesize knowledge of Buddhism.
● Determine Chandragupta’s rise to power.
● Evaluate the reigns of Chandragupta and Asoka
by asking questions.
● Summarize achievements of the Gupta dynasty.
● Create a booklet highlighting India’s advances in
learning.

Instructional Plan
Suggested Activities

Resources
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Create a booklet or brochure describing India’s advances in
learning.

Paper for booklet or brochure, drawing and decorating
supplies

Create a venn diagram to compare and contrast Buddhism
and Hinduism beliefs. Students can use interactive, online
graphic organizer to sort ideas.
Create a biography poster presentation about Chandragupta
and his important in ancient India
Create a Google Slides presentation about the Gupta dynasty
achievements

Venn diagram
(https://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm or use
MyVocab through Schoolwide if Buddhism and
Hinduism are vocabulary words on your list)
Information about Chandragupta, poster paper, writing
utensils
Google Slides, information about the achievements of
the Gupta dynasty

Have a class debate about the reigns of Chandragupta and
Asoka by asking questions and evaluating their importance

Background knowledge about the reigns of
Chandragupta and Asoka

Literature
Hands-On History! Ancient India By: Daud Ali
Ancient India (The Ancient World) By: Allison Lassieur
Elephant’s Friend and Other Tales from Ancient India By: Marcia Williams
Taj Mahal By: Raz-Kids
Websites
BBC
The British Museum
Time for Kids
KidsPast
Kids Konnect

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/indus_vall
ey/
http://www.ancientindia.co.uk/
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces/main/
0,28375,610558,00.html
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0102civilizations-of-india.php
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/26countriesplaces/313-india.html
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History for Kids

http://historyforkids.org/learn/india/

Mr. Donn

http://india.mrdonn.org/

Snaith Primary

http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/india.htm

Discovery Education:
Video: World’s Best: Magnificent Beasts
Segment: Indian Subcontinent
Video: Mystic Lands: Taj Mahal: Heaven on Earth
Segment: Welcome to the Taj Mahal
CMS Curriculum Companion

http://www.discoveryeducation.com

http://www.socialstudiescms.com/ancient-india
Modifications

Special Education Students / 504 (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each student’s IEP or 504 plan) reduce/revise assignments & assignments
as per IEP; provide individual and small group assistance; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge.
English Language learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual when appropriate; provide
cooperative learning opportunities, use modeling, visual aids, and manipulatives.
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if
Suggested Options for Differentiation
ELL
● Pre-teach vocabulary
● Meet prior to working independently to ensure directions/expectations are understood
● Create graphic organizers that are scaffolded
● Meet small group prior to lesson to build background knowledge
● Provide extra time
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Use visual aids and gestures
Outlining or providing notes for the student
Associating new vocabulary with pictures
Modeling and Think Alouds
Show examples of finish products
Shared writing opportunities
Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
Partner activities or peer tutoring
Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Gifted and Talented
● Ask open-ended questions
● Encourage students to use higher-order thinking skills on Bloom’s Taxonomy (analyze, evaluate, create)
● Cooperative Learning Groups
● Students design their own questions to extended conversations
● Choice Board to extend learning and lesson topics
Basic Skills/Economically Disadvantaged/Students at Risk
● Peer tutoring or partner learning
● Activate and build background knowledge
● Use visual aids and gestures
● Outlining or providing notes for the student
● Associating new vocabulary with pictures
● Modeling and Think Alouds
● Show examples of finish products
● Shared writing opportunities
● Teacher-Student Conferencing to check and monitor understanding
● Provide student with a study guide for tests and quizzes
● Provide the student with accountable talk/discussion starter stems
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●
●
●
●
●

Chunk the texts into manageable pieces
Summarize information as it is read
Preview lesson and pre-teach new vocabulary
Provide extra time
Utilize small group instruction to review key ideas from the lesson

Special Education/504
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
● Outline/Notes
● Frequently monitor understanding
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies
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